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Down and out: South Melbourne striker Michael Curcija hits the deck as Perth’s Dion Valle jumps over him. South’s 2-1 
defeat at the hands of the Glory has all but ended their aspirations of a championship treble. 


Referee Under Siege 


By John Economos 


for a Police escort to march him and his two 
assistants off the pitch last Sunday night at 

the Belmore Sports Ground as an ugly crowd 
scene threatened to erupt right after fall time at 
the Sydney Olympic vs Canberra Cosmos match, 
A large band of angry Olympic fans swarmed in 
and around the top of the Players’ entry/exit tunnel, 


S= referee Simon Micalief had to wait 


————S>S>>=—————_—_ 
INSULTED 


| 
IPAGESS 
| 


waiting for Micallef to come 
off the pitch, 

Instead, Micallef whilst mis- 
siles were being thrown at him, 
was quickly pulled back by 
ground security staff who 
advised him to remain on the 
sideline together with his two 
assistants. 

Simon Micallef The ground security staff 


THE GOOD OIL... 


PAGES 4-5 


flanked the three match officials till a Police back 
up force arrived 10 minutes later to march them ali 
into their dressing rooms and quell the hostile 
crowd. 

What severely aggravated the potentially explo- 
sive situation was the appalling fact that the rest of 
the crowd that had not milled around the top of the 
tunnel, still elected to linger behind with great 
curiosity, waiting for something to break out. 

(Continued on page 2) 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA 
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MILLION DOLLAR WORTH 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ended last financial year with a modest 
‘$1,382,861 million surplus. 

Its overall performance (ending September 1999) 
displayed progress in parts but no huge leap forward. 
despite the profit - although SA chairman, 

Basil Scarcella. anc executive, David Woolley, 

“beat tone. 

‘The report shows Australia’s fl 
have sipped 
now 84th, behind such 
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y deal with International 
Entertainment Corporation (wit It) 
eaming on annual rights fee of $1.5 million. 

IEC said then it was prepared to invest up to $20 
million a year on promotional activities to lift soccer's 
profile in Australia. 

NSL crowds exceeded one million last season 
(1,180,745), almost 200,000 aboye. expectations, at an 
average of 5.600, up on the 4.700 target. This year, 
however, the average is down-and unlikely to set any 
records in real terms. 


option), 


(For full report see page 7). 
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REFEREE UNDER SIEGE 


Continued from Page 1. 

‘The flare up by the Olympic fans appeared to 
be fuelled when Micailef, (who had very early in 
the match, correctly sent off Olympic’s Chris 
Kalanvzis for a professional foul), denied Olympic 
a ‘penalty’ four minutes from the bell. 

Had a penalty been awarded, and scored, 
Olympic would have won the game. 

‘The ‘controversial’ incident that incited the 
crowd came when substitute striker Norman Tome 
was flattened on the edge of the box by Canberra's 
goalie Grant Barlow. 

Referee Micallef again proved to be correct in 
not awarding Olympic a penalty as Barlow who 
was already airborne to get the ball, heavily 
crashed into the oncoming Tome. 

Soccer Australia yesterday had already 
launched a full investigation despite the Police 
informing them that no arrests had been made. 

Last night the NSL’s General Manager Mr 
Stefan Kamasz stated to ABSW: “We have care- 
fully viewed surveillance tapes of the whole inci- 
deat 

“We are now waiting for two full reports from 
the Police as well as from Sydney Olympic. 

“The League is going to request from Olympic 


Stefan Kamasz 

that it assists in identifying some of the culprits 
that were involved in the throwing of bottles, cans 
and other missiles at the match officials, 

“Fortunately the ugly situation never really got 
out of hand and was quickly placed under control 
by the Police,” ended Mr Kamasz. 

Oiympic’s coach Branko Culina had no com- 
plaints about Micallef’s handling of the game, 

Calina endorsed this sentiment when he stated 
at the after-match press conference that: “there is 
no need for a protest (re penalty). Personally I did- 
n't think the referee (Micallef) had a bad game,” 
Culina said, 

- General Manager of the NSL, 


FREE SOCCER CLINIC AT THE MCG 


occer will once again grace the hal- 
lowed MCG turf but this time it 
will be the children’s turn. 

In a display of Victorian soccer unity, 
the Victorian Soccer Federation and the 
four Victorian NSL clubs are combining 
forces for the good of the game, to run the 
second annual, free, Crazy John’s Soccer 
Superclinic for boys and girls between the 
ages of 5 and 10. 

All participants will have the opportuni- 
ty to learn soccer skills from their favourite 
NSL stars and an experienced team of VSF 
coaches, as well as receive a complimenta- 
ty Crazy John’s showbag. 

Last year 600 children enjoyed the event 
at Olympic Park, but this school holidays, 
1000 are expected at the “The People’s 
Ground’. 

‘The event will be held rain or shine on 
Tuesday 18 April, and will be officially 

| opened by the Honourable Justin Madden, 

| Minister for Sport and Recreation, at ilam. 
‘The clinic will conclude at lpm. 

Chief Executive Officer, Geoff Miles, 


said, “The huge interest in soccer at school 
and junior club level, which is reflected in 
record numbers and the growth of the 
VSF’s Goalkick program, highlighted an 
optimistic outlook for the game in Victoria. 
Our free superclinic is a great opportunity 
for boys and girls to experience the magic 
of the MCG, in advance of the Olympic 
football matches that will feature some of 
the world’s great teams.” 

Entry is through Gate 14 at light tower 
6, and parking is available in Yarra Park 
(enter via Gate 3). 

Crazy John’s Soccer Superclinic is a 
Victorian Soccer Federation Event, with 
support from Crazy John’s, Carlton, 
Melbourne Knights, South Melboume and 
Gippsland Falcons Soccer Clubs. 

For further information contact: 


NEIL WALLACE 

E-mail: info@soccervictoria.org.au 
TEL: (03) 9682 9666 

FAX: (03) 9682 9777 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 


TALKING WITH MR ED §® 


ell, it is always an annoyance 
to start a column with some 
negativeness, but I figure Y'll get it 
out of the way early and then con- 
centrate on the positives of the 
game. 
It was an unfortunate situation that 
}was witnessed at the Sydney 
Olympic - Canberra match last 
Sunday night. They were the kind of 
stupid, bottle throwing scenes we 
have come to expect from football in 
other parts of the world, not in 
Australia. 
Itis the kind of event that fuels our 
| wonderfully creative commercial 
networks. If we all want the commer- 
cial bias to stop and for Soccer to 
take off we have to stop ridiculous 
scenes like the ones witnessed. 
However, I must give some credit 
to Olympic coach Branko Culina, 
who openly agreed that there was no 
cause for a penalty (which was 
denied upsetting the fans) but chose 
to concentrate on the courageous 
effort of his troops to battle for most 
of the match with 10 men. Well done 
Branko. Your priorities are in place. 


‘ou know when I was a kid I real- 

ly looked forward to playing my 
customary weekend soccer match. 
Nothing annoyed me more than when 
the match was washed out, 

I guess that’s how the 2000 odd 
fans felt on Friday night when the 
Breakers - Power clash was washed 
out. 

No disrespect to referee Brett 


Hugo or both coaches (Sterrey and 
Mitchell) but why on earth was the 
match not postponed earlier in the 
day. 

(Stern Soccer Australia, we have 
enough trouble — maintaining 
crowds...this sort of scenario will just 
turn more of them away. 


A nd here’s something I would 
we sworn I never would have 


tead...Pele ashamed of his beloved 
Brazil (see page 25). True story...bet 
you never thought you'd see that! 


Hamburgler is at it again! 
Restaurant chain McDonalds has 
offended the Maltese national team 
in some recent TV ads. (see page 29). 
I don’t know what the Maltese are 
worried about...it’s not like the team 
dietician will be banning extra fries! 


ixed fortunes again for the 

English clubs in Europe with 
Chelsea doing the unthinkable, 
Arsenal not doing enough and Leeds 
getting done in the Turkish cauldron. 
(see pages 23 & 24) 


nd finally Congratulations to 

world footballing star Ronaldo. 
Two big events in one week. He is set 
to return to football after a long 
injury (see page 29) and more impor- 
tantly his young wife Milene gave 
birth to their first child - added 
bonus, It’s a Boy! A. big week 
indeed! 


Ed. 


NSWE Teams up with Italian Sports Giant 


ne of the oldest and premium 
Or of Italian football - 

Valsport - has joined forces with 
the NSW Soccer Federation to become 
the official clothing supplier to NSW 
State teams, 

Valsport was founded in 1920 and has 
specialised in football (soccer) equipment 
and clothing for 80 years. 

“We're delighted to come under the 
Valsport label,” said NSW Soccer 
Federation President, Peter Gray. 

“They are a high quality brand who has 
served the Italian football community for 


ACT PREMIER 


By Graham Cooke 
elconnen United, a 6-1 winner over 
B=: Club in the first round of the 
ACT Premiership, added five more 
goals, this time without reply, against 
Canberra Deakin at Jamison Oval on 
Sunday. 

Few were giving a much-changed and 
youthful Belconnen side any serious chance 
this season, but with this latest win, against an 
experienced Deakin team expected to do well, 
they are setting the pace in the competition. 

Marko Perinovic and Daniel Camara each 
scored twice for United, with Scott Manson 
adding the other goal. 

Right up with Belconnen after two rounds 
are Gungahlin Juventus and Monaro, both 4-2 
winners on Sunday. 

Monaro beat Burns Club, with Darryl North 
taking up for an own goal in the first half with 
a superb strike in the second. Other scorers for 
Monaro were Jimmy Baxter, Danny Macor and 
Matt Julliene; Andrew Wallace scored Burns’ 
other goal. 

Juventus had to overcome considerable 
resistance from struggling Weston Creek 
Royals, coming away in the second half for the 
4-2 margin. 


many years and they know the require- 
ments of outfitting a football team inside 
out, We have eight State teams and they 
Tequire a lot of gear!” said Mr Gray, 

The new NSW State strip will be 
unveiled for the first time at the various 
national championships to take place on the 
Sunshine Coast, in Newcastle and at 
NSW’s own Valentine Sports Park in July 
this year. : 

_ Headquartered in Padua, Italy, Valsport 
was founded by Antonio Valle and has been 
associated with players such as Fabio 
Capello, Gigi Riva, Billy Costacurta and 


‘Their goals came from Martin Lazzari (2), 
Matthew Valeri and George Cattanach. Tim 
‘Webb scored twice for Royals. 

The shock of the round came with 
University of Canberra's 2-1 win over Capital 
City Suns, The Suns, minor premiers last year, 
have lost several key players, but made a con- 
fident beginning last week and had been 
expected to be in control. 

However University gave their supporters 
some hope that this season would not be yet 
another struggle to avoid the wooden spoon, 
scoring twice through Simon Foxhill. Manuel 
Sermano replied. 

And Tuggeranong United got their first 


points since returning to the premiership with a * 


3-2 win over Canberra Olympic. 

United led 2-0 at half time, Alex Tyne scor- 
ing twice, but Olympic struck back through 
Njegosh Popovich and Robbie Perinovic to 
give themselves at least a chance of sharing the 
points - Marc Conlon destroyed those hopes by 
netting Tuggeranong’s winner in stoppage 
time. 

Other results; 

. Premier League Under 23: Bums Club 0 
Monaro 4; Capital City Suns 0: University of 
‘Canberra 2, Belconnen United 3 Canberra 
Deakin 1, Weston Creek Royals ] Gungahlin 


Roberto Di Matteo as well as the world- 
famous Juventus club. 

Valsport is making its first venture into 
the Australian soccer cldthing market by its 
association with the large NSW Federation. 

“We hope that we can help Valsport’s 
business, as much as they will help our 
State teams look: the part on and off the 
pitch,” said Mr Gray. 

The NSW Soccer Federation also enjoys 
the support of Sapphire Technologies, a 
leading information technology recruit- 
ment firm, as sponsor of the State teams, 


Juventus 1, Canberra Olympic | Tuggeranong 
United 2. 

Under 19: Bums Club 0 Monaro 2, Capital 
City Suns 1 University of Canberra 2, 
Belconnen United 2 Canberra Deakin 0, 
Weston Creek Royals 2 Gungahlin Juventus 4, 
Canberra Olympic 0 Tuggeranong United 13. 

ACT State League Division 1: Canberra 
City 1 Belconnen United 6, O'Connor Knights 
1 ANU 1, White Eagles 9 Sabres 0. 

Division 2: Canberra City 0 Belconnen 
United 2, Defence Academy 1 ANU 2, White 
Eagles 4 Southern Spirit 1. 

Division 3: University of Canberra 2 ANU 
2, Defence Academy 2 Fyshwick 10, 
Belconnen United 5 Defence Academy 1 2, 
Belwest 1 Ginninderra 2. 


RYNNNHNHHND 


Peter Gray: Delighted 


LEAGUE 


Division 4: Canberra City 0 Tuggeranong 
United 3, University of Canberra 1 ANU 6, 
Defence Academy 1 Fyshwick 4, Belconnen 
United 0 Gungahlin Juventus 6, Belwest 4 
Ginninderra 2. 

Division 5: Canberra City 2 ANU II 4, 
University of Canberra 2 ANU I 3, 
Tuggeranong United Weston Creek Royals 7, 
Sabres 2 Burns Chub 2. 

Division 6: Canberra City 0 ANU II 6, 
University of Canberra 2 ANU I 0, Defence. 
Academy 2 Weston Creek Royals 6, Sabres 1 
Canberra Olympic 7. 

Masters: Tuggeranong United 2 Belwest 1, 
Bums Club 1 Beiconnen United 1, Kambah Old 
Boys 1 St Francis 1, ANU 3 Canberra City 5. 
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TOBIN INSULT JUST NOT CRICKET 


Former World Cup Captain Stumped By Tobin Dumping 


By John Economos 
lex Tobin, the for- 
mer Australian 
‘World Cup captain, 

has been hugely insulted, 
according to a leading 
Sydney journalist, in the 
manner by which he was 
dumped some 14 months 
ago from the national team. 

The Sydney journo 
emphasised that not only was 
the towering Tobin stripped 
of his national captaincy, but 
also abruptly dumped from 
the Australian squad. 

The extremely experi- 
enced Sydney Soccer jour- 
nalist knows exactly what 
he’s talking about, 

He is none other than for- 
mer Australian World Cup 
skipper, Johnny Warren. 

Last Sunday in his well- 
read Soecer column for a 
leading NSW Sunday paper, 
Warren unreeled a stinging 
attack going to great lengths 
to expose Soccer Australia’s 
totally tasteless treatment of 
Tobin. 

The 34-year-old Tobin, 
Adelaide City’s almost 
impeccable lanky centre- 
back and Australia’s record 
capped player with 87 full 


intemationals under his belt, 
plus numerous friendly inter- 
nationals, had been coldly 
dumped from the ‘Green and 
Gold’. 

Warren reminded readers 
that it was current national 
coach Frank Farina who 
informed Tobin he was no 
longer part of his plans with 
the national team. 


He also underlined that it 
was Farina’s prerogative to 
do so as well. 

Yet in Farina’s case when 
his time came to retire from 
the Australian team, (and 
Farina was never captain), 
the then national coach Eddie 
Thomson did it with style 
and professionalism. 

Thomson specially select- 


Alex Tobin: Unceremonious dumping. 


ed Farina in his last match 
for the “Green and Gold’ in 
1993 which was played at the 
Sydney Football Stadium. 

On that memorable occa- 
sion, Farina’s last interna- 
tional match was very well 
promoted as such. 

It enabled Soccer fans to 
go to the Stadium and salute 
farewell to the exciting 
Farina as 15 minutes from 
fulltime time he slowly 
walked off the pitch for the 
Very last time wearing the 
national colours. 

The crowd stood up and 
roared. 

Warren's beef was very 
simple. 

A magnificent player of 
the calibre of Tobin, with his 
incredible record of having 
kept scoreless all but one, 
(Brazil's Ronaldo), of the 
world famous strikers he’s 
had to mark over the years 
for Australia, has been 
denied the honour of a prop- 
er, graceful and glamorous 
farewell from the interna- 
tional arena by Soccer 
Australia. 

Just like the one experi- 
enced by Farina back in 
1993. 

The sceptical Warren went 


on to stress that Tobin’s fab- 
ulous record deserved far 
better recognition and 
Tespect, not to mention digni- 
ty, by such absolute igno- 
tance from Australia’s 
Soccer hierarchy. 

Strikers that Tobin has 
marked and kept scoreless 
have been: Andy Cole 
(Manchester United), 
Gabriel Batistuta (Argentina- 
three times), Eric Cantona 
(France), Luis Garcia 
(Mexico), Gary Lineker 


PLAYER SHUFFLE HOTS UP 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ers has already ee 
Carlton Hine e ae its side. 
‘Carkon has already informed several clubs it 
is eyeing a host of players. 


Munrois set to stay at Caztton next season, 
but coach Vlado Vanis is yet to re-sign with 
the Knights and Ange Postecogiou is. ear- 
| marked to take up as national youth coach und 


assistant to Socceroos coach Frank Farina. 
~~ Vanis is certain 1) wield « mighty broom 


We Want You! 


Enlist in the Power Army and Join us in 


Johnny Warren: Not 
happy. 


(England), Ronaldo (Brazil- 
twice in three games), Teddy 
Sheringham (Manchester 
United), plus Christian Vieri 
(FIFA’s All Stars), 

The very placid Tobin has 
not been the first, and possi- 
bly not the last, to have been 


famous 
Australian World Cup cap- 
tain, still today, refuses to be 
seen anywhere near Soccer 
circles or be heard from, over 
the past 18 years. 


through the Knights ranks, if he’s to stay. 
‘Three players are sure to be axed from the 


‘The Gippstand Falcons-sigaed Victorian 
Institute of Sport player Naum Sckulovski, 
who recently returned from ‘trials in 
Germany, 

“He's a fast Jeft-side striker and hopefully 
he can score a few gouls for us,” Falcons 
coach Jett Hopkins said. 


our Campaign toymaké the Final Six 


v Sydney United 


Friday 14 April-“The Powerhouse” 


Parramatta Stadium 


Youth League 5.30pm * NSL Match 7.30pm 


Tickets available from all Ticketek outlets including Parramatta Leagues Ciub 


and at the ground 


+ $40 Fa 


ily ticket available Free Shuttie Bus from 


Parramatta Station from 5.30pm 
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AUL (‘Trimmers’) 

TRIMBOLI, South 
Melbourne’s mercurial skipper, 
yesterday (Monday) staged his 
inaugural special Soccer clinics — 
‘The Trimmers Club Super 
Clinic’—during the School 
Holidays. 

‘The Trimmers Club’, is a 
marketing initiative spawned by 
South Melbourne to encourage 
more children to attend all of 
Souths’ home games. 

Some 500 new members have 
been introduced to the Souths 
club already. 

All youngsters that desire to 
join as members, receive free 
membership, benefits such as 
newsletters, a ‘Trimmers Club 
Certificate’, sticker, a fridge 
magnet, plus a personalised 


Paul (‘Trimmers’) Trimboli: 
The League champions’ 
skipper. 


‘The Trimmers Club Super 
Clinic’ as well as having the great 
Trimboli as an instructor, had 
Souths’ industrious midfielder 
David Clarkson, Kiwi striker 
Vaughan Coveny and midfielder 
Richie Alagich as assistant tutors 
at the Clinics held yesterday at 
the Bob Jane Stadium between 
Jam and 2pm, 

Inquires for new memberships 
to the ‘Trimmers Club’ may be 
made by contacting Andrew 
Pirchan on (03) 9645 9797. 

It’s a first and a great Club for 
all children Under the age of 12. 

e000 

Nie HARLOCK, Wollongong 

Wolves’ sterling defender, 
after missing in action for the past 
eight weeks through a cyst that 
developed on his knee, is back on 
deck and ready to climb into the 
high flying team. 

The Kiwi international was not 
selected last Sunday night for the 
Wolves’ battle against visiting 
Adelaide City, but is most hungry to 
grab a shirt for this week’s away 
game against Canberra Cosmos. 

Meanwhile for the very first time 
in the Wolves’ history in the NSL, it 
has no less than four players that 
have knocked up double digits in 
the goalscorers’ ladder. 

U.K.Import Stuart Young and 
Saso Petrovski head the list with a 
dozen each, closely followed Esala 
Masi on 11, with Scott Chipperfield 
having nailed in 10, 


The Club record was set by left 
flanker Chipperfield two seasons 
ago who ended that season with a 
‘lucky’ 13 goals. 

With five full rounds left, surely 
one of this quartet is braced to break 
that record. 


Nell Harlock: Kiwi 
International back for 
Wollongong. 


e600 

IHE TOP GOALSCORER 

race is hotting up as Sydney 
Olympic’s lethal marksman Pablo 
Cardozo has again edged to the 
lead with 17 goals. ‘Pabs’ added 
another to his tally last Sunday 
night at the Belmore 
Sportsground against the 
Canberra Cosmos, whilst only 
Perth Glory’s marksman Alistair 
Edwards scored a ‘double’ to lift 
his personal total to 13 for the 
season. 


Pablo Cardozo: Olympic’s 
lethal marksman on top 
again, 


Hotly chasing Cardozo are 
Souths’ Michael Curcija on 16, 
Newcastle’s Johnny Buonavoglia 
on 15, Adelaide City’s 
international All-time NSL record 
holder Damian Mori on 14, with 
Edwards jointly locked on 13 with 
Carlton’s Alex Moreira. 


FREE Soccer Clinic at the 
iCG? 

The ‘2nd Annual Crazy Johns 
Soccer Super Clinic’ is to be held at 
the M.C.G. next Tuesday (April 
18th), between 11am and 1:00pm 
and is open to all children aged 5 to 
10 years ... and all at FREE of 
charge. 

It’s perfect for all parents as it 
occurs during the School Holiday 
period. 

Confirmation of bookings may be 
made by contacting Co-ordinator 
Neil Wallace at the Victorian 


Soccer Federation on (03) 9682 
9666. 

Four clubs from the NSL will be 
sending along five players each to 
these clinics to act as instructors. 

Participating clubs are Souths, 
Gippsland Falcons, Carlton and the 
Melbourne Knights. 

Entry is through Gate 14 at Light 
Tower 6. 


Jeff Hopkins: The Gippsland 
Falcons’ coach. 


There will be giveaways such as 
Showbags, but participating 
children must pre-register with the 
V.SF. at the above number. 

The event will be staged rain, 
hail or shine with all equipment 
supplied by the promoter. 

Parking for the adults is available 
for a nominal charge of just $5:00. 

eco 
P= TSEKENIS, Sydney 
Olympic’s captain will miss 
his team’s away clash op 
Saturday night against the 
Brisbane Strikers, having to serve 
a one match suspension. 

Olympic in recent weeks has 
been riddled with injuries and 
suspensions. 

With lanky sweeper Ante Juric 
out for the remainder of the 
season having surgery last week 
on his groin, Olympic’s defence 
line is starting to appear a little 
brittle. 

Olympic struggled to a 1-1 
draw last Sunday against a 
defiant and well organised 
Canberra Cosmos, who will also 
be without left wingback Chris 
Kalantzis on Saturday night in 
Queensland after he received a 
red card in the seventh minute 
last Sunday night against 
Canberra. 

Olympic last Sunday took the 
field without six players through 


Peter Tsekenis: Olympic 
skipper suspended. 


4 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 11, 2000 


injury or suspension-Juric, 
Gabriel Mendez, Lindsay Wilson, 
Scotty Thomas, Nick Carle and 
Marcus Phillips. 

The quicker Thomas is back on 
the pitch the better Olympic’s 
chances will be of reviving their 
earnest hunt for only their second 


Canterbury’s Under 12s Indoor 
team and marched them straight 
through to win the State and 
National Championships. 

Patikas three weeks ago replaced 
the long-serving John Xipolitas as 
coach at Canterbury. 

‘Late last week Patikas snapped 


ever League Championship. up former Northern Spirit striker 
ee0e Abbas Saad in his first venture of 
ARLTON supporters were senior signings. 
able to monitof last Sunday’s e0ee 
away match against Sydney United AVID SEAL, the Northern 
via the Net, Spirit's lethal goalscorer, will 
be out of action for the rest of the 


‘season. 
Olympic. ‘Sealy’ has badly damaged his 


Sydney City sold Patikas to cruciate ligaments in his knee and 
Sydney Olympic for a record is expected to go under the knife 
transfer fee in 1983. tomorrow. 

After two seasons with Olympic , The Spirit’s luckless coach 
“Zorba’ was sold to Sydney United. Graham Arnold, stated last week 


Under the magnificent player 
/Coach Vederan Rozic, Patikas 
regained all his power and 
confidence that soon attracted great 
attention from talent scouts from the 
Greek First Division. 

AEK Athens won the race to nail 
his signature on a five-year contract. 

After 10 years in Greece, and 
largely due to a long injury that 
plagued his ankle, the most likeable 
Patikas returned to Australia to 
briefly play for his old club Sydney 
United. 

Jimmy last year tried his luck at 
coaching, but at junior level, with 
outstanding success. i 

He tookover the reins of 


to ‘Good Oil’; “Almost every one 
of my players has missed at least 


do more 


Stuart Munro: Cariton’s 
coach on the ‘Net’. 


David Seal: Cruel loss to the 
Northern Spirt. 


Carlton had arranged that 
Sunday's match was ‘Netcast’ Live 
from Edensor Park as supporters 
clicked on 
www.cafltonsoccer.com.au. for all 
the action and updates. 

The ‘Netcast’ included coach 
Stuart Munro, line ups, rapid 
updates, scorers, plus various 
highlights 

e000 


HE NEWCASTLE 

BREAKERS vs 
PARRAMATTA POWER clash 
scheduled for play last Friday 
night at the Breakers Stadium, 
was almost at the last minute 
deferred to be played last Sunday 
night at 6.30pm. 


FOR THE COACH 


Richard Alagich’s coaching book 


ihe We have studied this publication with graat interest, {#) can 
| he recoenmenied especially to active youth coaches, by they 


‘An inspection was made of the professionals or amateurs. We would. ike to congratulate 
pitch earlier on Friday afternoon Richard Alagie feito of Technical Department, FIFA 
but when inspected again just half 
an hour prior to kick off by the “Thig book is therone most coaches ought to be tooking for. Ht 
match official he ruled it unfit for tele you in a simple and easy-to-follow yet analytical way haw 
play. a footballer is fashioned - frors a raw minor who has never 


Last Sunday night the Stadium. 
for a second time was ruled unfit 
for play. The NSL by the time 
ABSW went to press had not 
advised a rescheduled date. 

eoce 

IMMY (‘Zorba’) PATIKAS, 

the former international 
attacking midfielder, was three 
weeks ago appointed as new head 
coach of NSW Super League side, 
Canterbury Marrickville Olympic. 

Starting his playing career under 
coach Eddie Thomson at Sydney 
City, Patikas rapidly surfaced as an 
explosive midfield goalscorer. 

Patikas played for Australia’s 
World Youth Championship team in 
1981 as well as in 1983, 

In the 1983 World 
Championships in Mexico it was 
Patikas that scored and shocked to 
hold the powerful Scotland to a 1-1 
draw. 


adult, fully equipped and 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


six or seven matches so far this 
season.” Spirit’s next home match 
against Canberra has been 
transferred to Gosford on the 
Central Coast of NSW, whilst it’s 
final game against the Parramatta 
Power could be played at 
Brookvale Oval, Manly, 
e000 

‘OLLONGONG WOLVES’ 

last Sunday night for its 
home match against Adelaide City, 
organised a joint promotion with 
neighbouring Rugby League side St 
George-Illawarra Dragons who 
played Sydney City Roosters at the 
WIN Stadium. 

In a revamped, cross-promotional 
ticket deal, extended to all St 
George Illawarra Rugby League 
supporters, if they held onto their 
entry ticket from their League 
match earlier that aftemoon, could 
gain entry to Brandon Park at a 
reduced cost of $7:00 per adult. 


eese 
RENDAN RENAUD, 
Marconi’s sturdy left 


wingback, last Friday night 
knocked up his 150th match for 
the Club in Marconi’s away 
match against the Auckland 
Kingz at the Ericsson Stadium. 

However much to Brendan’s 
great dismay, the evening proved 
exceptionally disappointing as 
Marconi most unexpectedly 
crashed to a 3-1 defeat against the 
tenacious Kiwis. 

Meanwhile the Brisbane 
Strikers’ yeteran goal-ace Paul 
Foster, racked up his 100th NSL 


appearance last Saturday in the 
Strikers’ away clash against the 
Gippsland Falcons. 

But for Paul it was a much 
happier occasion as the Strikers’ 


RESCTA 


HUME 


Brendan Renaud: 150 Not 
Out...for Marconi. 


won 0-1 thanks largely to Peter 
Grierson’s goal scored four 
minutes into stoppage time. 
ecco 
RNANDO PELLEGRINO, 
the former Youth striker that 
was teleased by Marconi at the 
beginning of the season, last week 
was a late signing by Sydney 
United. 

Following his departure from 
Marconi, Pellegrino signed for Joe 
Watson’s NSW Super League outfit 
the Fairfield Bulls. 

Pellegrino impressed United’s 
senior coach Ivan Petkovie who 
signed the strapping 21-year-old 
only 24 hours before the transfer 
dead-tine last Friday. 


PACIFIC UMBRO 
SOCCER CAMPS 


HOLIDAYS 


Monday to Thursday 9.00 to 1.00 pm 
April 17 - April 20, 2000 
UMBRO, sponsors of 

MANCHESTER UNITED 
proudly present the PACIFIC 


UMBRO 
SOCCER 


14 LOCATIONS 
SYDNEY WIDE 


Richard Alagich 
Camp Director 
Highly Qualified Youth 
Development Coach 


CAMP BOOKING AND ENQUIRIES 
9977 2992 


a (Si Soccer @iSport === 
seen tpxtinery meekgetowner wwe tipotnesy 


BS-TV, yet again, has the 
exclusive free-to-air rights and 


Martyn Tyler: SBS’s world 
renowned and ace 
commentator. 
beam out the UEFA Champions 
League, UEFA Cup Final plus 

Scottish Cup Final. 
Where would the Australian 
fan of Soccer be without SBS? 
Where indeed. 
cece 
ARCONI’s home game in 
‘ound 33 against Adelaide 
City on Sunday April 30th, has 
been rescheduled to start at 6.30pm 
Fernando Pellegrino: New and not kick off at 6pm. 
striker at Sydney United. 


will bring in the Live telecast of 
the English F.A.Cup Final, direct 
from Wembley Stadium, London, 
on Saturday night, May 20th 
from 10,30pm. 

The FA Cup Final Live telecast 
is just yet another significant 
programme of what SBS has lined 
up in Soccer for the month of 
May. 

Australia’s Super Soccer 
Channel during May will also 


Francis Awaritefe: 
Marconl’s gangling 
goalscorer. 


Camp Director Richard Alagich 
has a wealth of experience in organising 
camps which has fed to him organising 
Clinics for the greatest soccer player of 
all time — Pele 


Richard in camp coaching 
the Japanese W Olympic squad 


RESIMIR MARUSIC, as 

t predicted last week in 

‘Good Oil’, arrived last 

Wednesday from his Belgium 

club KFC Lommelse Sportkring 

to sign a contract and play for 

Sydney Olympic for the rest of 
the season. 

With the loss of regular 
playmaker Gabriel Mendez oyer 
the past few weeks, Olympic’s 
midfield lacked direction and 
inventiveness totally. 

The situation had become so 
serious, 
that it 
forced 
coach 
Branko 
Culina to 
put out an 
$.0.8. to 
his former Kresimir Marusic: 
player Olympic’s new 
whilst both Playmaker. 
were at Sydney United three 
seasons hack. 

Colina immediately rushed 
Marusic into last Sunday’s team 
against the Canberra Cosmos, 

eoee 
USTRALIA’s World Cup 
campaign kicks off in earnest 
in June of next year with all games 
to be played here (Australia) in the 
format of a mini tournament. 

Australia has already been drawn 
against Fiji, Samoa, American 
Samoa plus Tonga who have all 
agreed and are prepared to concede 
their home advantage legs with just 
one proviso. 


The tiny island Pacific nations 
want 
Australia to 
host the 
tournament 
in either 
Townsville 
or Cairns, 

National 
coach Frank 
Farina hails 
from Cairns 


Frank Farina: 
Australia’s 
national coach. 


-which could 


get the nod, 
eeee 
ORAN MATIC’s beloved 
‘Adelaide City seem destined 
to now miss out on a spot in the 
Top Six play-offs for the first time 
in the past 11 years. 

The ‘Black and Whites’ who 
have won the National League 
championship three times, all 
under the command of the long 
serving Matic, were last Sunday 
night downed 1-0 at Brandon 
Park by the mobile Wollongong 
Wolves. 


Bradley Hassell: Adelaide 
City’s attacking midfielder. 


CAMP LOCATIONS: 


BLACKTOWN 


’ 


RINGBAH 


CASTLE HILL 


EASTWOOD 


EMU PLAINS 


FRENCH FOREST 


HUNTERS HILL 


9° 
> 
o 


Evans High School 
Walters Road, Blacktown 


Endeavour High School 
The Boulevarde, Caringbah 


Casta Hill High Schacé 
Castle Street, Castle Hill 


Epping Boys High School 
Viréera Road, Eastwood 


Nepean High School 
‘Great Western H'way, Emu Plains 


The Forest High Schoo! 
Frenchs Forest Fd, Frenchs Forest 


Hunters Hill High School 


Retby Road, Hunters Hill 


ILLAWONG 


Menai High Schoo! 


‘Geral Aload, tllawong 


MONA VALE 


PENNANT HILLS 


RANDWICK 


ROCKDALE 


ST CLAIR 


STIVES 


Kitchener Park 
Pittwater Road, htona Vaie 


Pennant Hille High School 
Lawrence Streei, Pennant Hilis 
Randwick Girs High School 
Barker Sireet, Randwick 

St George Soccer Stadiuen 
Bestic Straet, Rockdale 

St Clair High School 
Endasvour Avenue, St Clair 
St ves High Scoot 


Yerrabung Aoad, St ives 


PACIFIC-UMBRC SOCCER CAMP FEES 
with SPECIAL DISCOUNTS for your CLUB of FAMILY 
‘Get a qrene Renming tagether sed Inte advestage wi (hese tesbrstic dtsononte: 


OUP BOOKING 

oes $128 
S-Fpiayer $145 (ea) 
10-15 players $105 (oa) 
20 of more players 3100 (ea) 


FAMELY 

deh $125 

Zoniidran $415 jes} 

‘Sor more chtiren $105 fea} 
or mare chiidren $100 (ea) 


(fiite Ghe aeabiags my ks mau by falgahoo, locublown er rnk Ma Pacewat 
aprliad depeats oat to Baal merc of Aeeseatiose Formas recgired trem tia groep. 


ALL LOCATIONS HAVE INDOOR FACILITIES 
IN THE EVENT OF WET WEATHER 
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By Richard Kreider 


1959 to be precise, when Tony 

Franken’s father Frank, featured in 
arguably his greatest games between 
the posts, when he represented both an 
Australian XI Select and the Western 
Australian state team against visiting 
Scottish giants Hearts. 

The match program declared the 
tourists as being ‘the first Scottish team 
either club or international to play in this 
country’. 

“T wish you hadn’t reminded me of the 
fact that those games were played over 40 
years ago,” said Frank who featured with 
Caledonian, North Perth and East 
Fremantle Tricolore on top of represent- 
ing his state 10 times; his debut was ver- 
sus the Australian Olympic X1 in 1956, 

The Australian Select that faced the 
Scots consisted of seven WA players, 
Franken, Noel and Ron Adair (captain), 
Don McArdle, Tom Clayton (vc), Tony 
Monks and Doug Stewart, names that are 
synonymous with Western Australian 
soccer. 

The other team members were Bob 
Weymss and W. Westerfeld from Victoria 
plus South Australians P.Stone and 
J.Matiscak. 

For the record, the WA state team was 
Franken, McArdle, the Adair brothers, 


I: is well over 40 years ago, June, 


— Down Memory Lane — 


KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY 


Peter Atkinson, Bob Lynn, Jack Dougan, 
Tom Clayton, John Melnroy, John 
Bryson, and Nino Negroponte, 

The scorelines, 0-9 versus the 
Australian 11 and 1-10 against WA two 
days later, clearly highlighted the gulf in 
class between the locals and the powerful 
men in maroon who clinched the league 
title the previous year (1957/58) by no 
less than 13 points from their, nearest 
tivals Rangers. 

To let in 19 goals in two games would 
have been devastating for any goalkeeper, 
but Franken’s disappointment was eased 
somewhat, upon finding the media had 
laid heaps of praise on the Dutch-born 
custodian for tuming in two outstanding 
performances. 

His athleticism between the sticks 
didn't go unnoticed by the Scottish visi- 
tors either, their manager and one-time 
inside-forward Tommy Walker who 
played 20 times for Scotland, invited 
Frank to Scotland for trials. 

However, he declined the invitation, 
blaming the cold climate as one of his 
main reasons. 

Franken won no less than six WA 
league championships, three back-to-back 
with North Perth with whom he stayed 
with for seven years from 1955 plus 
another three with East Fremantle 
Tricolore over another seven year period. 
Between the two clubs, he played briefly 
for Melbourne Dutch side Philamena. 


WESTERN 
BS 


Like Father, Like Son: Frank and Tony keep It together. 


Among the players he admired during his 
playing days were the great Ron Adair, 
Don West and Don McArdle, 

Meantime, son Tony was born in 
Fremantle on January 11th, 1965 and had 
showed signs at a very early age of pos- 
sessing the same goalkeeping skills as his 
father. 

“We used to play certain games in the 
pool with a soccer ball that were designed 


to teach him the basics in goalkeeping,” 
said Frank. 

“Tony has always been a competitive 
player and his technique would have to be 
up there amongst the best goalkeepers in 
Australia, said an obviously proud father. 

“At times I can see myself when I 
watch him,” he said. Franken made a total 
14 appearances for the green and gold, 
two of these were at full international 


level in 1992. Both were wins against 
Indonesia and the Solomon Islands at a 
time when Robert Zabica and Zeljko 
Kalac were also contending for the num- 
ber one shirt. 

So what’s next for the 35-year old now 
that Jason Petkovic has arrived at Perth 
Glory. Tony however, hasn’t had a 
chance to relax and reflect on his past, 
because he has been working with the 
Socceroos as their goalkeeping coach, 
replacing Ron Corry who himself had 
played at the top level between 1967-73. 
Franken has already visited Chile for a 
four-nation tournament and a trip to 
Hungary. 

“This is a great opportunity for me and 
hopefully something will be there for me 
in the future,” he said. 

“T’ve worked with Frank (Farina) and 
his assistant Graham (Arnold) before, so 
it hasn’t been too strange for me. He has 
also got on well with the eccentric Mark 
Bosnich, after putting him through his 
paces before the Hungary friendly. 

Franken and Bosnich were in fact 
team-mates for a brief time at Sydney 
Croatia in 1989, Bosnich played in the 
youth side as a teenager while 24-year-old 
Franken was in the senior side alongside 
the likes of Amold, Robbie Slater, Craig 
Foster, Alan Hunter and Graham 
Jennings. 

Tronically, the club’s assistant coach at 
that time was none other than Ron Corry. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA PREMIER LEAGUE 


AMAZING TRIUMPH FOR ELIZABETH 


By Allan Crisp 
lizabeth City Soccer Club triumphed over 
extreme adversity to topple Raiders 2-1 in 
the most significant Premier League result 
of Saturday’s 8th round. 

The cash strapped Rams are in limbo after the 
club was placed in the hands of an administrator and 
its coach Alby Kidd and chairman Robert Dawber 
resigned last week. 

Elizabeth received a temporary reprieve last 
Thursday night when the players, who had threat- 
ened to quit the club over non-payment of fees, 
accepted a revised player budget. 

Some players had already signed for rival clubs, 
but all were told they would be in breach of their 
contracts if they refused to play. 

Kidd also agreed to remain after receiving assur- 
ances his players would eventually receive the 
monies owing to them. 

The South Australian Soccer Federation’s general 
manager, Tony Farrugia, has pledged the support of 
his federation to Elizabeth, declaring it would co- 
operate with the administrator, Bruce Carter, to 
ensure that the Rams continue to field teams in all 
divisions and that the club would complete the sea- 
son. 

The federation realises the importance of main- 
taining a team in the northern satellite City, which is 
the hub of an area populated by UK migrants, who 
formed a soccer club before the birth of Australian 
rules club, Central District. 

Because of the financial turmoil, Kidd had just 
one training session before Saturday’s game, but his 
charges responded with a zeal above and beyond the 
call of duty to condemn Raiders to their sixth suc- 


cessive loss of the season. 

Last season’s beaten grand finalist, Port Lion 
Pirates overturned the form cart by downing second 
placed Croydon Kings 3-0 with a power packed dis- 
play at Polonia Reserve. 

Livewire striker Dino Sordillo set the Pirates on 
their winning way with a fine brace before half time, 
while former Birkalla midfielder Steve 
DeGiovanniello clinched the points with a late 
strike. 

Sordillo set the grass alight with his brilliant 
opening goal as he swept past five opponents on a 
blistering run before slanting the ball past Eddie 
Scalzi in the Croydon goal. 

After last week’s goalless aberration Blue Eagles 
returned to their killer best to rattle Birkalla 5-2 at 
Camden Reserve where Michael Brooks bagged his 
second hat-trick of the campaign. 

Campbelltown also rejoined the winner’s circle 
with a 3-0 victory over Adelaide City at Newton 
Sports Field. 

Penalties from Paul Beltrame and Joe Barbaro 
helped the Red Devils cause, as did a goal from 
Adam Perre, which was jammed in between the spot 
kicks. 

An early strike from Damien Stam proved the dif- 
ference between White City and Modbury as the vis- 
itor pinched the points to give new coach Hugo 
Gimenez his second successive win from three out- 
ings. 

That Friday night success by White City set a 
trend for the rest of the round with all five away 
teams taking maximum points. 


Premier League Results 
Modbury Jets 0 White City 1 (D. Stam). Best - 
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Modbury: Yates, Turner, Aitken, White City: D. 
Stam, S. Dacic. 

Raiders 1 (Brazzale) Elizabeth Rams 2 
(Farncombe 2). Best - Raiders: Brazzale, Karlovic, 
Morrison; Elizabeth: Henry, Famcombe, Westervelt. 

Metro Stars 1 (Schmizzi) Cumberland 2 
(Armour, Jusufovic). Best - Metro Stars: M 
Berlingeri, Simmons, De Rosa; Cumberland: 
Gagliardi, Mitchell, Nicholls. 

Adelaide Zebras 0 Campbelltown Red Devils 3, 
(Beltrame, E Perre, J Barbaro). Best - Zebras: 
Cecere, Romanowicz, Tunbridge, Red Devils: M 
Benechella, A Perre, D. Menechella. 

Birkalla 2 (Rechichi, Fewster) Blue Eagles 5 
(Brooks 3, J Dacic, Sergi) Best - Birkalla: Plummer, 
Fusco, Packer; Blue Eagles: Brooks, Kokkinoplitis, 
Cutillo, 

Croydon Kings 0, Port Lion Pirates 3 (Sordillo 
2, DeGiovanniello), Best - Croydon: Piotrowski, 
Deptula, Tosh; Port Lion: Sordillo, DeGiovanniello, 
Maio. 


State League Resuits 
Para Hills 2, Western Strikers 2; Salisbury 
Apaches 3, Hills 2; Panthers 1, Seaford 3; Port Pirie 
City 3, Northern Demons 2; Noarlunga Bulldogs 3, 
Enfield Falcons 0; Olympic FC 3, Cobras 0. 


Round 9 - Premier League 
Friday, April 14: Modbury Jets v Raiders. 
Saturday, April 15: Blue Eagles v Croydon 
Kings; Campbelltown Red Devils v Birkalla; 
Cumberland Foxes v Adelaide Zebras, White City v 
Metro Stars; Elizabeth Rams v Port Lion Pirates. 


Round 9 - State League 
Saturday, April 15 - Enfield Falcons v Olympic: 
Northern Demons v Noarlunga Bulldogs, Seaford 
Surfers v Port Pirie City, Hills v Panthers; Western 
Strikers v Salisbury Apaches; Para Hills Knights v 
Cobras. 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA ANNUAL REPORT 


Lofty aims still leave much to achieve 


SOCCER Australia’s annual report 
shows it has ended last financial year 
(September 1999) with a $1,382,861 mil- 
lion surplus. But what has soccer gained 
over all? Much will depend on soccer's 
international successes and improved 
popularity of the NSL, writes Melbourne 
editor Bert van Bedaf. 


occer Australia’s ambitious “mis- 

sion statement”, reads “Our mis- 

sion (is) to make soccer (football, 
the world’s most popular and commer- 
cially successful game) the major sport 
in Australia”, 

It has a far-fetched ring to it, but it cer- 
tainly does set a goal worth aiming for, 
however remote its realistic achievement 
might be. SoccerAustralia’s annual report 
contains more such lofty gems. 

Among its “critical success factors” are 
“international success” and “a restruc- 
tured and rationalised soccer league 
(NSL)”. 

They encompass the most pressing fac- 
tors in Australia’s immediate future - an 
Olympic medal, 2002 World Cup qualifi- 


ARCONI 


cation and the future success of the NSL. 

With both the Olyroos and the 
Socceroos recently suffering overseas 
losses, the true measure of Australia’s 
Olympic and senior international flag- 
ships are yet to be assessed. 

‘The future of the domestic competition 
was largely wound up in a bold docu- 
ment, called “Soccer 21”, Australian soc- 
cer’s blueprint for the 21st Century, 
which has been put in the freezer for 
another year. 

Scarsella mentions it extensively in his 
chairman's report. “The driving force 
behind the push to finally ensure soccer's 
mainstream status has been the Soccer 21 
Strategic Plan, which is the result of an 
extensive consultation process with 
Soccer Australia’s Stakeholders (the State 
Federations and national league clubs), 

“The ultimate objective of Soccer 21 is 
to make soccer a major force within 
Australian sporting society within the 
next five years,” he says. 

In this respect Soccer Australia has 
thus far failed to deliver. Its plan to 
reduce the NSL from 16 to 12 clubs next 
season and introduce a NSL second divi- 
sion has been postponed to the following 
season, wasting a year of its five-year 
plan. 

It caved in under sustained pressure 
from the NSL clubs, fearing protected 
legal challenges in a period when it need- 
ed precious funds to win an Olympic 
medal and World Cup qualification. 

Match attendances showed an upward 
trend last season, exceeding the million 


STALLIONS 


GIPPSLAN 
FALCONS 


SUNDAY 16 APR 2000 


KICK OFF 
6PM 


Be a part of the Café Siena - Wetherill Park 


REF SYDNEY 2000 
UBD PAGE 228 C9 


mark, but halfway into this season, 
crowds were markedly down at last sea- 
son’s top venues, 

Pacesetter Perth Glory dropped from 
14,745 last season to 12,655 this season. 
Northern Spirit fell from nearly 15,000 to 
below 10,000. Defending champion South 
Melbourne dropped from 8,329 to 7,549 
this season. 


Basil Scarseila: Big job ahead. 


But top-six surprise packet Newcastle 
rose from 3,997 to 5,695. Newcomer 
Parramatta Power is averaging about 
6,000 and a Kiwi-interloper Football 
Kingz is attracting around 4,000 specta- 
tors. 


Melbourne’s finals hope Carlton has 
dropped from 3,528 to 2,875 in a worry- 
ing downward spiral, which reached its 
zenith around 1400 at a cold and lonely 
Olympic Park a few weeks ago. 
Gippsland, Canberra Cosmos and Sydney 
United are also down. 

After 28 rounds, SA claims the cumu- 
lative NSL attendance is up by about 
36,000 on last season, but the comparison 
is false, The league had 15 clubs last year 
as against 16 this year. In real terms, aver- 
age crowd support has fallen from 2,270 
to 2,195 this season on SA figures. 

Perth’s attendance drop has got general 
manager Roger Lefort worried. 

“We are very concerned. It’s a real 
worry,” Lefort said. 

Canberra Cosmos chairman Jan Knop 
admitted, “We have the worst attendances 
in the league and we can’t go on like 
this.” 

Carlton’s director Peter Jess comment- 
ed, “We'll review the situation at the end 
of the season.” 

Soccer Australia maintains a positive 
mind-frame in its report, saying “The year 
(1998/99) provided the league with con- 
siderably more benefits than downsides, a 
situation which places the competition on 
an enhanced footing for the 1999/2000 
season, in which an expected record 1.5 
million spectators willattend matches.” 

But on current figures, it looks more 
likely to be anything between 1.2 and 1.4 
million spectators for season 1999/2000. 

Scarsella also turned his attention to 
broadcasting, saying, “The role of televi- 


sion is critical to the success of the sport. 
Our partnership with the Seven Network 
has given us a platform, whereby we have 
the opportunity to showcase soccer and it 
is the intention of the (SA) board to build 
the brand name recognition of soccer in 
our business alliance with the Seven 
Network.” 

Here, Soccer Australia has failed badly. 
The Seven Network has paid scant atten- 
tion to soccer, creating a groundswelt of 
grassroots protest, culminating in a 
national campaign by a highly organised 
group, calling itself Seven Talks And 
Never Delivers (STAND). 

In fact, Soccer Australia has so far 
failed on several fronts, It has lost and not 
teplaced an NSL sponsor. It has not 
arrested dwindling crowds and has not 
improved the NSL’s popularity. Its broad- 
casting policy is offering little soccer on 
commercial television and it has wasted a 
competition year by postponing its 
reforms. 

Tn contrast, the two leading federations, 
the Victorian Soccer Federation and the 
NSW Soccer Federation have gone ahead 
with their major reforms. The VSF 
reduced its Victorian Premier League 
from 14 to 12 clubs at the start of this sea- 
son. 

The NSW body slashed five clubs from 
its Super League and introduced an ACT 
club to form a ten-club league for next 
season. Soccer Australia’s real report card 
has yet to be written and its true perfor- 
mance yet to be assessed within the next 
12 months. 


VIAJOR SPONSOR BRESCIA FURNITURE 


MARCONI STADIUM, MARCONI PLAZA BOSSLEY PARK PH 9823 2222 


Od AVC HOLY 


JONSOTIGNI LSS SORWTIVAVO 4108 


$10,000 GOAL KICK 


IC 2220 
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COSMOS BATTLE FOR BRUCE 


By Grahar Graham Cooke 


( "itr has been plunged into another 
inter-code confrontation over Bruce 
Stadium bookings when both the 

Canberra Cosmos and rugby league’s Canberra 

Raiders battled for the right to play their games 

there on Sunday, May 7. 

By the end of the week soccer appeared to have 
emerged triumphant when the stadium management 
backed the Cosmos, which had booked the date 
before the beginning of the NSL season in October. 

By contrast, the Raiders announced they wanted 
to play on May 7 only last Wednesday. 

This is the third time the Cosmos has been 
involved with a bookings clash. On the two previous 
occasions (once involving the Brumbies rugby 
union team and once with the Raiders) they have 
given way, but not this time. 

Cosmos chairman Ian Knop said that as it was the 
last round of the season, the NSL required everyone 
to play on the same day at the same time to avoid 
one club having an advantage over another. 


“If it was any other round, we might have been 
able to show some flexibility, but not on this week- 
end,” he said. “We would have been in serious trou- 
ble if we°told the NSL we were unable to play on 
this day.” 

He said there had been a similar problem on the 
last weekend of the previous season when the 
Brumbies had wanted the date. “On that occasion 
Gippsland Falcons were the visitors and because the 
match had no bearing on the play-offs, we were 
allowed to change it. 

“This time were are playing Marconi Stallions, 
who are in the midst of the finals race - a very dif- 
ferent situation.” 

In fairness to the Raiders, the club tried to have 
their match with Brisbane Broncos switched to 
Friday night after they leamed of the clash, but NRL 
authorities refused, saying television programming 
could not accommodate a Friday game, 

The league club may now consider moving to the 
Monday, which the NRL will accept, or taking the 
fixture out of Canberra altogether, 

Knop welcomed the Bruce decision. “We may be 


lan Knop: Don’t stomp on the little guy. 
a smaller outfit than the Raiders - we may get only a 
fraction of their attendance — but that is still no rea- 
son to stomp on the little guy,” he said. 

“Justice, and fairness, has been served.” 


BELCONNEN SUPER LEAGUE ENTRY 
A BOOST FOR NATIONAL CAPITAL 


he entry of Belconnen United into the 
NSW Superleague will be an enormous 
boost for soccer in the National Capital, 
United’s president, Tony Paterson, says. 
“There will be United fielding in firsts and 
under-19s, Canberra Cosmos in the NSL, the 
ACT Academy of Sport in the National Youth 
League and I believe the Cosmos are pushing to 
have their own Youth League team,” he said. 
“With so many possibilities the junior game 
will benefit as will the local competition with a 
good number of these players also wanting to 
play in the winter.” 
Not since the mid-1980s when Canberra 
Olympians and Inter Monaro both fielded first 
and youth sides in the NSL, will Canberra players 


| have so many choices, and Paterson said 


Belconnen will not be backing away from its 
ACT Premiership commitments. 


“One of the conditions of Soccer Canberra sup- 
porting our application was that we continue to 
field teams locally - we have promised to do 
that,” he said. 

“Our current ACT Premiership side is very 
young, and I would expect it to form the nucleus 
of the Superleague under-19 team. As for the 
firsts, we play in the summer and would hope to 
attract players who want to compete at a higher 
level, but I see the team as having an almost total- 
ly local flavour - players, coaches and administra- 
tors.” 

The long-term plan is to stage home matches at 
the club’s yet-to-be constructed enclosed ground 
in the suburb of McKellar, but a temporary venue 
will have to be found for the first season, likely to 
begin in November. 

“We are negotiating with the Australian 
Institute of Sport for the Bruce Athletics Field, 
but we have not ruled out making other approach- 
es,” he said. 

Ainslie Oval, the home of the Ainslie 


Australian Football Club but also used by the 
Canberra Eclipse women’s team, is another possi- 
bility. 

Paterson paid tribute to former president Baz 
Pietrukowski, who led the push for Belconnen’s 
Superleague entry. “We are aware that 21 teams 
applied, including Canberra Deakin, who have 
been there before, and only 10 were accepted,” he 
said. 

“Tt’s our turn, and we are delighted to have 
been given this chance.” 

United’s current Premiership coach, Lino 
Fiorese, said he would like to be considered for 
the Superleague post. “I think this should be a 
team for local players and officials,” he said. 

Belconnen has had considerable success in 
recent years, winning three premierships, four 
minor premierships and three Federation Cups in 
the 1990s. However, last season was poor by their 
own high standards, with the club failing to make 
the play-offs. 
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COSMOS STAR 


By Graham Cooke 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 


By Bert van Bedaf 


efending champion South Melbourne finally caught up with its 

postponed Grand Prix, round 25 fixture, but failed to crack it 

for a vital win, sharing the points with Adelaide City Force in a 
tit for tat 2-2 draw at Bob Jane Stadium last Wednesday night, 

Both teams gained little from the result, since neither side got any closer 
to whatever slim hopes there may be left for them to reach a finals berth. 

South coach Ange Postecoglou believed he now needed to win the last 
six matches, while Adelaide coach Zoran Matic believed four out of six 
would get the Force across the 52-point cut-off line. 

“Tt was a good game, but a bad result,” Postecoglou said. “At 2-1 the 
season was pretty much over for us and we could have stopped there, but 
we played our best stuff after that and scored. 

“We did well in the first half and scored a great goal. Unfortunately in 
extra time we conceded a goal, but we did not let it affect us. We created 
enough opportunities even after 2-2 and we looked likely to score, but we 
didn’t. 

“The boys feel disappointed. But it’s a matter of putting on this kind of 
performance in the last six weeks. We'll go out there every week to win the 
game. That’s our responsibility,” Postecoglou said. 

Matic conceded the draw also left his side with an uphill battle. “One 
point doesn’t make much inroads. But, like in life, you deserve what you 
get. 

“We should not have conceded the second goal. We needed to settle 
down, but the emotions were too high,” he said. 

Adelaide had a goal disallowed after eight minutes for offside when 
Aurelio Vidmar headed home from a Carl Veart cross. But it signalled 


Adelaide’s intentions and exposed South’s nervous backline. 

Hungarian ‘keeper Milan Udvaracz made a surprise appearance for the 
injured Chris Jones, who had suffered a back spasm. He proved decisive 
with early saves, one a shot by Damian Mori. 

Veart provided Vidmar with a clear chance in the 26th minute with a 
perfect cross to the unmarked former Socceroo, who side-footed it wide. 

South hit the lead a minute later. Goran Lozanovski produced a 
David Beckham style cross from the right and captain Paul Trimboli 
glanced it home from close range. 

Mori challenged Udvaracz in the 24th minute, but the South ‘keeper 
forced Australia’s prolific striker wide and Mori’s left-foot shot was 
way off-mark. 

Back from Europe with the Olyroos, Michael Curcija had a low shot 
from the left that was touched for a corner at the far post, 

City ‘keeper Adrian Cagalj, the former Carlton youth ‘keeper, 
denied South two other chances, blocking a scorching Lozanovski free- 
kick and another Curcija shot halfway through the first half. 

Adelaide wasted a chance on the edge of the box in the 40th minute, 
when Nick Sabljak and Mori ran in each other’s way and Louis Brain 
shot the stray ball over the bar. 

But Adelaide equalised a minute into injury time when DeAmicis head- 
ed into his own goal. Bradley Hassell had a shot, which was deflected into 
the area. Brain latched on to it and as he rounded Udvaracz he was forced 
wide. 

But he still managed a cross that DeAmicis deflected into the net, run- 
ning back towards South’s goal. 

‘The South Australians continued the second half where they'd left 
off before the break, peppering South’s goal with purposeful attacks. 
Matthew Kemp tested Udvaracz with a shot on target and Hassell had 
his attempt deflected for a corner in the first five minutes, while South 
on the counter fell foul of Adelaide's tight defence. 

Adelaide hit the front on the hour with a beautifully constructed break. 
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Kemp played a through-ball wide to Mori on the right. Mori turned it 
across goal, where an unmarked Vidmar struck home with a powerful 
header, 

But South hit back two minutes later, when Steve Panopoulos thun- 
dered a 20-metre shot through a forest of legs from a Lozanovski cor- 
ner and Coveny nearly snatched the lead back minutes {ater with a 
close-range shot that Cagalj did well to save. Coveny failed miserably 
with only Cagalj to beat in the 76th minute from a Lozanovski pass 
after South had played the ball expertly out of its defence. Although the 
New Zealand striker managed to control the ball and run at goal, he 
drilled it metres over the bar as it rose in front of him. 

Udvaracz did well to deny Hassell in the 82nd minute and South had 
the chance of a tough dual right on 90 minutes, when Con Blatsis 
crossed the ball and Brain failed to clear it. But Michael Cartwright 
saved off the line to leave both teams with a point each, 


‘ABSW POY PTS: Lozanovski 3, Vidmar 2, Carcija 1. 


WORRYING TIMES 
FOR WARRIORS 


hite City Woodville 
Warriors, alias the Beograd 
Woodville Sports and Social 


Club Inc, boasts a glorious past, yet 
faces an uncertain future, 

Charges of instability were levelled at 
the club’s management when experi- 
enced coach Norman Lees was dumped 
before the season kicked-off, to be 
replaced by Rod del Nido. 

The latter lasted just four games 
before deciding to toss in the coaching 
sponge and his still pristine clip board. 

Under 23 coach Tony Fenna bravely 
accepted the hot seat on a caretaker basis 
before White City appointed former 
West Adelaide Sharks midfielder Hugo 
Gimenez as the new player-coach. 

The coaching body count suddenly hit 
three in five months — a far cry from the 
days when Bugsy Nyskohus held the post 
a Woodville Reserve for five seasons. 

Skilful Gimenez was plucked from the 
Port Pirie State league team to lead the 
Warriors into battle and to become the 


club’s latest mentor of the new cam- 
paign. 

Gimenez began with a 0-1 loss to the 
Elizabeth City Rams, but all was forgiv- 
en when he steered City to a 2-1 victory 
in the fierce derby against Raiders. 

The pre-season dismissal of former 
Hull City, Darlington, Elizabeth City, 
Cumberland and Beograd player, Lees, 
whose coaching credentials include stints 
with Beograd, Cumberland, Modbury 
and White City, was a carbon copy of 
the-before-a-ball-was-kicked sacking of 
Chris Manolev, 

Those rash acts of board room bullish- 
ness were seized by detractors of the 
club, who in various sections of the 
media, characterised those sackings as 
“typical” of the club. 

There was certainly valid justification 
in the criticism, but short, or perhaps 
selective memories ignored that White 
City’s history of loyalty to its coaches 
was far better in previous seasons. 

Bugsy Nyskohus linked with Uros 
Zivkovic to replace John Nyskohus in 
1991, after long serving Australian inter- 


Hugo Gimenez: New coach has a 
tough ask. 


Adrian Santrac: Warriors Player 
of the Year In 1981. 


national John had held the position for 
two years. 

Long before that, current Adelaide 
City Force coach, Zoran Matic, had been 
in charge at White City for three seasons. 

Gimenez, who played for Blue Eagles 
Tast season under Zoran Karadzic, also 
was the Blues Under 23 team coach. 

His brief this time is to steer the 
Warriors away from the relegation battle 
field, with the committee declaring it has 
no unrealistic ambition of adding to the 
club’s crowded trophy cabinet this time 
around. 

While either flying the old Beograd 
flag or the new White City emblem the 
proud club has amassed three major 
Premier League or First Division cham- 
pionships (1979, 1983, 1993) and five 
second division premierships in 1955, 
1967, 1971, 1989 and 1994. 

Three Federation Cups also are credit- 


ed to White City, which proudly has 
more Player of The Year awards than 
any other club. 

Rab Jones (1968), Uros Zivkovic 
(#972), John Kamleitner (1976), Wally 
Bojezuk (1979), Adrian Santrac (1981), 
Paul Shillabeer (1985), Brian Welsh 
(1986), Brad Armour (1992), and 
Michael Brooks (1996) were the players 
who brought honour to the club and 
thesmselves, with Santrac, Shillabeer, 
Armour and Brooks all performing with 
distinction in the NSL with Adelaide 
City. 

Now, it’s over to Hugo, who has 
already discovered that it will be all go- 
go-go if White City is to avoid the dread- 
ed drop. 


ROAMING RAIDERS 

After switching their home ground 
three times this season, the Raiders are 
fast becoming the nomads of the Premier 
League, 

Raiders vacated Hanson Reserve this 
year in anticipation of setting up house at 
their brand spanking new headquarters at 
Gepps Cross, a state-of-the-art facility 
that includes grandstands, superb club 
rooms and four pitches. 

But, despite hiring green fingered spe- 
cialists, the grass on the main pitch failed 
to progress leaving the club no alterna- 
tive but to admit it would have to wait 
until next season to enjoy their true home 
venue, 

With Hanson Reserve claimed by pro- 
moted club Metro Stars, Raiders began 
their season at Port Lion Pirates head- 
quarters, (John Hart Reserve). 

‘That ground is now required by a local 


amateur league club, so Raiders have 
now moved to Rushworth Reserve, Blair 
Athol, the compact facility where 
Parramatta coach David Mitchell started 
his senior career as a teenager with the 
Enfield-Victoria club, 

Raiders coach Rocky Aloisi refuses to 
use the home ground problems as an 
excuse for his team’s disastrous sequence 
of defeats. 

“I have coached average sides and 
done well, but this is probably the best 
group I’ve had and I’m struggling; some- 
thing is not adding up,” Aloisi said. 


FOXES COACH 
GETS TOUGH 


After winning the Premier Leagu: 
championship last year, Cumberland 
United coach David Leane has blamed 
himself for the Foxes fall from grace this 
season, 

“Y’'m not sleeping very well this year,” 
Leane said. “I think 1 brought too many 
new players this time and that I’ve been 
too easy on the squad. 

“It’s time to press the panic button and 
to stop being mister nice guy.” Leane 
believes his team has felt the loss of 
defender Robbie Walczynski, who took a 
year off to recharge his batteries, has 
been critical. 

“We miss Robbie, and it’s meant that 
Les Matiscsak has been trying to do too 
much to compensate.” 

Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
Breakfast Soccer Show each Tuesday 
from 7.30am-9am on Adelaide radio 
S5RPH (1197), along with John Perin, 
Rob Popplestone and Vince Battiato. 


t is the business end of the compétition and 

the Wolves coach Nick Theodorakopoulos 

does not wish his players to be distracted 
by any outside attention. 

Coach and players prefer to be left alone to go 
quietly on with their job to secure a top position. 
The Wollongong soccer fans are proud of their 
team and rather confident their beloved Wolves 
will finish the soccer season in style. 

Pi | 

Suspensions are looming as a threat to the 
Wolves. A place in the finals could be at risk due 
to the referee’s notebook. No fewer than seven 
Wolves players face one or two game suspensions 
with the procurement of one more yellow card. 

Under danger are defenders David Cervinski 
and George Souris and striker Scott Chipperfield 
to miss two games. Four of them are in line to 
miss one game, Alvin Ceccoli, Noel Spencer, Les 
Pogliacomi and Saso Petrovski. 


David Cervinski: Suspension trouble. 


With so many players facing bans it will be a 
nervous run for coach Theodorakopoulos who 
potentially could have personnel nightmares as 
his side enters the crucial phase of the soccer sea- 
son. 

He cannot very well tell them to 
ease off since the team has to 
keep on winning to stay in con- 
tention. The Wolves face tough 
opposition and have to show 
staying power ir games to come, 

ann 

Wolves Cubs had mixed suc- 
cess against Leichhardt Tigers: U/11 
lost 1-0, the U/12s won 1-0 with a 
goal from Dale White, U/13s lost 2-1 
their goal scored by Ryan O’ Lander, 
U/14s lost 3-1, U/15s lost 2-1 with their goal 


scored by Lance Barry, the U/i6s won 2-1 with 


goals from Harvey Ovando and Ben Bartlett. 
San 

The Illawarra Junior Soccer Gala Day on the 
weekend saw over two hundred teams in action 
and concluded last Sunday at Balgownie Judy 
Masters Oval. 

The age group winners were - U/10s Thirroul 
won 3-0 over Oak Flats, U/11s Cak Flats won 5-0 
against Corrimal, U/12s Albion Park 1-0 against 
Helensburgh, U/13s Oak Flats 3-0 against Kiama, 
U/l4s Oak Flats 3-0 against Unanderra, U/15s 
Unanderra 2-0 against Balgownie, U/16s 
Unanderra 3 corners over Lake Heights 2 comers, 
U/18s Dapto 1 corner against Figtree 0. 

In the Girls Gala day results went to U/14s Port 
Kembla 5-0 against Dapto, U/16s Tarrawanna 1-0 
against Dapto and U/16s Woonona 3-0 against 
Balgownie. 

Competition prior for the juniors plus roo-ball 
games for the U/6 to U/9s is now well underway. 


se 


Close to 8,000 younster boys and girls are play- 
ing soccer in Dlawarra. 
anne 
Kiama Soccer Club is celebrating this year 
their 21st birthday, playing at Kiama Leisure 
Centre, a terrific set-up in the old 
quarry. 
Soccer was first played in 
Kiama way back in 1880 at the 
then Kiama Showground. The 
present club was formed in 
1979 and played their first 
games in the Shoalhaven 
Second Division. 
A few years later they trans- 
ferred to the stronger Illawarra 
Soccer Association where the club is 
performing very well. 
Baan, 
Soccer Illawarra Results Round Four in 
ICU Premier League: Port Kembla won 2-1 
against Kemblawarra in the match of the day, 


Western Suburbs romped Northern United 6-2 
making things tough for them, Bulli defeated 
Cringila 3-1. 

Albion Park WE lost at home 1-2 to Lysaghts, 
Coniston drew 0-0 with Wollongong Olympic, 
Tarrawanna lost at home surprisingly 0-3 to 
Shoalhaven City. 

The leaders on the table are Kemblawarra — 
Wollongong Olympic — Lysaghts and Western 
Suburbs. 

S088 

ICU First Division Results: Helensburgh 
drew 3-3 with University, rather unexpectedly, 
Highlands lost at home 0-3 to Dapto, Ilawarra 
United lost at home 0-5 to Kiama, South Coast 
United lost 0-1 to Woonona, Shellharbour City 
won 2-1, Berkeley lost 0-3 to Warilla Wanderers, 
Bellambi lost to Picton 1-3 and Balgownie beat 
Fernhill 1-0. 

Leaders are Woonona — Balgownie — 
Shellharbour City — Picton Rangers and 
Helensburgh. 


It’s just not soccer without ... 


ABSW 


SUBCRIBE NOW! 
Call (02) 9562 0559 today. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 11, 2000 ? 


18 ABSW 


ETTERS TO THE EDITO 


Dear Sir, 


than the ones in Malta. 


second in Australia. 


GOOD P.R. WORKS 


Dear Sir, 


Following my previous letter two weeks ago, regard- 
ing public relations and marketing of soccer in Australia, 
Tam pleased to say that some good has come out of it. 1 
mentioned that a relatively large high schoo! in Sydney 
that once received Northern Spirit tickets, had now 


received some Parramatta Power tickets. 


Northem Spirit certainly rectified this and had 200 
tickets, for their home game against Melbourne Knights, 
especially couriered to the said school and they were 


eagerly snapped up by students. 


‘This in a way confirms my observations generally 
about soccer marketing, I, once again, say to all clubs 
that they should be giving away free tickets to local 
schools, as it is a great way of marketing our great-game, 

Some clubs such as Carlton, Canberra Cosmos, 
Gippsland Falcons, Sydney United and Brisbane Strikers 
are really struggling to attract crowds. Giving away tick- 
ets may be a solution. It happens in all codes - remember 
the Super League in Rugby League actively giving away 


tickets a couple of years ago? 


‘The benefit that soccer has over other codes is integri- 
ty, in that we are not in the business of making up 
would never pub- 


crowds - Rugby League, for 


T am just writing to commend you and your team’s 
efforts in writing this wonderful Football Newspaper. 

As [ live in Malta, but are in Australia on a holiday, 
read your newspaper every week. In Malta we have 
similar newspapers / magazines but yours is far better 


You guys deserve a reward, Well done. Prior to me 
coming to Australia there was talk that the Australian 
and Maltese FA where going to have talks about possi- 
bly staging two games versus each other in the June 
period of next year with the first game in Malta and the 


If these rumours are true both games will be sold 
out. There is a big number of Maltese in Australia and 
they will come out in force. Maltese love Australia and 
especially Joseph Spiteri and Kevin Muscat who are 


Australian / Maltese, 


World Cup. Keep up the good work. 


Charlie, thanks very much for your kind words. I 
like you would love to see Australia v Malta right here 
in Australia. It would definitely draw a crowd. Better 
still, what about a four nation tournament with 
Australia, Malta, Italy and Greece. You could even 
throw in Croatia or England for good measure. We'd 


‘get great crowds, 


in Malta. - Ed. 


easily cater for tw6 teams, while Wollongong, Canberra, 
Auckland and Newcastle should easily cater for a team 
each. This would make a nice 18-team league such as the 
Serie A or 20-team Seague such as the Premier League. 
Soccer Australia is to blame for the poor marketing of 
soccer in Australia. They should make it compulsory for 
all clubs (until they average 10,000 people or more in a 
season) to give away at least 5,000 tickets for EVERY 
home game to local schools, This could be easily 
achieved by having at least 50 schools and giving them 


100 tickets each! 


ticket. 


airtime on commercial television and radio. 
Yours sincerely, 


lish a crowd figure of 1,715 (Round 28 Gippsland- 


Aukland) or 1,984 (Round 28 Canberra-Carlton). 


Sydney and Melbourne are big enough cities to cater 
for at least four, if not five, well-marketed soccer clubs. 


How many Premier League teams are from London? 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
ONE 

FIRST GRADE: Stanmore Hawks 0, 
Dulwich Hill 2 (T Pontidas 26m, L Dounis 
80m): Fraser Park 0, Hajduk Wanderers 3 
(J Boudaher 5m, J Anderson 13m, T 
Gledhill 50m): Rockdale City Suns 4 (A 
Adamo 16/31m, P Apolevski 26m, $ 
Najdoski 82m), Illawarra Lions 2 (D 
Tosevski 61m D D'Urso 86m): AC United 
1 (S Cevenini 44m), Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 1 (S Kladis 67m): MSC 
Liverpool 1 (D Dominguez 85m), Aubum 
United 1 (N Varess 43m): Bathurst ‘75 3 
(S Mutton 15/56/71m), Ryde City Gunners 
3 (R Portelli 14/28m, R Butler 35m). 

UNDER 21: Stanmore Hawks 1, 
Dulwich Hill 1: Fraser Park 1, Hadjuk 
Wanderers 1: Rockdale City Suns 7, 
Illawarra Lions 2: AC United 4, Hurstville 
City Minotaurs 0: MSC Liverpool 2, 
Auburn United 1; Bathurst ‘75 1, Ryde 
City Gunners 1. 

UNDER 18: Stanmore Hawks 7, 
Dulwich Hill 0: Fraser Park 0, Hajduk 
Wanderers 2: Rockdale City Suns 3, 
Illawarra Lions 0: AC United 2, Hurstville 
City Minotaurs 0: MSC Liverpool 7, 
Auburn United 0: Bathurst “75 1, Ryde 
City Gunners 5. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
TWO 
FIRST GRADE: University of NSW 0, 
Sydney University 4: Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers 2, University of NSW 2, White 
City 1, Hurstville ZSC 3; Sydney 
University 4, Hills United 2: Hurstville 


Other places such as Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth could 


ZSC 0, Greystanes 1: Belmore Hercules, 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers Postponed: 
Central Coast Lakers, Mt Pritchard 
Washed Out: Sydney District 1, University 
of NSW 6: White City 6, Hakoah 1. 

UNDER 21: Mt Druitt Town Rangers 
2, University Of NSW 0: White City 1, 
Hurstville ZSC 1: Sydney University 1, 
Hills United 1: Hurstville ZSC 2, 
Greystanes 1: Belmore Hercules, Mt Druitt 
Town Rangers Postponed: Central Coast 
Lakers, Mt Pritchard Washed Out: Sydney 
District 1, University of NSW 6: White 
City 2, Hakoah 2. 

UNDER 18: Mt Druitt Town Rangers 
2, University of NSW 0: Sydney 
University 1, Hills United 2: Hurstville 
ZSC 4, Greystanes 0; Belmore Hercules 2, 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers 5: Central Coast 
Lakers, Mt Pritchard Washed Out: Sydney 
District 1, University-of NSW 1: White 
City 3, Hakoah 3. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
THREE 

FIRST GRADE: Nepean District 0, 
Parramiatta City 1: Western Sydney Lions 
1, The Wanderers 1: Trasandinos 1, Colo 
Colo 4: Holy Cross Ryde 5, Balmain 2: 
Prospect United 1, Prairiewood United 3: 
Camden Tigers 8, Liverpool City 0. 

RESERVE GRADE: Nepean District 
2, Parramatta City 0: Western Sydney 
Lions 2, The Wanderers 0: Trasandinos 1, 
Colo Colo 8: Holy Cross Ryde 1, Balmain 
3: Prospect United 3, Prairiewood United 
2: Camden Tigers 5, Liverpool City 1. 
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Hope you enjoy the rest of your stay and maybe 
while you're here you should organise a subscription 
of ABSW. That way we can send it to you right at home 


Other promotions, such as school visits and shopping 
centre promotions are great and should be encouraged, 
however, there is nothing like a free ticket in the hand. 
It’s like forceful marketing, in that once someone has a 
ticket, there is almost a sense that they should go, if only 
to do the right thing by the club that has given them the 


Once we solve the poor crowd problem, which has 


plagued the NSL in general since its inception in 1977, 
then we could look at the other issues, such as securing 


Joe Russo 

By e-mail 

Joe, see I told you that if you wait long enough good 

things will happen. Let's hope we don’t have to wait too 
much longer for everything else you've mentioned. - Ed, 


Let's just hope that both countries play in the next 


Charlie Mangion, 
Bugibba, Malta, 


Dear Sir, 


league has been formed, 


same status. 


19's. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
FOUR 

FIRST GRADE: Kellyville Kolts 8, 
Maroubra United 1; Hawkesbury City 1, 
CSI Schofields 2; Eastern Creek Pioneers 
4, Granville Greenisland 2: United Eagles 
5, Sporting SCC 0: Marrickville 0, Sydney 
Crescent Star 4: Springwood 1, Auburn 
Star 2. 

RESERVE GRADE: Kellyville Kolts 
4, Maroubra United 2: Hawkesbury City 3, 
CSI Schofields 0: Eastern Creek Pioneers 
2, Granville Greenisland 1: United Eagles 
0, Sporting SCC 2: Marrickville 3, Sydney 
Crescent Star 2: Springwood 4, Auburn 
Star 1. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
FIVE 

FIRST GRADE: Western Sydney 
Passion 2, Kosciusko 5: UTS 0, Bossy 0: 
Liverpool Olympic 3, Lithgow Workmen 
5; Hinchinbrook Juniors 0, Petersham 2: 
Fairfield City 1, Birrong Sports 1. 

RESERVE GRADE: Wester Sydney 
Passion 3, Kosciusko 4; UTS 0, Bossy 1: 
Liverpool Olympic 4, Lithgow Workmen 
3; Hinchinbrook Juniors 0, Petersham 7: 
Fairfield City 3, Birrong Sports 1. 


WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE 

FIRST GRADE: NSW Academy 3, 
Macarthur Rams 0: Sutherland Sharks 0, 
Northern NSW/HAS 0; Marconi 9, 
Gladesville Ravens 0: Central Coast 
Lakers 3, Manly Warringah Dolphins 1: 
Nepean Association 2, Wollongong 
Wolves 1. 


I consider your paper to be one of the finest soccer magazines 
on the market, however, I was taken by surprise when I read the 
sensationalist garbage of your front page April 4th. You made ref- 
erence to the Macarthur Association being ousted from the 
Summer League competition starting in October. Just to set the 
record straight I will give you the facts of how and why the new 


‘The prime reasons that Macarthur Association and Eastern 
Suburbs Association did not apply is because our support base is 
primarily the local players within our association, If we were to 
move outside of their season, we would alienate our Super League 
teams from our support base thus decreasing crowds and revenue 
which has already happened with the carly start this season. 

We also feel that the career path for our players will also be 
disrupted with the axing of unders 18 and 21 in favour of under 


T cannot speak for the other clubs, however I can express the 
heartache that this article has caused within the Macarthur 
Region, to say that we were ousted when we did not even apply 
shows the lack of research done on this article. : 

It seems that John Economos (who's reports I normally enjoy 
reading) has taken the bait, hook, line and sinker. 

‘This also means that we will be fielding teams in the Super 
Youth League and Super Cadet League for the Year 2001, despite 
the rumours that are currently circulating. In future it would be 
appreciated if any stories regarding Macarthur RAMS were verri- 
fied with our Association so that the public can receive an accu- 


rate story. 
Personally 1 think that it is a brave move by the Federation and 


MALTESE DELIGHT || NSW AXES FIVE CLUBS 


Two Clubs Reply 


the clubs involved and I'wish them well, however, the five clubs 
that will not be involved in Summer Soccer must now work hard 
with the Federation to ensure a strong and viable Super League in 


2001. 


(MDSFA)) 
Dear Sir, 


‘At Super League Meetings over the past three years, the issue 
of Summer Soccer has been raised and debated on numerous 
occasions, with the majority of clubs in favour of switching to the 
Summer Soccer format. A number of clubs including Macarthur 
RAMS, Bankstown, Fairfield Bulls, Eastern Suburbs and Central 
Coast voted against Summer Soccer. 

When expressions of interest were called, all clubs made 
enquiries, however, when nominations were called Macarthur 
RAMS was the only Super League Club that did not apply for the 
Summer League. Prior to the Wednesday's announcement, 
Easter Suburbs also withdrew their nomination. 

Summer Soccer was primarily introduced by the Federation in 
an attempt to raise the profile and the attendances of the Super 
League Clubs, however during the debate it was decided that the 
new Summer Soccer league and the Super League would have the 


tions. 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION — LOWER DIVISIONS 


GRADE 21: Sutherland Sharks 1, 
Northern NSW/HAS 4: Marconi 3, 
Gladesville Ravens 0: Central Coast 
Lakers 1, Manly Warringah Dolphins 2: 
Nepean Association 0, Wollongong 
Wolves 2. 


WOMENS STATE LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE: St George 
Association 3, Bathurst City 0: Inter Lions 
1, UTS 4: CSI Schofields 0, Hajduk 
Wanderers 21. 
GRADE 19: St George Association 0, 
Bathurst City 3: Inter Lions 0, UTS 8: CSI 
Schofields 0, Hajduk Wanderers 10. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 

GRADE 13: Leichhardt Tigers 1, 
Sutherland Sharks 2: Penrith Panthers 4, 
Fairfield Bulls 3: Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 4, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2: 
Marconi Stallions 4, Wollongong Wolves 
1: Bankstown City 6, Canterbury 
Marrickville 0: Sydney United 1, Central 
Coast Coasties 2: Sydney Olympic 0, 
Newcastle Breakers 1: Northern Spirit 1, 
Blacktown City Demons 3: Macarthur 
Rams 4, St George 0: Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 1, Parramatta Eagles 6: Blacktown 
City 2, Macarthur Rams 1. 

GRADE 14: Leichhardt Tigers 3, 
Sutherland Sharks 0: Penrith Panthers 0, 
Fairfield Bulls 4: Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 1, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 1: 
Marconi Stallions 1, Wollongong Wolves 
1: Bankstown City 5, Canterbury 
Marrickville 1: Sydney United 1, Central 
Coast Coasties 0: Sydney Olympic 2, 
Newcastle Breakers 1: Northern Spirit 1, 


Jeff Duggan 
(Chairman; Macarthur District Soccer Football Association 


I am writing to you in regard to your cover story (NSW AXES 
FIVE CLUBS) in ABSW dated Tuesday April 4, 2000. 

Tf you would have at least had the courtesy to give us a phone 
call regarding our so called “unceremonious dumping” by the 
NSW Soccer Federation we could have informed you that, along 
with one other Super League club, we decided to withdraw our 
application for the summer league. 

We would have told you that The Eastern Suburbs Wanderers’ 
major support comes from our local Eastern Suburbs Soccer 
Football Association Clubs and that our board had made a deci- 
sion on behalf of the clubs that it would be more to our betterment 
if we utilised our resources and time on other things instead of 
Summer Soccer. 

To secure a long-term lease on a more suitable floodlit ground 
as well as the operation of a licensed club would be to ensure the 
long-term future of high level soccer in our region. 


Mssrs Duggan and Chiarello, I reply to your letters with the 
complete knowledge that both of you are correct in your summa- 


Very importanily I have spent some time reading and re-read- 
ing John’s (Economos) story. 

In light of this I ani niow-under the firm belief that both Easts 
and Macarthur have some reason to be concerned being branded 
underneath a headline that features the word ‘axed’ as neither of 
you were technically axed. 

It is an aggressive headline and one that neither club should 
have been party to. If either club has been offended by the story 
itself 1 would be quite surprised, but | do accept that both clubs 
are upset at being ‘axed’ when in fact they were not. 

ABSW apologises to both Eastern Suburbs and Macarthur for 
being bannered underneath a headline which did not pertain to 
either club, - Ed. 


Peter Chiarello, 
Chairman, 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 


Blacktown City Demons 0: Macarthur 
Rams 1, St George 0: Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 4, Parramatta Eagles 2: Blacktown 
City 2, Macarthur Rams 1. 

GRADE 15; Leichhardt Tigers 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 3: Penrith Panthers 1, 
Fairfield Bulls 1: Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 2, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0: 
Marconi Stallions 3, Wollongong Wolves 
2: Bankstown City 2, Canterbury 
Marrickville 2: Sydney United 4, Central 
Coast Coasties 0: Sydney Olympic 1, 
Newcastle Breakers 0: Northern Spirit 3, 
Blacktown City Demons 4: Macarthur 
Rams 0, St George 0; Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 1, Parramatta Eagles 2: Blacktown 
City 1, Macarthur Rams 1. 

GRADE 16: Leichhardt Tigers 1, 
Sutherland Sharks 2: Penrith Panthers 0, 
Fairfield Bulls 1: Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 3, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0: 
Marconi Stallions 2, Wollongong Wolves 
1: Bankstown City 1, Canterbury 
Marrickville 0; Sydney United 6, Central 
Coast Coasties 0: Sydney Olympic 0, 
Newcastle Breakers 0; Northern Spirit 2, 
Blacktown City Demons 0: Macarthur 
Rams 1, St George 0: Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 0, Parramatta Eagles 2: Blacktown 
City 5, Macarthur Rams 0. 


&) agsw: 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


ABSW Points: 3. Brett Hugo; 
1.5 Lee Sterrey and David Mitchell 
Red Card: Ossie Bellamy 
Caution: Soccer Australia 
Play of the day: TV crews - out of there in quick fashion 


What a fiasco! 


The coaches agreed the ground was dangerous — match day 
referee Brett Hugo concurred — but Newcastle based Soccer 
Australia appointed inspector Ossie Bellamy, after two morning 
inspections, ruled Breakers Stadium fit for play on Friday morning 
for the Breakers -v- Power clash. 

“The decision is a hard call and there was a lot of pressure on him 
(Brett Hugo) but I think it is the right decision,” Parramatta coach 
David Mitchell said. 

A suppa-sopper was brought in from the Newcastle Knights and a 
helicopter was used on two occasions during the day in an attempt to 
dry out the ground. 

Breakers groundsman Jimmy James advised officials on Friday 
morning the ground was not satisfactory for play but the inspector 
tuled the game would go ahead. 

‘The youth match had already been transferred to Blacksmiths Oval, 
a sensible move given the farcical events on Friday, and was able to be 
played. 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 


MARCONI STALLIONS 1 
By Gareth Duggan (In Auckland) 
he Auckland Kingz beat Marconi 3-1 at Ericsson Stadium 
last Friday night with a slick, capable performance topped 
off by one of the finest goals of the year from right winger 
Jonathon Perry. 

Marconi, sitting comfortably in third place on the table, belied their 
recent good form with a lacklustre effort. Glaring misses by Chris 
Trajanovski and Francis Awaritefe, as well as the poor defending for 
the Kingz’s first two goals were lowlights. 

But the Kingz were also in the sort of form which enables them to 
beat anybody in this competition. 

The match started brightly for the visitors, with Zeljko Babic having 
a goal disallowed for offside. A minute later he latched onto an 
innocuous-looking ball from Chad Gibson and bundled his way past 
defender David Moya. His powerful shot beat Kingz keeper David 
Duke at the near post for a 1-0 lead. 

It should have been 2-0 eight minutes later when Awaritefe was put 
clear by Danny Invincibile, only to completely muff the opeortunity. 

A minute later, a pin-point corner from Jeff Campbell was met 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 3 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 


ni inspiring Man of the Match performance from Socceroo 

Matthew Bingley led Northern Spirit to a thumping 3-0 

victory over Melbourne Knights at North Sydney Oval on 
Friday night. 

Bingley ghosted between the sweeper and central midfield roles to 
take control of the match, setting up the second goal and then scoring 
the third himself in the most dominant Northern Spirit performance of 
the season. 

Matthew Langdon started the ball rolling with a booming free kick in 
the 44th minute that hit the crossbar and cannoned over the line from 
20 metres. That gave Northern Spirit a 1-0 half-time lead and the tide 
of the match was well and truly headed Spirit’s way. 

Midway through the second half the floodgates threatened to open 
when Ryan Griffiths scored his second goal in the NSL, following in a 
Bingley shot to slot home the rebound, before Bingley himself finished 
off a good move to make it 3-0. 

While Bingley accepted the accolades after the match, Coach 
Graham Amold was beaming over several positives as the Spirit cause 


WASHOUT DEBACLE 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS Vs PARRAMATTA POWER 


‘Tc Parramatta Dover syoad aad snppodt stall actved forthe! mach; 
as did the Hugo, a couple of Sydney based journalists, the Breakers 
players and Breakers supporters, Cable television crews and support 
staff were all but set up for the kick-off when the decision was made to 
call off the match just 55 minutes before the scheduled start. 

What a fiasco — someone needs to give themselves an upper cut. 

“When I got here I thought this game would not go ahead and 1 
think if the game had gone ahead after half-an-hour the game would 
have been called off,” added Mitchell. 

Around two thousand spectators were inside the Stadium and 
witnessed Hugo walking around the centre circle on the phone, Lee 
Sterrey's at that, to Soccer Australia explaining the ground was unfit 
for play. 

“Basically it (the ground) is unfit 
to play,” Referee Brett Hugo said, 

“J rang the (National Soccer) 
league and they agreed that if it’s 
unfit to play then it’s unfit to play.” 

At least someone at the Breakers 
} had a bit of commonsense and shut 
“| the front gates until a decision was 
made and several thousand more 
Spectators were turned away, 

“Commonsense has prevailed. 
Brett (Hugo) has made the right 
decision,” Breakers coach Lee 
Sterrey said. 

“He walked out and inspected the 
ground himself and believed it was 


David Mitchell: Hard call. 


perfectly by Ivan Vicelich’s head for the eqauliser. 

On the half hour, Christian Care hit a speculative, looping effort 
from 35 yards that nearly embarassed Duke. 

For the rest of the half the Kingz were busier and more creative, 
while Marconi looked more nervous and skittery with a slashed 
clearance by Invincibile and pinball-like chaos in the penalty area, 

Ten minutes into the second half the Kingz took the lead when 
veteran striker Fred de Jong headed home Campbell’s left-wing cross. 
Marconi ‘keeper Michael Tumbull will have nightmares about his 
failed effort to take the cross. 

It was the start of almost complete dominance by the Kingz, with 
Marconi’s attacking opportunities limited to the occasional counter- 
attack. 

Slick midfield work by the Kingz — with Wynton Rufer superb in a 
deep-lying creative role — created chances for de Jong, Lammers, Rufer 
and subsitute Noah Hickey. 

The third goal finally made its belated but spectacular appearance in 
the 85th minute, 

When the ball bobbled loose on the edge of the penalty box, Kingz 
Tight winger Jonathon Perry struck the sweetest of drives into the top 
left corner. A fitting end to one of the Kingz’s best performances of the 
year, and a sobering experience for Marconi as they continue to chase a 
top-two spot for the play-offs. 


Matthew Bingley: Man of the Match. 


very dangerous. 

“There was two inspections one at seven thirty this morning and 
another at eleven thirty. The club’s done everything right to get the 
game on, we had a helicopter here this morning and at 4.30pm this 
afternoon and the (Newcastle) 
Knights loaned us their suppa- 


sopper. 

“If the club has done all that and 
it’s still not up to scratch well then 
to me the inspections are laughable 
and it’s not Brett’s fault and it’s not 
the chub’s fault.” 

The match was deferred, upon a 
ground inspection, until Sunday at 
6.30pm but that too was canned. 

Another local SA appointed 
inspector in Brian Tamsett along 
with an appointed match official 
Phillip Ryan inspected the ground at 
nine o'clock and ruled the ground 
unfit for play with no hesitation, 


1 Sterrey: 3 
Just walking on the ground caused 
(POS EEN et water to rise under foot and will take 
several days to dry out. 


Both coaches agreed on Friday night the match would be best played 
on Tuesday May 2 with both clubs playing the Friday before and the 
Sunday after. Breakers management, desperate for cash flow to cover 
Friday’s loss of income, are keen to play the match as soon as possible 
with tonight (Tuesday) an alternative. 


Wynton Rufer: Tormented the Stallions. 


picks up momentum in the chase for a credible finish to the season. 

The most notable positive aspect was the fact that the goalscoring 
problems, a big concern during the club’s initial 15 months, is now well 
and truly buried as Northem Spirit bagged three goals. They have now 
scored 11 goals in the last five games. 

Several youngsters also stood out and Arnold was quick to 
congratulate his defence after they managed to keep the Knights attack 
quiet with goalkeeper Paul Henderson not called to make a save until 
the 83rd minute. 

“Tt was a great night for us,” Amold said. “Not just the result but the 
way we did it. We were hungry from start to finish and we continued 
the recent trend of commitment and desire. That pact of our game has 
been spot on for the past six weeks. 

“Matt Bingley was great, especially coming forward and 1 thought 
our young boys continue their improvement. Ryan Griffiths scored his 
second goal and at just 17 years of age he has a big future. 

“T was also impressed with Matt Langdon, who scored his fourth 
goal of the season and (Michael) Cunico and Shane Lyons did very 
well. The young kids keep stepping up and I'll be Jooking at them over 
the next five weeks with next year in mind.” 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


By Damien Tripodi 


goal scored on the death gave the Brisbane Strikers three 

precious points and the Falcons a bitter pill to swallow in a 

game which had the word draw stamped on it right from the 
outset. 

After both sides battled for the entire match without being able to 
break the deadlock, in injury time (94th minute) whilst the Falcons 
were attempting to clear a Brisbane attack, the ball fell favourably to 
Paul Foster, who set up Peter Grierson, who, in turn with a good strike 
put the ball past Gippsland goalkeeper Bojo Jevdjevic. 

For the Brisbane side it was the end of the Gippsland hoodoo which 
had plagued them for some time and virtually a lifeline to stay in touch 
with the top six. 

For the Falcons it was a heartbreaking defeat as the team battled 
valiantly in an even game with the Gippslanders having most of the 
play but were unable to create real chances. 

Gippsland coach Jeff Hopkins was uncharacteristically critical of his 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
PERTH GLORY 


By Bert van Bedat 


he fat lady sang for South Melbourne as the defending 
champion lost 2-1 at home to league leader Perth Glory last 
Sunday night. 

South won't be making the finals to defend its back-to-back titles, 
having eamed only two points from its last five matches. There will be 
a new champion this season and the Glory boys from the West may 
well be the ones to take over the mantle after their injury time winner. It 
kept them top of the league, ahead of Wollongong Wolves, who are the 
other major title contender. 

South coach Ange Postecoglou conceded the club’s finals hopes 
were gone, when asked whether luck had deserted the team: “Luck’s a 
funny thing. It seems to go your way when you’re doing well,” 
Postecoglou said. 

“We had our chances tonight and maybe we could have won it (after 
the equaliser), But we ended up getting a loss and you’ ve just got to cop 
it and accept it,” he said. 

The fact that things hadn’t gone South’s way this season was a “sign 
that we’ ve struggled. We'll try to win every game and play well, but we 
probably won’t be in the finals. But we hope to finish on a positive 
note,” he said. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


the whole match last Sunday night at the Belmore Sportsground 

before ultimately, (and somewhat luckily), struggling to a 1-1 
draw against a defiant and well organised Canberra Cosmos in a 
controversial match that could have ended with much uglier after- 
match scenes. 

More than half of the crowd of 4,862 lingered behind well after the 
match had ended as they waited just above the players’ tunnel to hurl abuse 
at referee Simon Micallef who steadfastly refused to leave the pitch until 
back-up police had arrived to escort him safely back to the dressing rooms. 

The wrath of the Olympic fans had first been ignited by the early 
sending off of left wingback Chris Kalantzis, but reached fever pitch 
towards the end of the game as appeals for a ‘penalty’ were turned down 
after Olympic’s substitute striker Norman Tome had heavily collided just 
outside the box with Canberra’s airborne goalkeeper Grant Barlow. 

Although Tome appeared flattened after the collision, there was no cause 
for a penalty or intended foul as Barlow was already airborn reaching for 
the ball as Tome’s momentum slammed him into Barlow and heavily fell to 
the ground to receive first aid. 

Olympic’s coach Branko Culina confirmed after the match: “There was 
no real need for a protest for a penalty.” Culina underlined this fact by even 
stating: “I didn’t think the referee (Micallef) had a bad game.” 

Sydney Olympic who had led the League for almost four months and 
appeared most serious League Championship challengers, were a trifle 
fortunate as with an ounce of luck the gallant Canberrans could have caused 
a huge upset to win the match 1-3 through two goals that escaped 
Canberra’s striker Harry James. 

Unfortunately for Olympic, as early as in the seventh minute, their left 


S ydney Olympic was forced to battle with a man down for almost 


team after the match. “If you play poor football you get punished, we 
couldn’t string together more than four good passes all night: I can’t 
blame the effort, but the quality just wasn’t there.” 

The Falcons, with a three-pronged strike force consisting of 
Macnicol, Hutchinson and Sekulovski went immediately into attack 
trying to break Brisbane’s defence, however little worked as both 
Macnicol and the young recruit Sekulovski, after an impressive debut 
last week, appeared to be out of touch. 

The Falcons entered the penalty area often, but sorely appeared to 
lack the cohesion which they are noted for. Shots at goal were mainly 
of a speculative nature. Hopkins agreed that whilst his team generally 
creates the opportunities and is poor in finishing, today it visibly 
lacked. “We were poor, unusual for us, our main problem has been 
creating chances and not putting them away, tonight we didn’t create 
any chances.” 

At the other end of the ground, however, Brisbane’s Foster and 
Meredith were in devastating form. They combined well time after 
time. They created space with good exchanges, causing some traumatic 
moments for the Falcons defence and forcing keeper Bojo Jevdjevic to 
draw upon all his skills to save on each occasion. Foster hit the post 
once from a Meredith set up and Meredith forced Jevdejevic into a very 
courageous save from a Foster set up. 


Perth coach Bernd Stange candidly admitted, his team had scored a 
“lucky” win. 
“We have a lucky three points and are on top of the ladder. We 
finished third last year and we'll try to do better this year,” Stange said. 
“There's so much pressure in Perth to win the premiership. Whoever 
is coach of Perth or plays for Perth is expected 
to win a premiership, We are feeling that 
pressure now to finish first or second,” he 
said. 
It took Glory only three minutes to hit the 


pounced on the ball and poured through the 

centre, releasing Alistair Edwards on the left. 

Edwards moved into the box and drilled the ; 
ball wide of South ‘keeper Chris Jones into Alistair Edwards: 
the far comer. Match winner. 

But victory was only secured two minutes into extra time, when 
Edwards struck again from a free-kick that took a deflection. 

Having conceded the opening goal, South mounted its customary 
quota of attacks in search of an equaliser only to be denied by the tight 
Perth defence or aiming wide. 

Michael Curcija was goal-bound but judged offside after 10 minutes. 
Goran Lozanovski’s free-kick went just wide of the left-post and 
Curcija also missed a great opportunity in the 10th minute after Fausto 
DeAmicis put him through. The South’s top striker ran into the box 
towards a waiting Petkovic and aimed his shot just wide of the left post. 


wingback Chris Kalantzis found himself as the last man in defence. With 
his keeper John Perosh well out, Kalantzis foolishly dragged down the 
raiding Canberran striker just outside the box as he looked certain to score, 

This blantant offence left referee Simon Micallef with no alternative but 
to show Kalantizs the red card which understandably greatly handicapped 
Olympic for the rest of the match. The sending off hugely affected 
Olympic’s confidence and strength in the midfield, whilst in contrast 
Canberra’s authority and defiance grew in 
strength, especially in the second session. 

Having been denied by this foul a certain 
goal so early, James again missed another 
blatant scoring opportunity to hit the winner 
with just 10 minutes to go. 

Substitute Daniel Watkins after scoring the 
lifesaving equaliser eight minutes earlier, 
Sane knocked a wonderful ball from the right to 
Harry James: Missed find James on the edge of the box. However 

Opportunities. james’ first touch was so poor the ball flew 
away from his shooting boot and the golden chance went begging. 

Olympic’s and the NSL’s leading goalscorer Pablo Cardozo, drew first 
blood just four minutes after the break, when he brilliantly head-glanced a 
perfect Kresimir Marusic freekick fired in from the right. 

Canberra’s 70th minute substitute Daniel Watkins fired up his team from 
the moment he came on and two minutes later with his very first touch 
scored his team’s most valuable equaliser in a spectacular, action packed 
situation. 

James first hit an on-target drive from the right which Olympic’s central 
marker Scotty Baillie intercepted with an outstretched boot to deflect the 
missile onto the right upright. As the ball strongly rebounded back into 
play, Watkins followed up making no mistake by blasting it first time back 
into the target, 

Canberra’s midfield of Castro, Brian Hamilton, Jason Polak, Paul 
Roberts and Andrew Clark battled ferociously in the second half to have 
their more illustrious opponents penned in their own half for long periods, 


The best chance for Gippsland in the first half was a 20-metre drive 
by Durakovic which the outstretched, diving Bolton deflected for a 
corner. 

The second half was very much the-same with attacks and counter 
attacks but with neither able to find an avenue towards goal, 

The Best effort came from John Hutchinson at the 56th minute. 
Under pressure, he let go a low, Jeft-foot drive which Bolton in 
acrobatic fashion, finger-tipped away. 

Grierson, twice and McKain created chances for Brisbane. 

Just as many fans were leaving the ground, believing that the game_ 
was destined to end in a draw, Grierson’s unexpected goal stunned the 
home crowd and gave the match an anticlimatic finish, 

Brisbane coach John Kosmina stated after the game that his team 
deserved the three points. “I am happy with the result for obvious 
Teasons, we probably deserved the three points if one looks at the 
amount of football played, we were certainly the better team. Gippsland 
is always a difficult team to play and as they did in the past they almost 
managed to catch us out a few times.” 

On the question as to why Gippsland has had the edge over Brisbane 
in the past, Kosmina replied that his team often can’t put 90 minutes 
together, whilst teams like Gippsland do. 


Curcija was also held to a comer by Dion Valle inside the box and 
shot over the bar in a busy 30-minute spell, while another one of 
Lozanovski’s trademark free-kicks flew across the face of goal. 

Four minutes from half-time Lozanovski pounced on a defensive 
mistake by Valle and crossed into the goal area. But Petkovic 
intercepted with a solid save denying Curcija and Vaughan Coveny a 
possible tap-in from close range, giving Perth a goal advantage at the 
interval. 

Tsekinis nearly levelled in the 62nd minute with a header he 
snatched before Petkovic could get his hands to the ball, but the home 
side finally found the net with a Lozanovski free-kick in the 65th 
minute. 

‘The right wingman stepped up to take the dead ball and blasted it 
past Petkovic with such ferocity the Perth ‘keeper could scarcely have 
seen it coming. 

‘The equaliser lifted South as both teams stood toe-to-toe to force a 
winner. Chances fell to Tsekinis and Kasey Webrman. An injury to 
Nick Orlic gave John Anastasiadis the chance to bolster the South 
attack, while Bobby Despotovski took over from Aurelio to add to 
Perth’s forward strength, 

But it was left to Edwards to strike the winner from a free-kick two 
minutes into injury time although DeAmicis deflected the ball into his 
own net, wrong-footing Jones, who had the shot covered. 

DeAmici$ also headed into his own net against Adelaide City last 
Wednesday, but it transpired later that referee Jeremy Blaney had 
awarded the goal to the shot-taker Louis Brain. 


Canberra’s right wingback Castro, especially had an excellent game, his 
first full match since coming back from a broken leg sustained last October 
against Brisbane, whilst the National Capital’s goalie Grant Barlow pulled 
off two crucial blocks to deny Brett Emerton in the 33rd minute and 
Norman Tome in the 86th. 

Left midfielder Andrew Clark also had a solid match as he strived to 
shackle Olympic’s bullocking midfield flanker Brett Emerton, whilst 
Olympic’s best were Cardozo, Baillie and Emerton. 

Marusic understandably made a quiet debut for Olympic after having 
just arrived from Belgium just three days prior, and his long characteristic 
mobile slicing raids were non existent. 

Tommy Sermanni, Canberra's always smiling coach stated later: “The 
sending off (Kalantzis’) made a difference | think. We have played better 
than our results have shown this season and I thought that Andrew Clark 
did a super job on containing Emerton and our midfield got better as the 
game went on. I’m happy to be coming away with a point and great credit 
to my players who stepped up to battle on. 

“There were not a lot of chances at either end and if a team was going to 
win it it would be by a sneak goal. Watkins did well having not scored for 
so long and Castro did very well considering this was his first full game 
since breaking his leg Jast October against the Brisbane Strikers,” Sermanni 
summed up. 

Meanwhile Olympic’s coach Branko Culina evaluated: “It’s hard now to 
get into the Top Two spot and there is no need for a protest (re penalty on 
the Barlow and Tome incident). We copped a penalty last week (vs 
Adelaide City) when no one appealed for it. Personally I didn’t think the 
teferee (Micallef) had a bad game. 

“ was proud of my players as it wasn’t an easy game but they played 
with determination with only 10 men and still got something out of the 
game. We had six players out, (injured or suspended -Wilson, Thomas, 
Carle, Mendez, Phillips and Juric). Canberra is a decent side but we'll make 
the Top Six even though we're slipping further away. We might just hit 
form at the right time as we played better even though with 10 men than 
over the last two weeks,” Culina ended. 


TURN TO PAGE 32 FOR MATCH STATISTICS 
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SYDNEY UNITED 
CARLTON SC 


By Jullan Murphy 


defeating the hapless Sydney United 2-1 at the Sydney 
United Sports Centre on Sunday. 

It was an important win for the Melbourne outfit, particularly with 
Auckland and Brisbane picking up wins earlier on the weekend. With 
five wins from their last six starts, Carlton are in form at the right end 
of the season and not completely out of the running for a top two finish. 

Apart from a 10 minute period early in the second half, the game 
was anything but inspiring although the poor state of the pitch did make 
it difficult for the players. 

United spent most of the first half on the back foot with defenders 
Eddy Bosnar and Velimir Kupresak finding themselves under 
continuous pressure, Carlton’s John Markoyski called United keeper 
Brett Hughes into action early with a couple of firm, goal-bound shots. 

In the seventh minute Markovski tried a different approach and 
Hughes did well to tip his looping, left-foot effort over the bar. Ljubo 
Lapsansky took the resulting corner and, courtesy of some weak 
defence, the lanky Dave McPherson met the ball with a header at the 
far post. Hughes got down to the bal! but it squeezed its way under his 
body and across the line to open the scoring for the visitors, 

Carlton then spent the next half an hour virtually camped in United’s 
half looking to add to their tally. Lapsansky and skipper Andrew Marth 


C arlton took another step towards securing a top six spot by 


were providing the drive out of the midfield and the young United side. 


responded to the opposition’s dominance with a series of crude tackles, 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 


By Otto Bader 


glued to their seats in an action packed game. It had 
everything. 

It started with open soccer by both teams where a draw would not be 
good enough for either side. Adelaide had the first dangerous shot at goal, 
just going over the bar. 

Wolves keeper Les Pogliacomi had to race out of his goal to tackle 
speedy Adelaide striker Brad Hassell and received a yellow card for his 
trouble. Now an automatic one game suspension for the keeper. 

He had no choice but to prevent the opposition from scoring. Adelaide's 
Damien Mori looked very dangerous and defender Alvin Ceccoli had his 
hands full to contain the lively striker. 

He also received a yellow card later and will miss the next game. The 
Wolves survived several dangerous situations and looked like losing shape. 
However, in the 20th minute a brilliant move between Stuart Young, Paul 
Reid set up Saso Petrovski for at top shot, just missing the target. 

Giant Wolves defender David Cervinski used his height to save his side 


QO: Sunday night at Brandon Park the 5,518 spectators were 


South Melb v Adelaide City 


3-G_ Lozanovski 
2-A. Vidmar 
1-M. Curcija 


(SM) 
(Ac) 
(SM) 


3-W. Rufer 
2-J, Campbell 
1-S. Babic 


Northern Spirit v Melb Knights 
3-M. Bingley (NS) 
2-M. Langdon, (NS) 
1-R. Slater (NS) 


3-S. losifidis 
2-S. Miller 
1-D. Clarkson 


Gippsland v Brisbane Strikers 
3-P. Foster (BS) 
2-D. Marcina (GF) 
1-M. Durakovic (GF) 


3-A. Ceccoli 
2-D. Cervinski 
1-A. Vidmar 


Sydney Olympic v Canberra 
3-A. Castro (CC) 
2-G. Barlow (CC) 
1-P. Cardozo (SO) 


2-A. Genc 
1-A. Marth 


Kingz v Marconi 


South Melbourne v Perth Glory 


Sydney United v Carlton SC 
3-L. Lapsansky 


United’s first shot on target came in the 27th minute when Carlton 
keeper Dean Anastasiadis had to dive full stretch to his left to keep out 
a Tom Pondeljak cannonball. In most instances however, any United 
foray into the opposition half was competently repelled by the likes of 
Steve Horvat and = 
Andrew Douglas. 

For all their 
possession, Carlton 
couldn’t pick up a 
second goal and 
United were unlucky 
not to equalise in the 
40th minute, A P=") 
pinpoint through ball 
by Pondeljak found 
Aytec Genc motoring 
down the left hand Fad 
side. Genc evaded 


en 


sending a cross to i 
nick Bosevski in the 
goal mouth. The 
United _ striker’s 
close-range header 
was knocked away Andrew Marth: Winner. 
by Anastasiadis with a spectacular reflex save and the United fans 
groaned in disbelief. 
The United players, led by Gene and Ante Moric, seemed to get a 
spring in their step after this close call and in the second half they 
appeared to come out ready to take the game to their more highly 


from falling behind and was a tower of strength all game long, particularly 
in the final 15 minutes when Adelaide threw caution to the wind to force an 
equaliser. 

Adelaide had several free-kicks just outside the goal area but could not 
find the target. A Wolves free kick in the 34th minute taken by Noel 
Spencer was blocked on the line and the rebound hit home for 1-0 by the 
alert Saso Petrovski. 

The noise in the stadium was deafening. The supporters were in full 
swing, 

‘The call for a penalty was on when Saso Petrovski was tackled in the 
box but only a corner was given. Adelaide tried hard to score with 
dangerous attacks’ but could not overcome stubborn Wolves defence, 
particularly Wolves Dino Mennillo — a former Adelaide player — worked 
hard to show his talent as attacker and defender. 

The second half started with a wild attack by the Wolves and captain 
Matt Horsley hit just wide. 

‘The game was exciting and was played from end to end, 

Shots from Horsley and Paul Reid were saved while Stuart Young was 
called off-side on two fast breaks. Saso Petrovski missed an open goal, his 
shot narrowly missing the upright, and once more after a great ball from 
Scott Chipperfield. 

Another goal for the Woives was disallowed in the final 10 minutes 
when Scott Chipperfield hit a corner from the right straight into the net. It 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


fancied opponents. 

In the 48th minute the home side levelled the score at 1-1. For some 
reason only known to himself, although the uneven surface may have 
contributed, Carlton’s Daniel Vasilevski kicked the bail out for a corner 
without a United player anywhere near him. 

Genc worked a 1-2 with Moric from the comer, raced around three 
defenders before unleashing a low shot towards goal. Anastasiadis 
again got a hand to the ball but this time he couldn't prevent it from 
crossing the line. 

Sensing that they were finally witnessing a close contest, the long- 
suffering United fans started to become more vocal and urged their 
team forward. Yet, such has been United’s season, the visitors were 
back in front just seven minutes later. 

A Lapsansky free kick took a deflection off McPherson inside the 
penalty area before falling to Marth. The skipper latched onto the ball 
and it made its way through a crowded penalty area and into the net. 

There were few highlights for the remainder of the game as United 
struggled in vain to get past the Carlton defence. United were restricted 
to a couple of long-range efforts by Pondeljak, one of which did 
thunder into the crossbar. 

Carlton had a few good chances, two in particular falling to 
substitute Alex Moreira, to put the issue beyond doubt but in the end it 
didn’t matter. 

Tt was another disappointing day for the Edensor faithful yet one 
positive was the performance of substitute Ante Deur late in the game. 
The young player showed enough in his first outing to suggest he will 
be a welcome addition to the struggling side. 

Carlton’s mid-season horror run seems well and truly behind them 
and if they can continue to pick up good results Stuart Munro’s men 
will soon be preparing for the finals. 


was unclear why the goal was not given. It tumed out to be a fighting 
finish, the Wolves hanging on and Adelaide unlucky not to equalise. 
Wolves coach Nick e 
Theodorakopoulos conceded | : . —=5 
it was a tight encounter 
against a classy opposition F 
and he struggled to find a |) 
solution to contain the 
speedy Adelaide strikers |» 
while his midfield was [ 
defending and also involved | 
in attacks. It was difficult 
but the team kept 
composure. 
Adelaide coach Zoran 
Matic said he was aware of 
the dangerous Wolves 
attacks and maintained his 
side worked out chances but Nick Ti Jorakopoulos: 
could not overpower the Tough Win 
home defenders. It was hard 4 
as he expected with his main defender Alex Tobin still out with 2 leg 
injury. 


us, THE ABSW PLAYERS 
(Ak) oer POINTS WILL BE 


(AK) 
(Ms) 


(SM) 
(PG) 
(SM) 


Wollongong v Adelaide City 


(Www) 
(WW) 
(AC) 


(Cc) 
(SU) 
(C) 


HIDDEN FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF THE 


SEASON. 


THE WINNER WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED AT SEASON’S 


a END. 
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By Bert van Bodaf 


eader Green Gully suffered, 

its first loss of the season 

going down 2-0 at home to 

Altona East last Sunday. The 

Phoenix rose to the occasion, 
scoring in both halves. 

Green Gully’s loss was 


compounded with a serious injury to 


SAINTS 


By Ivan Perkov 


match appearance at Melbourne 
stadium, trouncing bottom- 
team Heidelberg United 3-1. But they 
should have made it double figures. 
Sitting in fourth position, the Saints 
started their assault early. It was in the 
eighth minute when Matthew Urlovic, 
brother of Knights forward Paul, gave the 
600-strong crowd a taste of things to come. 
Ivan Zilic passed to Urlovic, who saw his 
shot saved by Robert Graskoski. 


S:: Albans Saints enjoyed their home 


rt Melbourne fell victim to a 
Prererm Preston, losing 1-0 
under lights at Anderson Reserve 

last Saturday night. 

After coming from an away win against 
Fawkner last week, the Sharks were 
determined to continue a winning streak, 
but a revamped Preston had other 
intentions and walked away with the full 
points. 

The hot Lions were the first team to 
withstand a defeat by runaway leader 
Green Gully, and their improved form 
showed, 

Midfielders Sasho Slaveski and Dimce 
Panev provided the firepower as a wave of 
attacks put Sharks ‘keeper Tony Lyras 


(Calomino, Nalpantas) 


Port Melbourne ...0 Preston . 


(Panev) 


Altona Magic .....2 
(Micevski, Jolevski) 


(Urlovic 2, Dragicevic) 


Green Gully .,..... 0 


(Catalano) 


(Opazo) 


(Groidis, Dimitrelos) 


Melbourne Raiders v Fawkner Blues 


(Tonight) 


4 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 11, 


HOT LIONS MAUL 


Heidelberg ........0061 


Steve Mangos in the first half. 

appeared to have suffered & 
broken left ankle and will be absent 
for several weeks. 


Bentleigh Greens nudged closer to 


top spot, while Preston is also 
advancing. St Albans bounced back 


from x loss by beating Heidelberg 3-1, 
ye ee ee ee 


is showing carly signs of having to 
stave ii a 


ROAST BERGERS 


Twelve minutes later Urlovic was again 
denied by Graskoski, who was United’s best 
player, but it seemed obvious Urlovic would 
score eventually. 

He did so in the 28th minute after Mijo 
‘Trupkovic sent in a curling cross. 

Heidelberg had no answers to St Albans’ 
dominance as Mile Medjedevic and 
Cameron Brown tried in vain to stop gaps 

appearing, 

When Urlovic bagged his second goal in 
the 36th minute, the Saints had victory 
within their grasp. Zilic sent in a pinpoint 
cross, which Urlovic finished with a 
powerful header. 


under pressure, 

Port Melbourne suffered its first set- 
back in the 31st minute, when referee 
Bruno Daniello sent off Zlatko Mihajlovic 
for a tackle from behind on Josip Kozic.. 

With the Sharks down to 10 men, the 
Lions capitalised early. Panev madegood 
use of a John Sapazovski through-bail to 
hit the net from less than 10 metres eight 
minutes later, 

Slaveski and Vlado Petkovski were 
pushing the Sharks defence, coming within 
centremetres of extending Preston's lead. 

Three minutes before half time Slaveski 
thundered toward goal. The ball hit the 
post and rebounded straight to Petkovski, 
who also hit the woodwork, 

Port had a chance to equalise in the 
second half, when Damon Collina took an 
indirect free-kick inside the penalty box. 


Bentleigh .........--.3 Pp 
(Bresiln, Markovski 2) 


Green Gully Cavaliers 10 
Bentleigh Greens 10 
Altona Magic 

St. Albans Saints 

Altona East Phoenix 
Preston Lions 

Oakleigh Cannons 

Port Melb Sharks 

Bulleen Zebras 

Melbourne Raiders 
Fawkner Blues 


sevoek 


Heidelberg raced out of the blocks after 
half time, but its ambitions were quickly 
dashed when Ilija Dragicevic managed to 
squeeze in St Albans’ third goal in the 55th 
minute. A good build-up by Zilic and 
Trupkovic gave Dragicevic an easy strike, 

Ten minutes later, substitute Peter Di 
Orio won the Bergers a penalty, but striker 
Alfonso Opazo hit wide of goal. 

But Opazo atoned for his misdemeanor 
by heading home a consolation goal in the 
77th minute. But it was not enough to spark 
a Heidelberg revival. Will this be another 
dogfight for the once great Bergers to avoid 
relegation? Only time will tell. 


SHARKS 


But new Preston goal keeper George 
Tsianakis kept the Sharks at bay with an 
excellent save. 

Player-coach Peter Tsolakis put himself 
on the field in place of John Pappas in the 
76th minute, but the move also failed to 
produce a Port goal. 

The Sharks had one more chance to 
level in the final stages, but a great 
defensive effort by Sasa Ognenovski 
ensured the Lions went home with the full 
points to continue their drive up the ladder. 

Port Melbourne: Lyras, Palamaras, 
Sonsini (Pir), Watson, Pappas (Tsolakis), 
Mihajlovic, Poutakidis, Mustafa, Knezevic, 
Tsaltas, Collina (Nicolic), 

Preston: Tsianakas, Ognenovski, 
Bosevski, Everetts, Drogriski (Sterjovski), 
Petkoski, Sapazovski (Stojcevski), Panev, 
Kozic, Slaveski, Kovacic (Josifovski), 


eat well 


live well 
7 


GREENS OUT-GUN 
CANNONS 


By David Davutovic 


ecently appointed coach Gary 
R= remained undefeated in his 

five matches in charge of the 
Bentleigh Greens with a slender 3-2 
victory away to Oakleigh, who were 
reduced to 10 men, 

Bentleigh opened the scoring in the 
second minute as David Breslin helped the 
ball on from a throw-in and Saso 
Markovski headed it over Nick Koletsas in 
Oakleigh’s goal. 

Six minutes later, Bentleigh wing-back 
Tom Karapatsos lost possession in the 
middle of the park, as Mariano Calomino 
made a blistering run down the left flank, 
cut inside the penalty area, beating a third 
player, and slotted it home from the edge 
of the box. 

A neatly constructed move from 
Bentleigh saw them regain the lead in the 
32nd minute with Karapatsos linking with 
Jim Kotsovolos down the right flank, the 
resulting cross headed home from close 
range by Breslin. 

The Greens were about to go into the 
break with a 3-0 lead when Markovski 
blasted in his second from three metres 
after Stelios Drakos’ header was saved by 
Koletsas. 

Substitute Andrew Strapelias created 
Oakleigh’s second goal only 30 seconds 
after coming on, supplying the pass to Bill 
Nalpantidis who turned and shot to reduce 
the deficit to 3-2. 

Only the reflexes of Glenn Clarke 
thwarted Andrew Strapelias from scoring 
the equaliser three minutes later with a 
powerful shot from 15 metres. 

Nalpantidis was taken off injured in the 
70th minute after a heavy challenge with 
Clarke. 


Leading Goalscorers 


wo 
8 1 
2 
4 
3 Saso Markovski 
Dimce Paney 


Ike Alagiozidis 
Nick Tsaltas 


UUW wUWBWe OWN NnNeE 


6 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 


2000 


Sash Becvinovski 


Team 

Heidelberg United 
Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Preston Lions 
Oakleigh Cannons 


Port Melbourne Sharks 


Heidelberg Utd V Altona Magic 
Melb raiders V St Albans Saints 


Oakleigh finished the match with 10 
men as Tas Psonis received his marching 
orders after a late challenge. 

Cole described the win as an “excellent 
result, although really we should’ve had 
them dead and buried at halftime. We 
played some super football tonight and 
scored some great goals,” Cole said. 

However, Cole admitted much 
improvement was needed if the Greens are 
to challenge Green Gully for the title this 
year. “We’re not the world’s greatest team 
defensively. We'll have to improve, 
because we can’t keep doing this,” he said. 

Oakleigh’s player-coach Ike Alogiozidis 
confirmed that Nalpantidis’ injury wasn’t 
as serious as first thought. “It’s a twisted 
knee rather than ligament damage. He 
could be right for next week,” Alogiozidis 
said. 

Despite his aims of finishing among the 
top four, Alogiozidis has pencilled in 
avoiding a return to the State League as a 
priority, saying, “25 points is enough to 
survive” in the VPL, “because there are a 
lot of drawn matches.” 

Bentleigh faces Green Gully next week 
in the match of the season to date. 

Oakleigh Cannons: Nick Koletsas; 
Neil Wallace; George Karagiannis 
(George Daoulas 85); Mariano Calomino; 
Felix Rosman; Bill Tsiakos; Con Harbis; 
Bill Nalpantidis (Dimos Sevastiadis 70); 
Tas Psonis; tke Alogiozidis; Juan Sastre 
(Andrew Strapelias 63). 

Bentleigh Greens: Glenn Clarke, Tom 
Karapatsos; Harry Micheil (George 
Kalimeris 69); Gerry McDonagh; Theo 
Constantinou; Stelios Drakos; Doug 
Mladenovic; Will Hastie; Saso Markovski; 
David Breslin; Jim Kotsovolos. 


Fawkner Blues V Preston Lions 3pm 
Altona East Pheonix V Port Melbourne Sharks 3pm 
Bentleigh Greens V Green Gully 
Bulleen Zebras V Oakleigh Cannons 3pm 


3pm 


Monday April 17 


8.15pm 
8.15pm 


Melbourne Raiders v Fawkner Blues 


NSW Socc 


P.O. Box 6024 Blacktown Business Cen re, NSW: 21 


er Federation 


EAGLES CLINCH LATE VICTORY 


Bonnyrigg WE 3 
St George 1 


wo goals right on full-time gave 
Bonnyrigg a 3-1 home win over St 
George last Saturday night. 

The hard fought win sees the White Eagles 
leapfrog Blacktown to the top of the table after 
the Demons could only manage a 2-2 draw 
against Eastern Suburbs, 

The winning goal came courtesy of a penal- 
ty in the 90th minute. After Robert Gomez sent 
a looping cross into the goal mouth, Colin Luff 
was impeded by Saints keeper Les Bihari. 
Referee Con Diomis pointed to the spot and 
Luff stepped up to make the score 2-1. 

The result was put beyond doubt two min- 
utes later when Johnny Ghisso scored his 12th 
Boal for the season with a close-range shot that 
deflected off defender Bill Petrovski. 

Although the game was scrappy at times it 
contained an intensity that one would expect of 
a top of the table clash. There were enough 
bruising challenges and off the ball incidents 
to keep referee Diomis busy throughout the 
match, 


St George did well early on and kept the 
Bonnyrigg defence, missing Bobby Dragas 
through suspension, on their toes. Afier halting 
araid in the 25th minute, White Eagles keeper 
Sasha Bozic sent the ball downfield with a 
booming kick, 

Striker Luff ran on to the clearance and, 


catching the Saints defence napping, stormed 
towards the St George goal. Bihari saved 
Laff’s initial shot with a brilliant leap but Luff 
was able to regather the ball and push it into an 
empty goal, 

‘The Saints equalised in the 34th minute 
through Simon Verrender. With the Bonnyrigg 
defence holding back, Verrender made his way 
into the penalty area and’sent a low curling 
shot into the bottom left hand comer. 

The visitors, who arguably won the mid- 
field battle in the first half, had fewer opportu- 
nities in the second 45 minutes, The White 
Eagles spent a lot of time going forward but 
found it difficult to get into positions from 
which to score. 

With the game seemingly heading for a 1-1 
finish, which wouldn’t have been a totally 
unfair result, the penalty was awarded. The 
decision stood even though the linesman’s flag 
was up for offside and, to the delight of the 
boisterous home crowd, Luff put away the 
Winner, 


TOP SCORERS 


PLAYER 
M. Hagger 
J. Ghisso, 


CLUB 
Blacktown 
Bonnyrigg 


S. Karavatakis Leichhardt 


A Anderson 
J. Aschner 
C, Luff 

J, Bruni 


Parramatta 
Easts Subs 
Bonnyrigg 

Leichhardt 


LACKLUSTRE DEMONS 
SURRENDER TWO POINTS 


Blacktown City 2 
Eastern Suburbs 2 


By Don O'Regan 


lacktown City Demons relin- 
quished top spot in the NSW 
Super League when they 


SCORERS 


Blockiown City Demons 2 (M Haggat 20m. 3 Bennet 
22m), Eastern Suburbs Wanderers (own goal Sim, 3 
Aschner 78in) 

Central Coast Coasties 0, Fairfield Bulls t (S 


‘Laroeca 2m} 

- Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 (C Luff 25m, Penalty 90m, 
own goal 92m), St George Saints 1 (S Verrender 34m) 

Macarthur Rams 0, Penrith Panthers 3 (D Hinton 
10/Stm,S Casserly 61m) 

Parramatta Eagles 3 (M Revelcy 32m, B Delicata 
35m, A Anderson 88m), Bankstown City Lions 1 (T 


again in this contest, coming back from 
two goals down to square the ledger. 

‘The Demons established their lead 
in the 20th and 22nd minutes through 
the efforts of their star forwards, Mark 
Hagger and Jason Bennett. 

The first arrived after Damien 
Brown weaved his magic down the left 
before rounding Peter Pullicino and 
sending in a cross that was forcibly met 


shared the points in a 2-2 draw at 4, is Joseski ) 
y the head of Hagger to notch his 15th 
porte mae clea Wanderers goal of the current campaign. Canterbury Marrickville Berries 2 (J Nikas 19m, R 
turday € a T i lat id it 
Easts were good value for their Beanet'd Ria ls ocd Seeks Bustos 82m), Manly Warringah Dolphins ¢ ; 
point and but for a superb save by City most of a long ball from Damien Foxe Leichhardt 4 (S Karavatakis 46m, A Dowling 


keeper, Fernando Greco in the 58th 
minute, tipping Mal Nicholls’ decep- 
tive blackheader over the bar, they may 
well have secured all three against a 
below-par-Demons’ performance. 

Going into the game without two of 
their key players, defender Paul Yates 
(groin) and midfield dynamo Peter 
Sermanni (hamstring), the reshaped 
City team never really clicked, allow- 
ing the bullient Yavuz Ekinci to show 
off his skills for the Wanderers in the 
middle of the park. 

With only one loss in their previous 
five games, Easts are making a deter- 
mined run to reach the top five and 
their never-say-die outlook was evident 


Tigers. 
and effortlessly cracking the ball into | 99M) Sutherland Sharks 1 (K Karunasos 26m). 
net, 

Forward Jimmy Aschner was a con- 
tstant thom in the side of Blacktown 
and deserved his slice of luck in the 
35th minute when his goal-bound shot 
was saved by Greco in the Demons’ 
goal, only for the bail to hit Foxe and 
fall into the goal. 

As the Wanderers upped the ante in 
the second half, they were duly reward- 
ed in the 78th minute when Aschner 
got the deftest of touches to Yavuz 
Ekinci’s free-kick to wrong-foot the 
Demons’ defence and earn his team a 
well deserved point. 


RESOLTS 


Blacktown v Easts 

Cen. Coast v Fairfield Bulls 
Bonnyrigg v St George 
Macarthur v Penrith 
Parramatta v Bankstown 


SHARKS STRETCH TIGERS 


Leichhardt Tigers 2 
Sutherland Sharks 1 
[ @ game that had virtually everything, 
Leichhardt Tigers certainly had to sweat it 
out for their narrow 2-1 victory over 
Sutherland Sharks at Lambert Park. 


On paper it should have been a comfortable 
victory for the Tigers, given the respective posi- 
tions occupied by both teams on the ladder. 

However, games are not won ‘on paper’ and it 
was a goal in the last minute of the game by 


PW OD 
Blacktown CityDemons 13 8 3 
Central Coast Coastles 13 8 2 
Penrith Panthers TZ art 
Parramatta Eagles 146 3 
Leichhardt Tigers {25 Goes 2 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 13 6 1 
Macarthur Rams 136 1 
Sutherland Sharks 1464 =«5 
St George Saints 134 4 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 13 3 5 
Eastem Suburbs 133 ~=5 
Canterbury Marrickville 44 2 
Bankstown City Lions 1463 3 
Fairfield Bulls 133 3 


Dowling that gave the Tigers their victory. In fact, 
excellent lead-up work by Karavatakis and 
Taleevski finally led to an accurate cross, which 
Dowling latched onto and headed home, 

Sutherland may consider themselves unlucky 
not to have taken a point having hung on for so 
long, but the Tigers will certainly claim they 
deserved their victory because on three occasions, 
in the Ist, 39th and 84th minutes they hit the 
woodwork through Lansdown, Macolino and 
Stubbs-Mills respectively. 

The visitors took the lead thanks to a 
Karanasos goal in the 25th minute. It was a majes- 
tic finish from the youngster after some nice lead- 
up work from his teammates, His final shot ended 
up in the upper part of the net, well out of the 


NOOORUANUINAR OOS 
OHA DAoaAWNhonuannog 


OOOAMIWNGYWANYWOe 


LF A Pts PWODL E A Pt 
26a A727) Parramatta Eagies 14 10 4 3 39° 19 31 
3 22 14 26 Fairfield Bulis 13 10 @ 3 29 17 30 
S 27 19 25 Blacktown CityDemons 13 8 4 1 24 10 28 
5 22 17 21 Leichhardt Tigers 12 7:2 3 30 20 23 
4 25 18 20 Central CoastCoastles 13 6 2 5 29 19 20 
6 28 26 19 Macarthur Rams 135 5 3 20 18 20 
6 20 23 19 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 138: WO 8) AT Ah 16 
S21 (2% 17 Bankstown City Lions 145 3 6 24 2B 18 
5 23 22 16 Penrith Panthers 12 4 86 3) 20) 13) 17 
5 19 22 14 Sutherland Sharks 144 4 6 20 21 16 
5 18 26 14 Eastem Suburbs: 13:3 58 5 20 28 14 
8 22 32 14 St George Saints 13 2 4 7 16 39 10 
8 28 33 12 Manly Warringah Dolphins 13 2 1 10 13 21 7 
7 16 26 12 Canterbury Marrickville 03 1111 4 3 


reach of an outstretched Tigers ‘keeper. 


Leichhardt hit back just 30 seconds into the 


second half with a goal by Karavatakis, He beauti- 
fully finished off the move and touched the ball 
into the net, after receiving the ball from a Stubbs- 
Mills cross. In his brave attempt at saving, ‘keeper 
Ola injured himself and had to be replaced and at 
‘one stage it looked very bad indeed. 

Fortunately, for all concerned, he managed to 
walk of the ground after the game was delayed for 
several minutes, 

The final twist to the plot was in the 89th 
minute, when Dowling scored after Leichhardt 
had pressured Sutherland’s goal in a desperate 
search for the winning goal, 


FHIISRLVVKS SSS a 


Cant. Marr. v Manly-Warr. 
Leichhardt v Sutherland 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Super League 


Kick-off times — 3.00pm (1st Grade), 1.00pm (U21s), 
11.00am (U18s) unless otherwise stated 


( SATURDAY 15 APRIL 2000 ) 
EEE ee 


Central Coast Coasties v Eastern Suburbs 
Pluim Park 
2pm (U18s), 4pm (U21s), 6pm (ist Grade) 


See page 10 for all other results 


( SUNDAY 16 APRIL 2000 } 


St George Saints v Macarthur Rams 
St George Stadium 


Leichhardt Tigers v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Lambert Park 


Penrith Panthers v Canterbury Marrickville 
Andrew Road Field 


Manly Warringah Dolphins v Parramatta Eagles 
Cromer Park 


Bankstown City Lions v Blacktown. City Demons 
Jensen Park 


Fairfield Bulls v Sutherland Sharks 
Nineveh Field 


Catch all the latest news on 
football in NSW in Super Soccer — 
OUT 13 April! 


WWW.SOCCeEMsw.CcOMm.au 
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National Youth League 1999/2000 


NORTHERN DIVISION (ROUND 29) 


TUESDAY 4 APRIL 2000 (Rd 27) 


NS.W.ES....... +++3.. Sydney United Colts ..........0 

(Holman 26, 62, Biggins 80) 

WEDNESDAY 5 APRIL 2000 (Rd 23) 

Newcastle Breakers Colts ...1...Marconi Stallions ............2 

(Hughes 30) (Junior 55, Gulesserian 66) 

FRIDAY 7 APRIL 2000 (Rd 25) 

Marconi Stallions Colts ....0...Q.A.S........05 neoetoskicesnoe? 
(Davani 5, 62, Messina 31, 79, 81, 
Drake 63, Walsh 89) 

FRIDAY 7 APRIL 2000 

Newcastle Breakers ........ 1...Parramatta Power ...........4 

(Georgeff 86) (Townsend 31, Roodenburg36, 57, 
B Santalab 46) 

SATURDAY 8 APRIL 2000 

N.S.W.LS. .. eee Ds. QAS. coc. cecccees sesescsanl 

Northern Spirit .+3..Sydney Olympic Academy .....2 

(R Griffiths 45, own goal 90, (Cevenini 22, Sarmonikas 64) 
Catanzaro 90) 

SUNDAY 9 APRIL 2000 

Sydney United ............4.,.Marconi Stallions Colts .......2 

(own goal 57, Ralevski 62, (Brosque 37, 42) 

Younis 65, 77) 

Marconi Stallions .........3...Northern Spirit Colts .........0 


Gunior 36, Smith 56, Severino 60) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts .. 3 ...Wollongong Wolves Colts .....1 


(Mansley 31, Juchniewicz 34, (Mackechnie 64) 
Provost 90) 
Sydney Olympic . MeceiaaeACclkauSaluesantacner rated: 


(Kyriazopoulos 70 pen, Duric 77) 

Wollongong Wolves .......4...Sydney United Colts ........ od 
(O'Grady 4, Dimitrievski 22,50, (Pellegrino 8, Orlovic 37) 
Markovski 33) 


Bye - ALS. 

PWODBHHL F A Pts 
Parramatta Power 27 21 4 2 2 8 2 67 
Northern Spirit TIMES A 2a See 78) 34 058, 
Sydney Olympic 27 ii 5 2 5 80 36 56 
Marconi Stallions Ate Ome 2iey n Ones OG 2 TEU) 
AlS. 2 IS ee OD Gil BE ee 
QAS. 26 VISE SE ese aseas 
Newcastle Breakers 24.15 1 1 8 48 30 46 
Wollongong Wolves Zi 2, 52 10" 4 dO aI 
Sydney United 2613 1) 1124552740 


ACT.AS. 2509) cD Sh 30 45m 34 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 27 10552 Ts 1540 522 
Sydney Olympic Academy 2% 9 1 2 16 46 82 28 
N.S.W.LS. 25) Olt ames 2ee oT 38 025) 
Marconi Stallions Colts 266 4 2 16 39 77 22 
Northern Spirit Colts A Re UG STA Fal 
Sydney United Colts fe) 6) eT AGRE TI 16 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 265 ol eee e 23 ae Omes: 
By Theo Katsaros 


Rd 27, The home side led after 26 minutes courtesy of a Brett Holman 

strike. Holman doubled the lead on the hour as the Institute took control. 
Matthew Biggins sealed the result with 10 minutes to play after coming on a 
substitute. 

Another deferred fixture saw the Marconi Stallions overcome the Newcastle 
Breakers Colts in Newcastle last Wednesday night. The visitors trailed 1-0 at the 
break but two goals in the second half clinched a 2-1 victory. Scorers for the Stallions 
were Josaia Sauturaga Junior and Kevo Gulesserian, Adam Hughes opened the 
scoring for the Breakers in the 30th minute. 

‘The Parramatta Power continued their charge to the minor premiership on Friday 
night in Newcastle. The Power scored an emphatic 4-1 victory over top four 
candidates the Newcastle Breakers to almost secure the title in their debut season. 

Two strikes from Luke Roodenburg and singles to Brendan Santalab and Danny 
Townsend made it 4-0 before the Breakers replied in the 86th minute through James 
Georgeff. 

‘The Q.A.S. recorded a resounding 7-0 win over the Marconi Stallions Colts in yet 
another deferred fixture. Chris Messina bagged a hat-trick and Alex Davani scored a 
double for the victors. Lawrence Drake and Sean Walsh chimed in with singles. 

The Queenslanders backed up on Saturday against the N.S.W.LS. but could not 
regain the scoring touch of a night earlier and had to settle for a scoreless draw. 

Two goals in stoppage time saved the Northem Spirit and broke the hearts of the 
Sydney Olympic Academy. Olympic led after 22 minutes through Christian Cevenini 
before Ryan Griffiths levelled in stoppage time at the end of the first half. 

Olympic went ahead again in the 64th minute courtesy of Anthony Sarmonikas’ 
10th goal of the season. Just as it seemed that the match was safe for the visitors the 
match tumed in a couple of minutes. Phillip Gregorace put the ball into his own net 
before Simon Catanzaro snatched an unlikely winner with almost the last kick of the 
match. 

On Sunday, Sydney United handed the Marconi Stallions Colts their second loss in 
three days. The Stallions led 2-0 at the break courtesy of a double to Alex Brosque. 
Brosque increased his tally for the season to 12 but the goals could not secure the win 
for his side. 

‘The Pumas fought back in the second half and were assisted by an own goal from 
Jason Baron in the 57th minute, Steven Ralevski equalised five minutes later before 
Ray Younis scored twice for the hosts to seal the 4-2 win, 

A dark horse in the title race may just be the Marconi Stallions. ‘The Stallions are 
in the four for the first time this season and have games in hand over the championship 
contenders, The Stallions may not win the minor premiership but may take second 
place if they string together some wins. 

Josaia Sauturaga Junior opened the scoring after 36 minutes to give the hosts a one- 


T: N.S.W.LS. defeated the Sydney United Colts in a postponed match from 


goal advantage at the break. The 3-0 victory was sealed within the hour when Mike 
Smith and Daniel Severino added singles. 

The Newcastle Breakers Colts scored a 3-1 win over the Wollongong Wolves 
Colts. Chad Mansley and Peter Juchniewicz scored in the first half for the Breakers 
before Dean Mackechnie reduced the deficit for the Wolves, The match was wrapped 
up in the final minute when Alex Provest scored the third for the hosts. 

Sydney Olympic kept their championship hopes alive with a hard fought 2-0 win 
over the A.C.T.A.S. at Belmore. Two second half goals gave Olympic the three 


points. 

John Kyriazopoutos converted from the penalty spot in the 70th minute before Alex 
Duric scored his fifth goal in two matches seven minutes later io double Olympic’s 
advantage, 

Jn Wollongong, the home side defeated the Sydaey United Colts by 4-2, Paul 
O’Grady opened the scoring after four minutes but the lead was short lived as 
Femando Pellegrino levelled four minutes later. 

Steven Dimitrievski and Steven Markovski scored within 10 minutes of each other 
to give the Wolves a 3-1 lead. Paul Orlovic replied after 37 minutes to reduce the lead 
at half time. Dimitrievski netted his second five minutes into the second half to end 


the scoring. 
(ROUND 30) 
TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2000 
New. Breakers v Syd. Olym, Aca. (Rd 25) (Breakers Stadium - 6.30pm) 
WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL 2000 
Marconi Stallions v Sydney United (Rd 23) (Marconi Stad. - 6.30pm) 
FRIDAY 14 APRIL 2000 


A.CT.A.S. v Wollongong Wolves (Bruce Stadium - 5.00pm) 
Parramatta Power v N.S.W.1S. (Parramatta Stadium - 5.30pm) 
SATURDAY 15 APRIL 2000 
Woll, Wolves Colts v New. Breakers (Brandon Park No. 2 - 4.00pm) 
QA.S. v Sydney Olympic (Suncorp Metway Stadium - 4.45pm) 
SUNDAY 16 APRIL 2900 
Syd. Olym. Academy v North, Spirit Colts (Wentworth Pk - 3.30pm) 
Syd. Utd Colts v North. Spirit (Sydney Utd Sports Centre - 4.00pm) 
New. Breakers Colts v Marconi Colts (Breakers Stadium - 4.00pm) 
N.S.W.LS. y Marconi Stallions (Rd 25) (Valentine Park - 4.00pm) 
Bye - ALS. 


: 2 = . = ‘ _ 
SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 20) 


ROUND 4 

WEDNESDAY 5 APRIL 2000 
South Melbourne v Melb Knights Academy - (Match postponed) 

ROUND 20 
SATURDAY 8 APRIL 2000 
Preston Lions ........ ++++2...Melbourne Knights ...........2 
(Daniel Filev 2) Chris Tabak, Anthony Pelikan) 
South Melbourne..........0...Carlton............. vecesee dD 
Melboume Knights Academy 2 Buileen Inter 1 
(Havoje Matkovic, Ivan Mioc) (Luigi Gullaci) 
SUNDAY 9 APRIL 2000 
South Dandenong ......,..5...Gippsland Falcons .. wd 
(Xhezair Suleimani 2, Fitim Ibrahimi 2, (Peter Kakos 3, Tony Pardo) 
Lirim Rasimi) 
VIS v Bye 
Team PWODOL EF A Pes 
Carlton 0B 4 0 4 9 4@ 
VIS 18, S14 1 36 155.513) 43 
South Melbourne i 1S Gigy EH) 
Melbourne Knights 18) “93 56 4819360530 
South Dandenong 18 Ste Lo SHE Eile efi 
Bulleen Inter Kings RE ef RY ars 0d 
Gippsland Falcons 1% 7 4 7 38 40 25 
Fawkner Blues 16; 4 OS eases 
Melbourne Knights Academy 17 4 2 11 16 34 14 
Albury Wodonga HW es ay SE) IY GE © 
Preston Lions 1B: ie 2S 1G BONS 

ROUND 16 

SATURDAY 15 APRIL 2000 
Bulleen Inter y Preston Lions, (Connor Reserve, 3 pm) 
SATURDAY 22 APRIL 2000 
South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights Academy (Bob Jane Stadium, 
‘Time to be arranged) 


ROUND 20 
MONDAY 24 APRIL 2000 
Fawkner Blues v Albury Wodonga, (C B Smith Reserve, 3 pm) 


ROUND 21 
TUESDAY 25 APRIL 2000 
Carlton v South Dandenong, (Olympic Park, 5 pm) 


ROUND 21 
WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL 2000 
South Melbourne v Fawkner Blues, (Bob Jane Stadium, 6.30 pm) 
SATURDAY 29 APRIL 2000 
VIS v South Melbourne, (Grange Reserve, 3.30 pm) 
Gippsland Falcons v Fawkner Blues, (Falcons Stadium, 4 pm) 
SUNDAY 30 APRIL 2000 
Melboume Knights Academy v Preston Lions, (Knights Stadium, 4 pm) 
Melbourne Knights v Bye 


By Rey Hay 


n what David Poole described as the game of the season in terms 

of quality South Melbourne and Carlton played each other to. a 

standstill at Bob Jane Stadium, though neither side had a goal to 
show for its efforts. : 

The skill level was uniformly high and the match was a pleasure to 
watch. The closest to a goal was a fearsome shot by Patrick Kisnobo of 
South Melboume which rebounded so hard from the upright that it nearly 
knocked out the kicker as.it flew back at him. © 

The game was excellently handled by the referee and both sides showed 
why they will be challenging for the title in the play-offs. The single point 
was enough to take Carlton back to the top of the table, with-South 
Melbourne now fourth on goal difference from the fast finishing South 
Dandenong. 

South Dandenong came back from behind three times before beating a 
powerful Gippsland Falcons team by 5-4. Senior striker Peter Kakos put 
the Falcons in front in eight minutes, but Xhezair Suleimani who recently 
transferred to South Dandenong from Bulleen equalised in 20. Kakos 
struck again in 26 and this time Fitim Ibrahimi levelled four minutes later, 

Tony Pardo restored the Falcons advantage before Lirim Rasimi pulled 
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South Dandenong level again. Suleimani’s second goal in 64 minutes gave 
his side the lead for the first time, but Kakos completed his hat-trick in 83 
minutes to set up an grandstand finish, With three minutes left Ibrahimi 
grabbed what tumed out to be the winner, though there were still chances 
to come for both teams. Coach Goran Runje said afterwards, “Our defence 
was down on its usual form, but everyone worked hard throughout the 90 
minutes for what was a great result.” 

Preston recorded a superb 2-2 draw at home to the Melbourne Knights, 
marked by a brilliant display in goals from keeper Vasko Jolevski. 

The Knights led twice and each time were pegged back. After an even, 
scoreless first half, Chris Tabak put the Knights in front in 52 minutes, 
only for Daniel Filev to equalise 10 minutes later. Leading scorer Anthony 
Pelikan could not be kept off the scoresheet and he regained the initiative 
for the Knights in 70 minutes. There were only seven minutes to play 
when Preston’s pressure allowed Filev to score his second equaliser of the 
day. 
Melbourne Knights Academy downed Bulleen by 2-1 at Knights 
Stadium to record the Academy’s fourth win of the season. Ivan Mioc put 
the Academy in front in eight minutes and Luigi Gullaci equalised for 
Bulleen in 32 minutes, That is how it stayed until the last.six minutes 
when Hrvoje Matkovic popped up fo grab the winning goal for the 
Academy. 

The VIS is off in Malaysia, while the Round 4 match between South 
Melbourne and Melbourne Knights Academy was postponed. A list of 
known forthcoming fixtures for the next two weeks is shown, but there 
may be changes and fans should check with the clubs before making a 
trip. 


“=| A future star in the making ... 
This is 9-year-old goalkeeper 
Matteo Profeti. 

He plays for Italian regional 
side G.S. Oltena di 
Pontedera. 
Little Matteo has not 
'—@\ conceded a goal in an 
=| amazing 23 matches. 
} Top job little man! 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM 
PUBLISHED IN 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY. 
AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. 
SEND PHOTOS TO THE EDITOR, 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, PO BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475. 
OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
*All photos will be returned 


FANOUS PHOTOS 


John Viskovich (far right) and his cousin Dragan 
Saric (centre) got to meet Croatian international 
Alen Boksic at Split Airport on a recent trip to 
Croatia. 


Have you had your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? Even if it happened years ago, you can have the 
photo published in ABSW. 


Send photos to: 
The Editor 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
. P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
*All photos will be returned 
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SOCCER WOMAN 


in this year’s Under 15 boy’s National Talent 
Identification Championships, the first ever 
time the event has been contested by a female team. 

The championships, scheduled for 8-14 July at the 
NSW headquarters in Glenwood (Parklea), are a mere 
nine weeks before the Olympic Games kickoff. But the 
Matildas’ unorthodox Olympic preparations is more a 
case of necessity than a desire to create history. Without 
the luxury of buckets of money like the USA and China, 
and the convenient ease with which the Europeans can 
tee up friendly matches, hosts Australia are playing 
considerably less internationals in the leadup to the 
biggest event on the map. 

Nothing can beat actual matchplay to mould together 
everything churned out on the training pitch, and whilst 
these championships can never replicate the same 
emotions and atmosphere as an international, 
footballwise they will present a similar challenge. 

When approached by Soccer Australia to be included 
in the championships, the opportunity made complete 
sense. After all, the Matildas play all their training 
matches against boys’ representative teams and men’s 


T: Matildas are the somewhat unusual entry 


By Janene Mar 


MATILDAS ENTERED IN BOYS NATIONALS 


sides, twice a week. The Matildas will take the gap 
otherwise filled by a bye. 

“The fact is that we struggle to get internationals, and 
this tournament will give us five or six games in a week 
- intense matches and everyone will be able to get a 
tun,” said National Coach Chris Tanzey. “We’re used to 
playing against boys, and to get away for a week-and 
play every day, we'll get a lot out of that. 

“Of course, we'd rather internationals, but you can’t 
play internationals every week. This is one way to give 
the girls strong competition. And there’s the other side, 
with this having never happened before, it will help lift 
the profile.” 

Of similar interest will be how the opposing boys 
approach the situation, especially if they have never 
played against women or are unfamiliar with the 
standard of the Matildas, Nevertheless, the event will 
create a unique story angle, and make the Matildas more 
accessible to aspiring youngsters and the general public 
alike at a time when Olympic interest will be building to 
fever pitch. 

The focus for the Matildas and Tanzey will be no 
different from their normal approach to matches. 


Intending to take his full Squad to Sydney, the 
tournament will give all players the opportunity to get 
on the park and refine their game against quality 
opposition. 

“For us it’s an ongoing process of our development - 
a progression really, day to day. These are still 
“training” matches to work on what we’re not good at 
and consolidate what we are good at.” 

With the choice of either Under 15s or 16s, Tanzey 
opted for the younger age group although the Matildas 
are capable of taking on older boys sides. The matter 
was more a physical than a technical issue, especially in 
this intense tournament scenario, 

“If they were one-off games, I would rather play 
16's,” explained Tanzey. “But playing 16’s every day, 
that would be far too much for us. The 15’s will still be 
a big challenge. Girls have never done this before, so it’s 
really unknown territory and best to start at 15’s. 
There’s a big jump from 15 to 16 boys in their physical 
development, and especially playing representative level 
every day, it would be too hard on us just physically, 


Chris Tanzey: Opted for the younger age 
group. 


NORTHERN AND NSW UNDER ONE BANNER 


r the first time in the six year history of the 

Fives Training Centre (ITC) elite 

structure, Northern NSW Soccer Federation 

has been included in the NSW Institute of Sport 
program along with the NSW Soccer Federation. 

At last week’s Induction Ceremony at their 
headquarters in Sydney Olympic Park, NSWIS 
announced its 18-member 2000 Squad, almost half of 
whom are Northera NSW Soccer Federation 
representatives. The new setup will be headed by two 
Coaches - Mark Jones to run the program in Northern 
NSW, whilst the newly appointed Allan Bourke will 
take charge in metropolitan Sydney. 


SMYRNIS & CO 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


Northem’s eight players all play for Northem NSW 
in the NSW Women’s Soccer League with all but one 
also holding national league experience with Northern 
NSW Pride. Yet this is the first time they will have the 
opportunity to enjoy the resources and facilities of a 
state institute. Jones, one of just two original ITC 
Coaches still in the job, has had to run his program as a 
‘comparitive solo operation, whilst the four other ITCs 
had the strength of a state sports institute or academy to 
provide the necessary support staff, scientific and 
financial backing. 

“Through the resources provided, the players will 
have the opportunity to reach their full potential and 
further representative honours,” said Jones, 

The names of NSW’s 10 athletes may be less 
known to those outside Sydney but are an 
exciting talented group of players nonetheless. 
Sarah Walsh is their most experienced, having 
been selected for Australian Youth Team 
honours, but serious injury denying her the 
opportunity to yet don the green and gold. 

Catherine Cannuli, Katie Gill, Justine King, 
Amber Neilson, Bronwyn Nutley, and Lorissa 
Stevens were each named in the 1999 Ui6 All- 
Star Team, 

“The NSWIS Women’s Soccer Program will 
be mun in conjunction with the NSW Soccer 
Federation and Northern NSW Soccer 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 


Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


if your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & Co - Solicitors 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 


Tel: (02) 9552 6288 
Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ ist Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 
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Federation,” said NSWIS Director Michael Scott. “We 
see this as an exciting initiative that will enable the 
Institute to tap the endless supply of talent that exists in 
both areas.” 

Scott added, “The regional players’ inclusion in the 
program will ensure that they have access to the 
Institte’s broad range of services including sports 
science and medical support. These services assist the 
athlete to develop their talent to its maximum potential.” 


DIARY DATES 2000 


28 May - 4 June 
U17 adidas Cup (6 teams) 
Houston, Texas, USA 


3 June 
Olympic Games Football Draw 
Sydney 


31 May - 11 June 
1st Pacific Cup (8-nations) 
Australia 


2-8 July 
National Junior & Youth Championships 
Sunshine Coast QLD 


2-8 July 
1st Millman Cup (Senior Championship) 
Melbourne VIC 


8-14 July 
U15 Boys National Talent ID 
Championship (Matildas) 
Sydney NSW 


Aug/Sept 
Pre-Olympic Friendlies Australia 


13 - 28 Sept 
Olympic Games Women’‘s Football (8 
nations) 
Canberra/Sydney/Melbourne 


TBA 
Ansett Australia Summer Series 
Australia 


6-13 Dec 
3rd Australia Cup (4 nations) 
Australia 


a) 


XXXX LEAGUE 


MOMDDnmnnnmnnny 
Hee UUW PPO 
UAW ORK NK UN OD 
Ok Ue Oe ee 


B’berg Waves 


Taringa Rovers . . . 


IPSW Knights .... 
Woowoomba Utd . 


Mt Gravatt 


QUEENSLAND SOCCER FEDERATION —y¥— 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne Brisbane 4006. 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 e Fax: (07) 3252 1137 


ig DIVISION ONE SOUTH 2 


Olympic Utd 
Easter Subs 
Rocklea Utd 
Capalaba 
Acacia Ridge 
Siacks Creek 
Souths Utd 
Redlands Utd 
Beenleigh 


NNVONTNNN 


North Star 
Uni of Qid 
Mitchelton 


North Star 
Newmarket 
The Gap 
Albany Creek 


Ree NNUGUUO Se 
Oe PNUNNNOD 
QUNFNNNO-E 


ROUND 8 


Souths Utd .. sell 
Redlands Utd Slt) 
Acacia Ridge .. a 

0 


Eastern Subs 
Olympic Utd . 


Capalaba... . 
Slacks Creek 


Uni of Qld 


Beenleigh - bye 


BUNDABERG MAKE WAVES 


Pine Rivers Utd 


Grange Thistle . . 
Pine Rivers Utd 


Albany Creek - bye 


As Lions close the gap on City 


By Glenn Davis 


undaberg Waves provided the upset of 
B= Queensland Premier League by end- 

ing Brisbane City’s seven match winning 
streak with a 1-0 away victory at Spencer Park 
on Sunday. 

After a scoreless first half, 
Bundaberg’s Nick Mass broke the 
deadlock with the game’s only goal 
and for the Waves third win of the 
season. 

Brisbane City, who again were 
without the injured Chris Slater, 
now hold a four point lead at the top 
of the tabie from arch rivals Brisbane 
Lions who accounted for Toowoomb: 
Raiders 4 at home. 

Brisbane City coach Danny Wright had been 
concerned about complacency creeping into his 
side’s recent performances, an area Bundaberg 
coach Tony Walmsley exploited before the match. 

‘With just two wins and a draw from their seven 
games, Bundaberg weren’t expected to threaten 
the league leaders with Walmsley asking 
the question, which club could beat 
Brisbane City? 

Whether the question was a tac- 
tic or not, it had the desired effect 
as Bundaberg walked away with 
their second upset in successive 
years after they downed Brisbane 
City 4-2 in the corresponding game 
last season. 

Brisbane Lions’ victory ensured Brisbane 
City will have to strive all the way to take out this 
year’s premiership. 

Lions held a slender 1-0 half-time lead follow- 
ing a strike from former Brisbane City striker 
Royce Brownie before they made it one-way traf- 
fic after the interval. 


BRISBANE CITY 


Brownie notched his first hat-trick of the season 
with a second half double while Lions’ leading 
scorer Sasha Radulovic completed the rout. 

Radulovic made the most of the injured Slater’s 
absence to hit the front as the league’s leading 
scorer with eight goals, two clear of Rochedale’s 
Matt Oley. 

Olley was again on the scoresheet 
in Rochedale’s 3-0 home drubbing 
of Mt Gravatt. 

At half time Mt. Gravatt looked 
like repeating their performance 
against Brisbane Lions the previous 
round when they were locked 2-2 
with 15 minutes to go before con- 
ceding the points in the dying 

stages. 

However, this time Rochedale, who 
Have a growing reputation of being strong 

away and poor at home, found their best form after 

the break with goals from Olley, Greg Anderson 

and Darren Bender. 

The home result was a welcomed change of for- 
tunes for Rochedale coach Peter Bannon. 

Rochedale, who remain in fourth place, 
went into the clash with three wins on 
the road and a home record of one 
draw and two losses, 

The Gold Coast continued their 
impressive recent record winning a 
crucial home game against Ipswich 
Knights 3-0. 

Gold Coast lost three of its first 
four matches but in recent weeks have 
steadied and are now unbeaten in their last 
four appearances. 

In a sometimes spiteful match, the Gold Coast 
took advantage of a poor defensive clearance from 
Ipswich to-score their opening goal in the 36th 
minute from striker Lee Vernon. 

Gold Coast made it 2-0 on the stroke of halftime 
when midfielder Adam Poric bagged his fourth 


Tony Walmsley: The Bundaberg coach 
inilicted Brisbane City’s first loss of the 
season. 


goal of the season after being set up by former 
Brisbane Lions and State striker Warren Allen in 
his first game for the club, 

Midfielder Cameron Watson extended the Gold 
Coast’s lead to three in the 75th minute after 
Ipswich keeper Nathan Gee, standing in for regular 
custodian Jason Lucas, missed a clearance. 

The match was marred with 10 minutes to go 
when Gold Coast had Adam Haywood sent off for 
a second bookable offence. 

Ipswich’s loss continued a worrying form slump 
for coach Frank Pimblett whose side started the 
season in a blaze of glory when they sat second 
after four games, 

The loss now sees Ipswich slide further down 
the table to seventh place. 

The only draw of the round came at Carmichael 
Park where Taringa Rovers halted Wynnum’s run 
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of three successive wins in a 2-2 draw. 

Wynnum had the upper band in the first half and 
went into the break with a 1-0 lead but an own 
goal and one from Craig Bames cancelled out 
Wynnum’s goals from Owen Filewood and Aaron 
Thiesfield. 

The draw failed to alter Wynnum’s position on 
the table in third place but gave Taringa some 
heart that their flagging fortunes may be starting to 
turn around. 


Taringa Rovers v Gold Coast 
2.45pm 


BOLOGNA 0 
JUVENTUS 2 


econd-half substitute Darko Kovacevic broke 
the deadlock in the 88th minute with a well- 
judged header. 

Defender Massimo Paganin then put the ball 
through his own net in the last minute as Bologna 
slipped to their first defeat since February 12. The 
home side’s defender Giulio Falcone was sent off in 
the 70th minute. 


CAGLIARI 0 
VERONA 1 


erona moved one step nearer to first division 
safety with their first win at Cagliari since 
1976 - a result that pushed the Sardinians to the 
bottom of the table. 
Gianluca Faisini scored the only goal of the match 
in the 37th minute with a 20-metre strike. 


LAZIO 1 
PERUGIA 0 


ttilio Lombardo’s opportunist goal in the 48th 

jinute was enough to keep Lazio in the title 

race and give his side a boost ahead of next week’s 

Italian Cup final first leg against Inter Milan on 
the same ground. 


LECCE 0 
AS ROMA 0 


oma rarely looked like ending their run of five 
itches without a win, not even after striker 
Cristiano Lucarelli was sent off in the 60th 
minute. 
The home side finished the match with nine men 
following the dismissal of Luigi Piangerelli in the 
90th minute, 


Argentinean Juan Veron siheiped Laziotoa 
1-0 victory over Perugia. 


22 


| om 


Parma's No. 11 Marcio Amoroso shoots past Torino keeper Luca Bucca. The game ended 2-2. 


AC MILAN 1 
FIORENTINA 1 


en Yugoslav Predrag Mijatovic set up 
Angelo Di Livio in the 70th minute, 
Fiorentina looked set for only their third away win 
in 12 months. 
But a poor clearance from defender Tomas Repka 
just six minutes later handed Leonardo the equaliser. 


PIACENZA 2 
BARI 1 


ari are just three points clear of the relegation 
zone after this defeat at second-from-bottom 
Piacenza. 

Alberto Gilardino (27) and Carmine Gautieri (60) 
put the home side two-up inside the first hour but 
Swede Daniel Andersson pulled a goal back for Bari 
in the 66th. 

That set the stage for a tense finale which saw 
Piacenza’s Paolo Cristallini sent off in the 90th. 


VENEZIA 0 
R= look like celebrating their first Serie A 
by staying up thanks to this victory 
over fellow strugglers Venezia. 
Erion Bogdani claimed the only goal of the match 
in the 67th minute to leave Reggina mid-table with 
five matches remaining. 


TORINO 2 
PARMA 2 


looked on course for a sixth consecutive 

victory after Hernan Crespo (52) had can- 

celled out Vincenzo Sommese’s 19¢h minute open- 

er and Brazilian Marcio Amoroso edged them in 
front in the 74th, 

But Andrea Silenzi’s 75th minute equaliser halted 
Torino’s run of three straight defeats and dented 
Parma’s hopes of Champions League football next 
scason. 


UDINESE 3 
INTER MILAN O 


rgentine Roberto Sosa’s first hat-trick since 
igning for Udinese in 1998 condemned Inter 
to their fifth Serie A match without a win. 
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Sosa struck in the sixth, 45th and 68th minutes to 
shatter Inter’s confidence just four days before they 
take on Lazio in the first leg of the Italian Cup final. 

Marcello Lippi’s side have not won since March 5 
and are in danger of missing out on a Champions 
League berth. 


Udinese’s Roberto Sosa celebrates scoring a 
hat-trick against the hapless Inter Milan. 
Udinese won 3-0. 


By Joe Russo 


‘gars WRITES 


That victory put them 
Aga beck er Se A osama ce | 
Valencia loss virtually ensured their exit from 
the Champions League. 

Italian teams have shown vastly different form 
at home and in Rurope this season. To say that 
their performances in European Cup competitions 
have been poor, by comparison fo their wsual high 
standards, would have to be a huge understate- 
ment. 3 

iy fact, it is almost hard to justify the claim, that 
the Serie A is the world’s best domestic league, 
given Italian clabs’ performances this year in 
Europe. However, on balance, aadideacies thie 
j, aberration, the Serie A is still the best domestic 
competition even though the English Premier 
Ssaseee We 


Giggs’ style of play would be ideal in Italy, and 
given some of the ‘flops’ brought to Italy in the 
last 15 years or so, makes pondering that question 
even more interesting. 


© -much more was expected of Fiorentina this 
| year but it wasn't to be. Their legendary coach 
| Giovanni Trapattoni, who has known for some 
months that he won't be there next year, certainly 
doesn’t look like being out of a job, i 

Trapationi is a true legend in coaching terms: j 
six tiles with Juventus, one with Inter and two | 
Bundestigas with Bayem Munich, Not to meation 


yydney Harbour was when he visited it in. 
1984 with the Javentus team. 


oping interesting case, as they ue the 
EN eailgiaglostaeponyn dagapiarc Their 
Coaches in their time (10 years) in the Serie A have 
been: Nevio Scala, Carlo Ancelotti (currently at 
Juventus) and current boss, Alberto Malesani, all 
of whom had their good points but none delivered 
that elusive first Serie A title (Scudetto) to the 
ctob. If it's someone with track record they are 
looking for, then Traputtoni is. the man, 

Current boss Malesani's previous club was also 
} Fiorentina and, generally, relutions between both 


S@ Blatter is amongst those that have men- 

tioned it, yet it Seems to be put in the “too hard’ 
} basket. Placing a limit on foreigners, say five. in 
the starting lineup of teams. 

It is certainly hard to pick out the Italians in 
some Serie A teams, see Inter especially, however, 
Lazio, Milan and Parma are pot that far behind. 
Cheisea is the classic case in the English Premier 
League where they have started gamey this year 
without an Englishman. 

‘They-say it’s the Bosman Ruling and Buropean 
Trade Laws that prevent the various federations 
and national bodies from doing anything about it, 
but surely the various European Union countries 
could get together and reach some: sort of agree- 
ment at Government level, if that is what's 
Tequired to change the laws. 


ASTON VILLA 1 
LEEDS UNITED 0 


ulian Joachim scored a controversial goal 
when he broke away down the middle in 
the 39th minute. The Leeds fans felt Joachim 
had pushed Gary Kelly before he raced away 
to score, 
Leeds were below par and the result was their 
third successive league defeat. 


LIVERPOOL 2 
TOTTENHAM O 


kc. took the lead in the 34th minute 
when Czech Patrik Berger ran across the 
edge of the area and struck the ball into the 
right-hand corner with his left foot. 

The home side could have gone 2-0 up just 
before the interval when their new striker Emile 
Heskey hit the bar. Heskey set up the second 
goal for Michael Owen in the 61st minute, The 
result took Liverpool up to second. 


BRADFORD CITY 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 2 


oals from Chris Marsden (56) and 
Marian Pahars - just 25 seconds after 
coming on as a substitute for Matt Le Tissier 


ie 


Patrick Berger and Michael Owen celebrate Berger’s opening goal. Owen later on scored 


Liverpool's second as they ran out 2-0 winners over Tottenham. 
The win lifted Liverpool to second position on the ladder. 


in the 76th minute - put Southampton on the 
way to victory. 


Robbie Blake pulled one back for Bradford 


LEICESTER CITY 1 
EVERTON 1 


City a minute after Pahars’ goal, but it was not 
enough to save Bradford from their fifth succes- 
sive defeat. 


FA/UEFA CUP 


erry Taggert powered in an eighth 

minute header from a corner by Muzzy 
Izzet to put Leicester ahead at Filbert Street 
but the visitors were level 19 minutes later, 


FA CUP SEMIFINAL 
CHELSEA 2 
NEWCASTLE UTD 1 


| ae goals by Uruguayan for- 
ward Gustavo Poyet in the 
17th and 72nd minutes sealed 
Chelsea’s victory at Wembley. 

Newcastle dominated the match 
for long periods but failed to take 
their chances in front of goal. 

When they did, they were 
denied by Chelsea’s Dutch goal- 
keeper Ed De Goey who had an 
oustanding match. 

Robert Lee scored Newcastle’s 
goal with a header in the 67th to 
make the score 1-1. But their joy 
did not last long before Poyet 
headed in the winner from eight 
metres. 


UEFA CUP 
ARSENAL 1 
LENS 0 


Chelsea midfielder Gustavo Poyet was the hero for the Blues as 


he scored both goals in his side’s 2-1 victory over Newcastle 
United at Wembiey. Chelsea will now meet Aston Villa in the final 
on May 20, Villa last week defeated Bolton 4-1 on penalties. 


rsenal failed to capitalise on 
a second-minute goal by 
Dennis Bergkamp and had to 


settle for a 1-0 win over Racing 
Lens at Highbury to leave their 
UEFA Cup semifinal on a knife- 
edge ahead of the second leg. 

Bergkamp outpaced the Lens 
defence, after being put through 
by Emmanuel Petit, to score with 
a superbly-taken shot rifled into 
an empty net from 18 metres after 
only 93 seconds. 


GALATASARAY 2 
LEEDS 0 


alatasaray edged closer to 

becoming the first Turkish 
side to reach a European final 
after they defeated England’s 
Leeds United 2-0 in a UEFA 
Cup semifinal first leg tainted 
by fatal pre-match violence. 

Leeds paid dearly for not keep- 
ing a closer mark on prolific 
Turkish scorer Hakan Sukur who 
headed in a Arif Erdem cross. 

In the 44th minute, 
Galatasaray’s Brazilian Capone 
did well to control a high cross in 
a crowded box, bring the ball 
down and drive it into the back of 
the net from point-blank range. 


Bergkamp celebrates his goal against Lens in the 
UEFA Cup semi at Highbury. Arsenal won 1-0. 


Don Hutchison, on the transfer list after refus- 
ing a new contract at Everton and starting for 
the first time in eight matches, equalised with a 
flying header after 27 minutes, 


SUNDERLAND 2 
WIMBLEDON 1 


oals from Niall Quinn (54) and Kevin 

Kilbane (82), his first for Sunderland 
since his move from West Bromwich Albion, 
gave Sunderland their third successsive win 
and sent Wimbledon crashing to their fourth 
successive defeat. 

Michael Hughes appeared to have salvaged a 
point for the Dons with a 73rd minute equaliser, 
but poor defending by Wimbledon allowed 
Kilbane to rifle in the winner from close range. 


WATFORD 0 
DERBY COUNTY 0 


D2: Stefan Schnoor had a second-half 
penalty saved by Watford goalkeeper 
Alex Chamberlain in a lacklustre match. But 
the award was a controversial one as Robert 
Page appeared to have brought down Darryl 
Powell just outside the penalty area. 

Watford substitute Heidar Helgusson hit the 
post soon after coming on in Watford's best 
scoring chance. 


i. 


Hakan Suker and Olivera Capone celebrate scoring 
against Leeds United in their UEFA Cup semi. Both 
scored In Gatatasaray’s 2-0 victory. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


CHELSEA END 
BARCELONA RUN 


helsea, with three goals in an astonishing 

eight-minute first half spell, beat European 

Cup favourites Barcelona 3-1 in the first leg 
of their Champions League quarter-final at 
Stamford Bridge last week. 

The victory put them within touching distance of a 
place in the semi-finals. 

But despite two goais from Tore Andre Flo and one 
from Gianfranco Zola, Chelsea still have a big hurdle 
to overcome in the second leg in the Nou Camp after 
allowing Luis Figo to pull back a vital away goal mid- 
way through the second half, 

Chelsea became the first team to beat Barcelona in 
13 Champions League matches this season, 

But Barcelona, who had won their previous nine 
cup and league games, can rarely have played as badly 
as they did in the closing stages of the first half and 
will no doubt be fired up for the return in front of a 
120,000 crowd. 

Despite missing their inspirational playmaker Pep 
Guardiola who was ruled out with an injury, Barcelona 
settled first and seemed the more likely to score in the 
opening half hour. 

But with Patrick Kluivert looking isolated in attack, 
Figo running into blind alleys on the.right and World 
Player of the Year Rivaldo plainly unfit, their domina- 
tion came to a swift'end after 30 minutes. 

‘The turning point came after Figo was adjudged to 
have deliberately handled two metres outside his own 
penalty area. 

‘That not only earned him a booking from German 
referee Markus Merk, but also led to his side going 
behind. 

Gianfranco Zola took advantage of a huge gap left 
by goalkeeper Ruud Hesp and his defensive wall to 
curl the ball perfectly into the back of the net for the 
opening goal. 

Four minutes later, Chelsea breached the away 
defence again when former Barcelona defender Albert 
Ferrer broke and found Zola on the right. He cut the 
ball back for Flo who pushed ahead of his marker 
Abelardo to sidefoot home. 

Amazingly Chelsea made it 3-0 after 38 minutes 
when Didier Deschamps sent Flo clear with a high 
bouncing volleyed pass and the tall Norwegian lobbed 
it over the stranded Hesp for his 17th goal of the sea- 


son. 


Chelsea celebrate Giantranco Zola’s goal. 


QUARTER FINALS 


First Leg — April 3 
Second Leg — April 19 | 


LOPEZ HAT-TRICK 
INSPIRES VALENCIA 


alencia claimed an incredible 5-2 win over 

Lazio last week in a Champions League 

quarter-final first leg wich featured two 
goals in the first three minutes, a hat-trick by 
Gerard Lopez and a furious finish that just kept 
the Spanish side on course for the last four. 

Valencia, leading 4-1 and cruising after Gerard's 
third strike, were pegged back with four minutes to 
go as substitute Marcelo Salas got in behind Jocelyn 
Angloma to clip in an Alen Boksic through ball. 

But the Spaniards, who had played so well to get 
themselves in a dominant position for the second leg, 
simply would not settle for a 4-2 win which would 
have left the Italians still in with a chance. 

A long bali down the right, deep into injury-time, 
set Claudio Lopez through for the umpteenth time 
and the Argentine, who is expected to join Lazio in 
the summer, smashed it in to complete a highly satis- 
fying night for the home side. 

It was an incredible finale to a match that seemed 
to defy rational explanation as the Italians, who had 
Started heavy favourites after a morale-boosting vic- 
tory at Juventus, were overrun. 


E > 
Hat-trick hero: Lopez celebrates destroying 
Lazio. 


Lazio seemed powerless to cope with Valencia’s 
young and extremely mobile midfield in a frenetic 
opening period in which they fell two goals behind. 


BAYERN ESCAPE 
WITH 1-1 DRAW 


lo Sergio seized on a lapse by the Porto 
Pirie to score a late goal as Bayern 
Munich snatched a precious 1-1 draw in 
their Champions League quarter-final, first leg 
match last week, 

Porto, who had taken the lead in the 47th minute 
through their Brazilian striker Mario Jardel, had 
appeared to be heading for victory in a fast-flowing 
game. 

But a quickly taken free kick by Bayern captain 
Stefan Effenberg found Sergio unmarked in the box 
after 80 minutes. 

Bayern’s Brazilian striker made no mistake with 
his shot, 

The result was deeply disappointing for Porto, like 
Bayern former European champions, because they 
had dominated most of the game and had the best 
chances, 

Jardel’s goal was a sweetly placed header from a 


Manchester United’s Roy Keane tackles Real’s Fernando Redondo. 


centre by Yugoslav winger Ljubimko Drulovic. 

The same partnership could have made it 2-0 after 
77 minutes but Bayern goalkeeper Oliver Kahn 
pulled off a fine save, 

“Lam very sorry for my team because they 
deserved better,” said Porto trainer Femando Santos. 
“We suffered a goal from virtually their only chance 
of the game.” 

Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld agreed his team, 
like Porto former champions and last year’s beaten 
finalists, would have to step up their game to make 
sure of reaching the last four. 

“Lam happy with the result but not with the way 
we played. 

We were not aggressive enough. We went to 
sleep,” he told a news conference after the match. - 

“We will have to take the initiative in Munich 
because the Porto players are very experienced and 
very good technically,” he said. 


REAL PRIDE IN QUALITY 
0-0 DRAW 


eal Madrid confounded their critics last week 

to emerge with their pride and Champions 

chances intact after dominating a 0-0 

draw with Manchester United in their quarter-final 
first leg. 

Real, their chances written off before the game, came 
at United with all guns blazing to give the European 
champions a real fright in a match that despite the lack 
of goals featured plenty of quality football. 

The Spaniards, starting and finishing the stronger, 
came within a whisker of winning at the death as former 
Liverpool winger Steve McManaman — in outstanding 
form throughout — burst through with a one-two from 
Fernando Morientes only to see Mark Bosnich save. with 
his feet. 

United, playing the expected patient, counter-attack- 
ing game, threatened a couple of times through Andy 
Cole, who headed over on 25 minutes from a David 
Beckham comer and blasted over from inside the area a 
couple of minutes from halftime. 

‘The English side thought they had caught Real with a 
sucker punch in first-half injury-time as Dwight Yorke 
put the ball in the net on the rebound from a Paul 
Scholes shot only to be ruled offside. 

While the match failed to produce the flurry of goals 
associated with these two sides, it offered more than a 
nod to the two previous matches between the teams, 


SEMI-FINALS 


First Leg — May 3 
Second Leg — May 10 | 
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: as 
CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


both titanic struggles. 

Real beat United back in 1957 5-3 on aggregate, with 
a 3-1 scoreline at home, while the English champions 
got their revenge 11 years later when, after winning 1-0 
at Old Trafford and falling 3-1 behind in the return, they 
recovered to draw 3-3. 

‘On both occasions, the winners went on to take the 
title and whoever comes through this year’s tie will cer- 
tainly be the side 10 beat. 

Ferguson was hugely disappointed with his side's dis- 
play, particularly in a poor first half for the premier 
league side, 

“A goalless draw is not a good result for us,” admit- 
ted the United boss. “There's a big job to do yet. 

“We didn’t attack once in the first half. The referee 
didn’t Jet us but we never even tried.” 


QUARTER FINAL FIRST LEG 
RESULTS 
Tn London: 


Chelsea ...........3. Barcelona .........1 

Scorers: | 
Chesea - Gianfranco Zola 30, Tore Andre Flo 34, 

38 

Barcelona - Luis Figo 64 

Halftime: 3-0; Attendance: 33,662 


FOXOLO 
In Valencia; 
Ore deoriad A ST ee 


Valencia - Miguel Angel Angulo 2, Gerard Lopez 
3, 39, 81, Claudio Lopez 90 

Lazio - Simone Inzaghi 27, Marcelo Salas 86 
Halftime: 3-1; Attendance: 50,000 


XOXOKO 


In Oporto: 

Porto ..........+..1 Bayern Munich ....1 
Scorers: 

Porto - Mario Jardel 47 

Bayern Munich - Paulo Sergio 80 

Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 30,000 


¥O4OKO 


Attendance: 77,000 


Manchester United .0 


Wednesday, May 24 
At Stade de France 


World Rankings 


COnonranw — 


ao 
= 


$2 
33 
34 
35= 
B= 
37 
38 
39 
40 
at 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50= 
S0= 
50= 
53 
54 
55= 
55= 
57. 
$8 
58 
60 


i= 


a 


eesaeeue 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 


(Valid until April 12) 


Brazil 70 Latvia 

Czech Republic 71 Zimbabwe 
France 72 Eouador 
Guatemala 
FYR Macedonia 
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Kyrgyzstan 
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Surinam © 
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China PR 
Congo DR 
Costa Rica 


played yet do not appear in the table. 


PELE AS 


ele said last week that wide- 
spread corruption in Brazil had 
made him ashamed of his coun- 


“All we hear about are public funds 
being diverted, widespread thieving, dis- 
honest politicians,” Pele, widely regarded 
as the best soccer player ever, said. 

“Tam ashamed of Brazil, 

“The time has come for the Brazilian 
people to do something. 

“And the best weapon for this is the 
vote. There’s no point in waiting for the 
politicians to change. 

“The people have to make the change 
by voting in politicians who will not 
betray them once the election is over. 

“Drug traffickers control the shanty- 
towns, which spread terror throughout the 
cities, Politicians steal, businessmen 
divert money and we cannot continue to 
Tesign ourselves to this reality.” 


ED OF BRAZIL 


Pelé; Misunderstood. 


Pele, who has refused to back Brazil's 
bid to host the 2006 World Cup, remem- 
bered that when he scored his 1,000th 
goal he dedicated it to a better future for 
the country’s children. 

“I wasn’t understood. They tried to 
make me look ridiculous when I drew 
attention to the way our children were 
being abandoned,” he said. 

“But I was so right that now we see 
children begging and others robbing, all 
abandoned in the streets. This is not the 
country that we want for our grandchil- 
dren. 

“There is still a chance for salvation. 
But for this to happen, we need to have 
respect. Each one can do his part to 
improve the country and they can start by 
not voting for politicians who are interest- 
ed only in stealing,” he ended. 


Del Piero and Inzaghi deny feud 


uventus strikers Alessandro Del 
Piero and Filippo Inzaghi denied 
last week they had fallen out. 
Italian newspapers had speculated 
that the two team mates were feuding 
and were refusing to help each other on 
the pitch. 
Some reports said they had even 


Alessandro Del Piero 


come to blows. 
But at a joint news conference, Del 
Piero and Inzaghi said the reports were 


ermany head coach Erich 

Ribbeck, tired of constant criti- 

cism, insists he knows exactly 
what he is doing. 

“{’m not an idiot,” Ribbeck, under fire 
after a string of uninspired performances 
by the European champions, said in an 
interview last week. 

“I'm being described as somebody who 
does not know what he wants. I know 
exactly what I want and that is to put 
together the best possible team.” 

Ribbeck, whose men drew 1-1 with 
Croatia in a dull Euro 2000 warm-up in 
Zagreb last week, threatened to kick mid- 
fielder Jens Jeremies out of the national 
team for having criticised it harshly in a 
newspaper interview. 

“T have talked to him and told him to 
concentrate on the match between Bayern 
Munich and Porto (a 1-1 draw,” Ribbeck 
said. 


tubbish. 

“Tt’s one thing to talk about Juve’s 
problems and our problems in attack,” 
Del Piero said. “It’s quite another to talk 
about a feud between me and Pippo 
(Filippo)...” 

Inzaghi said it would make no sense 
for one of the two strikers to handicap 
the other. 

“Our fortunes are linked, both here 
and in the national team,” he said. “All 
this has come out now just because 
Juventus have lost a couple of matches.” 

Rumours that two of Italy’s top for- 
wards were not seeing eye to eye first 
surfaced in February when Inzaghi 
poached a hat-trick of close-range goals 
in a 4-0 defeat of Venezia, 

Ttaly’s voracious sports media 
pounced on television pictures which 
showed Del Piero, who was well placed 
to score two of the goals himself, stand- 
ing disconsolately in the penalty area 
while Inzaghi celebrated in front of 
Juve’s fans. 

In March Del Piero set up both 
Inzaghi goals in a 2-0 defeat of 
Piacenza. Again journalists pointed out 
that the two players did not celebrate 
together. 

Recently, a soccer television pro- 


Erich Ribbeck: Knows what he’s 
doing 
“As for the rest, we will see. I have 
enough experience to do the right thing in 
such a case.” 
So useful is the Bayern Munich player 
that it seems ulikely he will be left 


Filippo Inzaghi 


gramme ran a series of highlights which 
showed the players had exchanged only 
one pass during Juve’s vital 1-0 defeat at 
home to Lazio. 

Inzaghi has scored 26 goals for 
Juventus this season while Del Piero has 
scored nine, seven of which have been 
penalties. 

‘The two players are certain to figure 
in Ttaly’s squad for the European cham- 
pionship in June. 


RIBBECK 


Tn an interview with soccer magazine 
Kicker, the usually soft-spoken Jeremies 
described the state of the national team as 
“Miserable” and said nothing had been 
done to improve it over the last few years. 

Germany captain Oliver Bierhoff, who 
keeps offering support to Ribbeck, also 
criticised Jeremics for making his com- 
ments to the media, 

“We don’t need any unnecessary fuss,” 
the AC Milan striker was quoted as say- 
ing, “We need a clear line. Criticism must 
be made internally, 

“The team chief is right. But I don’t 
know whether the sanction should be that 
hard.” 

Ribbeck said: “If he (Jeremies) really 
said that and if he’s got a problem with 
the state of the national team, I must think 
it over and see whether I should not free 
him from that problem.” 
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THE 


nglish Premier League Newcastle 

United, enjoying a resurgence on the 

] field under manager Bobby Robson, 

are looking forward to boosting their books 

after a rocky period resulted in a first half 
pre-tax loss. 

The company last week reported a pre-tax 
loss of 1.3 million pounds in the six months to 
January 31, from a profit of 5.6 million last 
time. It was due to a player trading deficit, 
which rose to 7.1 million pounds from 0.5 
million. 

Outgoing chairman Freddie Fletcher said 
the player trading deficit had risen because the 
club froze player sales when Robson took 
over as manager from Dutchman Ruud Gullit 
in September, while continuing to purchase 
new players. 

Robson had identified up to 13 players to be 
sold, nine of whom are in the current squad of 
) 38 players. Two have already been sold and 


has been voted the most hated soccer 

player in Brazil, winning 43.1 percent of 
a vote carried out by the monthly sports maga- 
zine Placar. 

“The fans hate me because of the goals I have 
scored against their teams. It’s a sign that I’m 
feared,” Marcelinho said. 

But Placar suggested that Marcelinho, known as 
Angel Foot for the way he can bend free kicks, 
was disliked because he frequently made refer- 
ences to his religious beliefs in interviews, only to 


C orinthians striker Marcelinho Carioca 


one has had his contract renewed. 

Newcastle’s form has improved dramati- 
cally under Robson with the team currently 
11th in the premiership and in the semi-final 
of the RA. Cup. 

“Tt has been a difficult six months, however 
enormous strides have been taken for the 
future,” Fletcher said. 

“This is a period during which the group 
has been making a number of major changes 
which will fundamentally benefit the outlook 
for the future,” he said. 

He added: “What we believe is that success- 
ful football in the park drives the business.” 

Newcastle’s stadium is being expanded to a 
52,000 capacity from the start of next season, 
from the current 36,000. 

Fletcher said the additional income expect- 
ed from the new capacity, which should boost 
annual turnover by some 13-14 million 
pounds, combined with the 


Gremio striker Paulo Nunes, a player famed for 
outlandish goal celebrations and provocative com- 
ments in the media, was second with 18.0 percent 
of the vote and Vasco da Gama striker Edmundo 
third with 15.5. 

Ronaldo also featured, coming sixth but with 
only 3.2 percent. 

The magazine said the survey took place via its 
web site and that a total of 9,517 readers voted. 

A similar survey among the players from 10 
clubs was won by Edmundo, with Marcelinho sec- 
ond. 


get into fights during games. 


Sporting eye first 
title in 18 years 


porting Lisbon edged 

closer to their first 

Portuguese league title in 
18 years last weekend, helped 
by city rivals Benfica who beat 
reigning champions Porto. 

Argentine striker Alberto 
Acosta’s second-half goal 
against Belenenses earned 
Sporting a 1-0 win and put them 
four points clear at the top of the 
premier league at the time. 

But Porto’s hopes of a sixth 
successive title that few would 
have doubted mid-season faded 
along with Egyptian striker 
Adbelsatar Sabry’s goal from 30 
yards that gave third-placed 
Benfica a 1-0 victory, 

Benfica, who now have 57 
points, also increased their previ- 
ously slim chances of a champi- 
onship by narrowing the gap on 
a jaded looking Porto, who stay 
in second place with 60 points. 

The strain of competing in the 


domestic and in the Champions 
Leagues has produced a long 
casualty list and lost points for 
Porto. 

But Sporting’s substitute man- 
ager Augusto Inacio declined 
any early celebrations, noting 
that 18 points were still in dis- 
pute from six games remaining, 
including visits by Benfica and 
fourth-placed Guimaraes. 

“Tf there were only one game 
left, we would all be happy, but 
as there isn’t we can’t allow any 
unwarranted euphoria,” he told a 
news conference. 

As if to underline the- point, 
Augusto Inacio summoned his 
side to a training session on the 
Monday moming, despite their 
having played late on Sunday, to 
prepare for next weekend’s 
match against in-form mid-table 
Uniao Leiria. 

Sporting perhaps owe their 
success less to inspired play and 


more to a lack of consistency by 
Porto. But few doubt the contri- 
butions by experienced players 
Acosta and.former Manchester 
United goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel. 

Porto have struggled to main- 
tain the form that took them 
three points clear of Sporting at 
the season’s halfway point, and 
eight points ahead of Benfica, 

Although Porto’s Brazilian 
striker Mario Jardel is still 
Portugal’s leading marksman by 
a wide margin, the northern side 
has been hit by injuries and 
inspirational goalkeeper Vitor 
Baia has made few appearances 
since knee surgery three months 
ago, 

But Porto can draw some 
encouragement from the fact that 
they do not have to face any of 
the top three in their remaining 
six clashes, although five of 
them will be away. 
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FUTURE IS BLACK AND WHITE 


Newcastle’s Resurgence under Bobby Robson Continues 


signed in December and a new management 
structure, meant the long term future at the 
club was bright. 

Newcastle signed a partnership deal with 
NTL’s Premium TV arm in December, giving 
the club a 25 million pound cash injection 
from an interest free loan. 

NTL increased its stake in the club to 9.8 
percent as part of the deal and is to become 
the team’s main sponsor for five years from ! 
the start of next season. 

Last month, the company announced a 
boardroom shake up which saw David 
Stonehouse, previously finance director of 
north-east rivals Sunderland, take over as 
chief executive. | 

Fletcher himself is to stand down. as chair- 
man at the end of the season but remain as a 
non-executive director. He will be replaced as 
non-executive chairman by John Fender, cur- 


Striking options 


ngland coach Kevin 
| cs said last week 

he was optimistic about 
his attacking options for this 
summer’s Euro 2000 tourna- 
ment. 


Michael Owen: 
Encouraging. 

With just over two months to 
go before Euro 2000 kicks off, 
Keegan said he was encouraged 
by Liverpool marksman Michael 
Owen’s two goals in their 3-0 


win at Coventry recently, and the 
form of a number of the coun- 
try’s other top strikers. 

Recent internationals have 
seen Engiand struggling for 
goals. 

“Owen’s performance was 
tremendous, the two goals he 
scored were tremendous. As 
England manager I sat down on 
Saturday night and got a lot of 
boosts,” Keegan told reporters 
during a goodwill visit to 
Charleroi, which will host two of 
England’s Euro 2000 group 
matches. 

“Heskey got a goal for 
Liverpool. Everybody said he 
couldn’t score goals. Alan 
Shearer got a goal for Newcastle, 
Kevin Phillips got a goal. I 
watched Andy Cole score and 
Paul Scholes get a hat-trick at 
Old Trafford and David 
Beckham played superbly, so 
there were a lot of pluses at the 
weekend.” 

Keegan said he now felt the 
English Premier League had 
developed into Europe’s top 
league, and said this was demon- 
strated by the presence of four 
English teams in the final stages 
of European competition. 


“The Premier League has now 
caught up with and overtaken the 
Italian league. Now you’d have 
to say that English teams are the 
strongest.” 


Kevin Keegan: Optimistic. 


Keegan rejected suggestions 
that fatigue caused by the busy 
domestic and European schedule 
could disadvantage England’s 
players in the run-up to Euro 
2000. 

“The players will have plenty 
of time to rest, almost three or 
four weeks, which is a long time 
to prepare, so it doesn’t worry 
me.” 


Hagi may play in US after Euro 2000 


omanian international 
Gheorghe Hagi said 
Jast week he was con- 


sidering joining a Major 
League Soccer club after the 
European championship 
finals, 

Hagi, named Romanian soc- 


cer player of the century last 
December, plans to quit the 
international arena after Euro 
2000. 


“T will consider returning 


~home (to play for a Romanian 


club) after the European finals 
but I might go to the United 


States,” he said. 

Chicago Fires and New 
Jersey MetroStars are under- 
stood to be interested in recruit- 
ing Hagi and Gheorghe 
Popescu, his Galatasaray 
Istanbul team mate. 


Ajax hit back a 


jax Amsterdam hit back at 
Awe of a growing row between 

the club and Johan Cruyff, say- 
ing they were still in contact. 

Veteran Cruyff said last week he had 
severed ties with the club after he alleged 
they had ignored his advice. Cruyff was 
widely reported to be unhappy with Ajax’s 
decision to appoint Co Adriaanse as coach 
at the end of this season, replacing Jan 
Wouters who was sacked last month. 

Ajax regretted tensions had developed 
but said chairman Michael van Praag had 
phoned Cruyff and had a “good” conversa- 
ton, 

“Reports that Ajax and Johan Cruyff are 
not speaking to each other are simply 
untrue,” Ajax said in a brief statement. 

Seen as the face of Ajax, Cruyff formed 
part of the total football concept wich 


a 
Johan Cruyff: Reportedly unhappy. 
helped bring six championships and triple 
European Cup success in the 1960s and 
1970s. 

This season Ajax are struggling in fifth 
place in the league, 16 points behind lead- 
ers PSV Eindhoven. 


Capello agrees to 
new deal with Roma 


§ Roma coach Fabio Capello has agreed a two- 
A= extension to his contract, the Serie A club’s 
president Franco Sensi said last week. 

“We reached an agreement three z 
days ago and the contract will be sala 
signed in the coming days. Capello 
is with Roma until the end of 2003,” 

Sensi said. 

Capello joined Roma for the start 
of the current season on a two-year | 
contract, having previously been in As 
charge at AC Milan and Real 
Maid Fabio Capello 

In his first spell at Milan he won four Italian titles in five 
seasons and clinched the European Cup in 1994. 

Capello then led Real to the Spanish league title in his 
only season in charge at the Madrid club before a brief and 
unsuccessful second spell at the San Siro. 

Roma are sixth in Serie A with six games remaining. 


= - 
Pole jailed for throwing 
2 - 2 
hnije at Dino Baggio 
Pole was jailed for six and s half years last week 
for throwing a knife af Italian midfielder Dino 
aggio during 2 UEFA Cup match between 
Parma and Wisia Krakow in 1998, it was reported, 

Pawel Michalski, 20, was charged with assault, attempted 
gnevious bodily hann and disorderly conduct in the stadium. 

Michaiski threw a 10 cm (four-inch} blade from the 
stands, siriking Bapgio on the back of the bead. 

“The tough penalty should be a signal for others that this 
type of behaviour will not be tolerated,” it was reported the 
‘court ruling said. 

UEFA, European sccrer's governing body, banned Wisla 
Krikow from competing in the. Champions’ League in the 
following season as punishment for the incident, 

Baggio left the pitch temporarily after the incident but 
Teturmed to finish the game affer getting treatment, 

Michalski was also accused of offering a 5.200 zloty 
($1,240) bribe to the police to free hime but he was cleared 
of the charge. 


Leeds and Oldham team up with youth venture 


League side Leeds United 
became the first football club in 
England to buy a stake in a rival 

team last week. 

The Yorkshire side have secured a 9.9 
per cent share of Oldham Athletic in a 
bid to produce stars of the future from 
the second division club’s Centre of 
Excellence. 

‘The five-year deal was announced by 
Oldham chairman David Brierley, who 
originally suggested the joint venture to 


his Leeds counterpart Peter Ridsdale. 

The deal will see Leeds invest 50 per- 
cent of the budgeted 400,000 pounds ($1 
million) needed annually to run the cen- 
tre, in return for the first pick of any 
youngsters progressing through the 
ranks. 


Brierley said: “This is a unique link, 
which can only be of benefit to both 
clubs. We approached Leeds as they 
have an excellent track record in devel- 
oping their own youth players and do not 


already encroach on Oldham’s catchment 
area,” 

Oldham is located 30 miles (50 
kms) to the west of Leeds in 
the Greater Manchester area, 

“Without Leeds’ help, 
Oldham simply could not 
afford to sustain a Centre of 
Excellence.” 

Brierley is convinced other 
cash-strapped lower league clubs 
will soon follow Oldham’s lead and join 


forces with their more illustrious rivals. 
He added: “Whether other clubs fol- 
Jow suit is entirely up to them, but 
we can see enormous benefits 
and I would be very surprised 
if other teams do not take up 

this blueprint.” 

‘The deal should result in 
player exchanges between the 
two clubs, with fringe players 
from Leeds more likely to join 
Oldham in order to gain valuable first 


It’s official, 
the French are lower 
than the English. 


team experience. 

Oldham chiefs believe the move will 
also encourage the most talented young- 
Sters fo join the centre due to the possi- 
bility of ultimately progressing to a Pre- 
mier League club. 

English Premier League side 
Liverpool already have a youth link with 
Crewe where the two clubs swap players 
but there is no financial involvement in 
the deal. 


And as we always suspected, so are The Germans. In fact we've got prices on all 14 teams at Euro 2000. But that’s not all, you can also bet on English 
Premier League, FA Cup, National League, UEFA Cup, Champions League, Italian Serie A and 20 other major international sports. And-if-you:-ring 
PhoneTAB on 132 699 before Saturday, April 22 to open an account and mention this ad, you'll receive 3 free $10 bet. Not a bad net return, really. 
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Trapattoni caught in 
Fiorentina in-fighting 


fiorentina coach Giovanni 

Trapattoni found himself last 

week at the centre of a row 
between club president Vittorio Cecchi 
Gori and general manager Giancarlo 
Antognoni. 

The Gazzetta dello Sport newspaper 
said Cecchi Gori, one of the most volatile 
charcters in Italian soccer, had called a 
players’ meeting before the recent Serie A 
match against Bologna and criticised 
Antognoni for wanting to replace 
Trapattoni with former club coach 
Alberto Malesani, now at Parma. 

Antognoni, a celebrated former 
Fiorentina player, reportedly lost his tem- 
per during a heated argument and refused 
to attend the match. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


ONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


Gou will uot be disappointed 
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Giovanni Trapattoni: 
Sandwich meat. 


HEAD OFFICE: 
15-17 Glebe Point Road, 


Trapattoni said in March he would 
leave the club at the end of the season 
after his side were knocked out of the 
Champions League but has since hinted 
he could change his mind. 

Fiorentina are currently eighth in the 
Serie A table after a disappointing season. 

Striker Gabriel Batistuta, who scored 
both Fiorentina’s goals in the 2-2 draw, 
said he was disappointed by the in-fight- 
ing. 
“T'd like to have a serious club 
behind me but that’s not the case,” 
Batistuta said. “It’s difficult playing 
under these conditions, where you 
score two goals and still go home 
feeling sad. 


“My goals don’t count for anything 
and, if Antognoni isn’t given the authority 
he was promised, they won’t count for 
anything in the future,” 

Antognoni has reportedly suggested 
several replacements for Trapattoni and 
also urged Cecchi Gori to hire a sporting 
director before next season without suc- 
cess. 

Trapattoni also suggested he was tired 


of the situation, “In a soccer club every- 
one needs to pull together,” the former 
Bayern Munich coach said. “I have to 
manage a group of players and certain cir- 
cumstances make the job more difficult. 

“As far as I'm concemed I have no 
problem with Antognoni. We talk to one 
another often. If he’s got a problem with 
me that’s his business, not mine.” 


BERGKAMP 10 SEE OUT 


ARSENAL CONTRACT 


utch striker Dennis Bergkamp 
plans to see out his contract at 
UEFA Cup semi-finalists Arsenal. 


Bergkamp’s future has been the subject of 


speculation in the past month with reports 
linking him to a return to the Netherlands. 

But Bergkamp said last week: “T have one 
year left on my contract at Arsenal and T 
want to be here for that year. ] have loved my 
time at Arsenal and T have no wish to leave.” 

Bergkamp retires from international foot- 
ball after this year’s Euro 2000 in his native 
country and Belgium. 

“told the club that I do nof'want any talks 
about a contract until the summer. I want to 
concentrate on the Euro 2000 finals,” he said. 

“T am retiring from international football 


Dennis Bergkamp: Happy to stay. 
then and I want to have a successful tourna- 
ment with my country. But I will be at 
Arsenal next season. That is for sure.” 


Young Argentine hangs himself 


irko Saric, a mid- 
fielder with San 
Lorenzo of the 


Argentine first division, was 
found dead in his mother’s 
home last week in what 
police said appeared to be a 
suicide. 

The 21-year-old was found 
hanging from a bedsheet in 
the west Buenos Aires apart- 
ment by his mother, who 


came to his room to call him — weeks earlier. 
to breakfast, _ police Doctors said it would be at 
spokesman Ricardo Rodriguez —_ east four months before they 
said. knew whether he would be 
Saric joined San Lorenzo in _ able to play again. 
February, 1998 when he was He is the second player to 
19 and scored four goalsin 41 apparantly commit suicide in 
matches. the last few days. 
He had been deeply Just days earlier a Cypriot 
depressed since badly injuring _first division player was also 


the ligaments in his left knee 
in a car crash a couple of 


found hanged in his bedroom 
after a bout of depression. 


FAX: (02) 9559 2551 


Lic: No: 2TA001676 


ngland’s premier league unveiled 
terms last week for the sale of lucra- 
tive soccer screening rights with a 


three-year showcase package of 66 live 
games per year at top of the auction 
block 

The premier league, representing 
England's 20 top clubs, said it was also 
inviting bids for a 40 game pay-per-view 
package, free to air highlights. a second 
set of highlights and a video on demand 
and mobile telephony sub-licence. 

The contracts are expected to be 
awarded by June for rights starting in the 
2001-2002 season. 

The league said football clubs would 


retain rights to delayed coverage for 
screening on their own TV channels and 
on the Internet. As part of the tender. itis 
also seeking a partner for a new premier 
league website. 

Under the current contract, pay TV 
group BSKyB paid 670 million pounds 
($1.68 billion) for a four year rights deal 
to exclusive live coverage. le the BBC 
paid 73 million for a highlights package. 

“We feel this is a balanced set of 
agreements. Primarily football wins, it 
allows consumers more choice and clubs 
more flexibility,” said premier league 
Chief Executive Richard Scudamore. 


VAN GAAL SET TO MAKE 
HISTORY AT BARCELONA 


mbitious Barcelona coach 

Louis van Gaal believes his 

‘ide are on course to make 
soccer history — if they can add the 
Champions League title to their 
growing collection of silverware. 

Under van Gaal, Barcelona have 
won the Spanish league title for the last 
two seasons and are handily placed to 
complete the hat-trick this term as they 
lie two points behind leaders Deportivo 
La Conuna, 

Van Gaal’s side are hot favourites in 
the Champions league after winning 
through to the last eight stage by domi- 
nating the opening two group stages 
with some stunning attacking football, 
scoring 36 goals along the way. 

The Dutch coach, who has already 
tasted European success with Ajax 
Amsterdam in 1995, reaffirmed his 
faith in total, attacking football as he 


onaldo is fit to play in next 
week’s Italian Cup final 
gainst Lazio after being 
sidelined for more than four 
months with a knee injury. 

“Ronaldo is back from France. He 
will be available for the match at 
Lazio,” an Inter spokesman said. 

The former world footballer of 
the year has been receiving treat- 
ment in Paris and Brazil since dam- 
aging knee ligaments when he 
caught his foot in a divot on a rain- 
soaked San Siro pitch during a Serie 
A match against Lecce on 
November 21. 

Tests in Paris confirmed the 
Brazilian striker’s recovery and he 
flew back to Milan last week. 

“Tt all went perfectly,” Gazzetta 
dello Sport newspaper quoted him 
as saying as he left France. 


SEAMAN ESCAPES DEATH 


“Ht was 
Hal ay geaengergre 
he crashed while driving home 
from Arsenal's 3-1 win over 
‘Wimbledon last week. 

He was trapped upside down 
in his seat-belt until team mate 


Lee Dixon, following behind in anyone, We have apologised by letter to 

his own car, pulled him clear, the Maltese Football Association,” a 

a was, 40 or SO yards out. of spokeswoman for McDonalds 

training ground wheo the car Netherlands said. 
ne the we wich bounced me ‘The advert, along with the special Euro 2000 burger, 
5 oe ight across the road, narrowly ended recently. 
David Seaman: Lucky right ve ae he it “Coincidentally the plan was to stop the advert now, 
C i Daily hres but had we received the complaint earlier we would, of 
ngland goalkeeper England g 


David Seaman was 
lucky to escape death 
when his sports car hit a kerb, 
burtled across the road and 
somersaulted onto its soft-top: 
roof, 


RONALDO SET T0 


“The car hit a bush and trees 
and flipped onto the roof. 

It is only a soft-top so any- 
thing could have happened.” 


Louls Van Gaal: Glory seeker. 


looked forward to taking Barcelona on 
to greater glory in the future. 


“You expected me to be ready to 
face Udinese but I really don’t think 
so. The doctors have told me I have 
to wait a few days — that I have to 
wait for the Lazio match.” 

Inter face Lazio in the first leg of 
the cup final at the Olympic Stadium 
at the end of a disappointing season. 
They have failed to win their last 
four league matches and are out of 
the title race. 

“Ronaldo’s absence is one of the 
reasons for Inter’s problems so far,” 
club president Massimo Moratti said 
on -‘Inter’s website. “It’s not just an 
excuse or an alibi, it’s a question of 
tactics and skill.” 

Ronaldo, brilliant at Barcelona and 
in his first season at Inter in 1997-98, 
has been plagued by injuries over the 
past two years and has hardly played 
for his club side this season. 


frightening. I am so 


finals. 


McDonalds Apologises 
to Maltese Footballers 


-food chain McDonalds apologised to Maltese 
footballers for a Dutch advertisement poking 
fun at their chances of making it into the 

European championship this summer. 

The television advert showed actors dressed as 
Maltese national football team players taking part in a 
McDonald’s competition for tickets for Euro 2000, the 
only way the Malta side could ever make it to the finals. 

“It is never our intention to offend 


course, have pulled it," the spokeswoman said. 

‘The advert also features actors posing as the Icelandic 
Soccer team, but the spokeswoman said no complaint had 
been received from Iceland. 

Both countries failed to qualify for the Euro 2000 


McDonalds is one of the sponsors of the tournament, 
to be played in the Netherlands and Belgium this summer. 


“There is no other team at the 
moment that plays like Barcelona,” said 
yan Gaal before boarding the plane to 
London. 

“That's why I’m here. 

“No one speaks about the (European 
Cup-winning) Borussia Dortmund team 
from 1996 but rather Ajax in 1995, 
Ajax in 1973, Barcelona in 92 or the 
Real Madrid sides of the 1950s. 

“Those are the teams that always 
wanted to attack and were always 
attractive. The reason I’m here is to let 
the fans enjoy our football and to win 
titles. 

“If we win the Champions League 
people are going to talk about this 
Barcelona side. 

“We have to win this title and we 
have to win it in our own way. Then 
we'll be remembered.” 


Ronaldo: Back. 


He has made just seven appear- 
ances — only two of them for a full 
90 minutes — and scored three 
goals, two of them from the penalty 


spot. 


4 All times are Australian Eastern Standard Summer Time 


Tuesday April 11 National SoccerLeague § Sunday April 16 
Brazilian Football Carlton v South French Premier League 
Cabo Frio v Botafogo Marseille v Monaco 
Optus Vision (ESPN) Optus Vision (ESPN) 
Sam - 11am 10am - 12pm 


Futbol Mundial 
SBS TV 


4pm - 4.30pm 


English Premier League 
Middlesbrough v Man. 
United 

Fox Sports 

4.30pm - 6.30pm 


Dutch Footbali 
Amstel Cup Semi Final 
Az Alkamaar v NEC 
(LIVE) 

Optus Vision (ESPN) 
4.25am - 6.30am 
(Wednesday Moming) 
Wednesday April 12 


Italian Serie A: Football 
Extra 


Optus Vision (ESPN) 
7.30pm - 8.30pm, 
European Soccer Show 
Optus Vision (C7 Sport 
12) 

10pm - 11pm 


English Soccer 
EPL plus FA Cup Semi 2 
Fox Sporis 


Vipm - 2am 
Amstel Cup Semi Final 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aston Villa 1 Leeds United 0, Liverpool 2 Tottenham 
Hotspur 0, Bradford City 1 Southampton 2, Leicester 
City | Everton 1, Sunderland 2 Wimbledon 1, 


Watford 0 Derby County 0. 

P WDLFA Ps 
1. Manchester Utd 31 217 3 76 36 70 
2. Liverpool 32 18 8 6 4924 62 
3. Leeds United 32 19 3 10 4935 60 
4, Arsenal 31 176 8 5632 57 
5. Chelsea 31 15 106 41 26 55 
6. Aston Villa 33 14 109 37.27 52 
7. Sunderland 32 14.9 9 5247 51 
8. Everton 33 11 12 10 54 45 45 
9, West Ham United 31 12 9 10 42 47 45 
10. Newcastle United 31 12 7 12 52 44 43 
1L Tottenham 32 127 13.4740 @ 
12. Middlesbrough 31-12 7 12 35 42 43 
13,Leicester City 31 12 6 13 44 47 42 
14. Coventry City 32 10 8 14 40 42 38 
15, Southampton 32:10 7-15 39 5537 
16. Derby Comty 32 8 8 16 36 46 32 


17. Wimbledon 32 7 i 14 43 61 32 
18. Bradford City 32 6 8 18 2957 26 


19. Sheff Wed AleS= (6-20) 27 S82) 
20. Watford S2E56 5) 22° 28565520) 
LEADING SCORERS 


27 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

19 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle United) 

18 - Andy Cole (Manchester United) 

17 - Dwight Yorke (Manchester United) 

15 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United) 

13 - Steffen Iversen (Tottenham Hotspur), Paolo Di 
Canio (West Ham United), Niall Quinn (Sunderland) 
12 - Kevin Campbell (Everton) 

11 - Robbie Keane (Coventry City), Thierry Henry 
(Arsenal), Chris Armstrong (Tottenham Hotspur), 
Hamilton Ricard (Middlesbrough), Michael Owen 
(Liverpool) 

10 - Nwankwo Kanu (Arsenal), Marian Pahars 
(Southampton) 

9 - Dion Dublin (Aston Villa), Tony Cottee 
(Leicester City), Tore Andre Flo (Chelsea), Carl Cort 
(Wimbledon), Titi Camara (Liverpool), Harry Kewell 
(Leeds United), Patrik Berger (Liverpool) 

8 - John Hartson (Wimbledon), Davor Suker 
(Arsenal), Gary McAllister (Coventry City), Emile 
Heskey (Liverpool, 

7 for Leicester City), Paul Scholes (Manchester 
United), Paulo Wanchope (West Ham United). 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION ONE 


Tranmere | Fulham 1, Bamsley 2 West Bromwich 2, 
Bolton 4 Walsall 3, Crystal Palace 3 Stockport 3, 
Huddersfield 0 Birmingham 0, Ipswich 3 Port Vale 0, 
Manchester City 4 Crewe 0, Nottingham Forest 1 
Charlton 1, Portsmouth 2 Norwich 1, Queens Park 
Rangers 2 Swindon 1, Sheffield United 0 Grimsby 0, 
Wolverhampton 2 Blackburn 1, 


P WODL FA Pts 
1, Chariton 41 27 8 6 7637 89 
2. Manchester City 41 23 9 9 68 36 78 
3. Ipswich 41 21 128 63 38 75 
4. Bamsley SUS 279) 510) 82 oma 
5. Birmingham 41 20 10 11 61 42 70 


6. Huddersfield 41 19 11 IL 59 40 68 


Excludes Monday games 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION TWO 


Bournemouth 3 Oldham 0, Bristol City 4 Wrexham 0, 
Burnley 2 Notts County 1, Cambridge 1 Bristol 
Rovers 1, Chesterfield 1 Wycombe 2, Colchester 1 
Blackpool i, Millwall 3 Bury 0, Preston 0 Cardiff 0, 
Scunthorpe 1 Luton 2, Stoke 1 Brentford 0, Wigan 2 
Oxford 0. 


P WODLE A Pts 
1, Preston 41 U6 633 3 
2. Wigan 40 21 154 66 30 78 
3. Bristol Rovers 41 2 109 64 38 76 
4, Millwall 41 21 128 65 40 75 
5. Burley 40 20 137 56 37 73 
6. Stoke 41 19 139 6040 70 
7. Gillingham 39 20 9 10 64 43 69 
8. Notts County 41 18 10 13 57 46 64 
9. Bristol City 41 13 18 10 Si 47 57 
10. Luton 41 16 8 17 57 59 56 
11. Bournemouth 41 16 6 19 5455 54 
12. Wycombe 41 13 13 15 48 49 52 
13. Oldham 40 14 10 16 43 48 52 
14. Reading 4] 133.13, 15 51959) $2 
15. Brentford 41 13 11 17 43 52 50 
16, Bury 40 1 15 14 52 55 48 
17. Colchester 41 13 9 19 53 73 48 
18. Wrexham 41 12 11 18 45 61 47 
19. Cambridge 41 10 12 19 56 58 42 
20. Oxford 41 11 7 23 37 67 40 
21. Cardiff 40 7 17 16 40 54 38 
22. Blackpool 41 7 15 19 42 68 36 
23, Scunthorpe 41 8 12 21 37 67 36 
24. Chesterfield 40 5 12 23 26 54 27 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION THREE 


Barnet 1 Shrewsbury 1, Chester 0 Carlisle 1, Exeter 0 
Brighton 0, Hull City 2 Leyton Orient 0, Lincoln 1 
Cheltenham 2, Macclesfield 4 Plymouth 1, 
Northampton 3 Halifax 4, Rochdale 2 Hartlepool 0, 
Rotherham 0 Southend 0, Swansea 0 Peterborough 0, 
Torquay 4 Mansfield 0, York 0 Darlington 0. 


P WODL F APTS 


1, Rotherham 41 22 109 66 32 76 
2. Swansea 41 21 128 44 27 75 
3. Darlington 41 20 138 62 33 73 
4, Cheltenham 41 19 9 13 48 37 66 


5. Peterborough 40 18 11 11 55 49 - 
6. Northampton 40 19 7 14 54 44 64 


7. Barnet 41 18 10 13 50 48 64 
8. Hartlepool 41 18 8 15 52 46 62 
9. Plymouth 41 15 16 10 51 44 61 
10. Torquay 41 16 12 13 53 46 60 
IL. Rochdale 40 16 12 12 48 44 60 
12. Bnghton 41 15 13 13 60 44 58 
13. Macclesfield 41 16 10 15 60 55 58 
14. Lincoln 41 14 13 14 66 62 55 
15, Mansfield 41 16 7 18 48 59 55 
16. Hull City 41 13 14 14 40 36 53 
17. Halifax 41 14.9 18 40 50 51 
18, Southend 41 13 11 17 48 55 50 
19. Leyton Orient 41 12 10 19 41 48 46 
20. York 41 10 14 17 36 51 44 
21. Exeter 41 10 10 21 41 64 40 
22, Carlisle 40 9 10-21 41 69 37 
23, Shrewsbury 41 7 13 21 32 57 34 
24. Chester 41 8 8 25 3975 32 


7. Wolverhampton 41 18 11 12 57 45 65 | SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE | 
8. Bolton 41 17 12 12 56 44 63 SCOTTISH: PREMIER LEAGUE 

9. Fulham 41 15 15 11 41 36 60 Dundee 4 Motherwell 1, Hearts 1 Celtic 0, 
10. Blackburn 41 15 14 12 51 43 59  Kilmamock 1 Dundee United 0 

11. Queens Pk Rangers41 14 16 11 54 48 58 

12. Sheffield United 41 13 12 16 55 62 51 P WODL FA Pts 
13. Norwich 41 12 14 15 41 46 50 1. Rangers 28 216 1 7921 69 
14. Tranmere 40 13 11 16 50 58 50 2. Celtic 29 18 2.9 78 33 56 
15. Portsmouth 41 13.9 19 5058 48 3. Hearts 29-12: 8 9 40 33: 44 
16. Stockport 41 lt 15 15 46 60 48 4. Motherwell 29 10 9 10 38 56 39 
17, Grimsby 41 13.9 19 38 62°48 5. Hibernian 299 9 11 -4b 47-36 
18. Crystal Palace © 41 «11 14°16 51 60 47 6. St Johnstone 29 8e9> 12 28)255233) 
19. Nottingham Forest 41 11 12 18 46°52 45  7.Dundee United 28 «9 6 13 28-44 33 
20. West Bromwich 41 8° 17 16°34 53.41 8. Dundee 2D, BE, 4-16 Fh pSae BL 
21: Crewe 41 if 8 22.37 60:41 9. Kilmamock 29 5. 13° 31,3928 
22: Walsall 4) 9: 12 20 47-70.,.39,; 10. Aberdeen 27 6, 6.15 32.69 24 
23. Port Vale 40 7-13.20 44-60. -34° 

24, Swindon 41 6 11 24 31 69 29 
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LEADING SCORERS 

25 - Mark Viduka (Celtic) 
15 - Rod Wallace (Rangers) 
13 - Jorg Albertz (Rangers), Billy Dodds (Rangers, 9 
for Dundee United) 

I1 - Willie Falconer (Dundee), Gary McSwegan 
(Hearts) 

10 - John Spencer (Motherwell), Nathan Lowndes (St 
Johnstone), 

9 - Michael Mols (Rangers), Kenny Miller 
(Hibernian), Eyal Berkovic (Celtic) 

8 - Russell Latapy (Hibernian), Colin Cameron 


7 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic), Christophe Cocard 
(Kilmarnock), Lee McCulloch (Motherwell), Mixu 
Paatelainen (Hibernian), Arild Stavrum (Aberdeen), 
Mark Burchill (Celtic) 

6 - Jonatan Johannson (Rangers), Lubomir Moraycik 
(Celtic), Joaquim Ferraz (Dundee United), Thomas 
Johnson (Celtic). 


SCOTTISH FA CUP 


Ayr 0 Rangers 7, Hibernian v Aberdeen, (Rangers 
play Hibernian or Aberdeen in the final on May 27 at 
Hampden Park) 


SCOTTISH DIVISION ONE 


Airdrie 3 G Morton 0, Ayr v Dunfermline 
(Postponed), Clydebank 1 Livingston 2, Raith 2 
Inverness CT 0, St Mirren 1 Falkirk 0. 


P WDLFA Pts 
1. St Mirren 32 207 5 6832 67 
2. Falkirk 32: 18 16) 8 59) 35. 60) 
3, Dunfermline 31 16 114 55 30 59 
4, Raith 32 177 8 5433 58 
5. Livingston 3216-7 ©9. 51:41 55 
6. Inverness CT 32 12 9 I 51 46 45 
7, AyT 319 7 15 35 41 34 
8. G Morton yas) Ol BeSoe57) 30) 
9. Airdrie Boer OL 24n OS 25) 
10. Clydebank SPS og) 78k 


SCOTTISH DIVISION TWO 


Hamilton | Clyde 1, Ross County 1 Partick 3, 
Stenhousemuir 2 Alloa 1, Stirling 2 Queen ofSouth 
2, Stranraer 0 Arbroath 1. 


1, Clyde 32 16 115 52 32 
2. Ross County 32 15 7 10 46 36 
3. Alloa 31 12 136 42 35 
4. Partick 32 12 9 Wi 39 37 
5, Arbroath 32 10 139 


6, Stranraer 32 7 187 41 37 
7. Hamilton 31 8 12 12 35°39 
8. Stirling By al 

9. Stenhousemuir a Oi ad 

10. Queen of South 31 7 8 


SCOTTISH DIVISION THREE 


Brechin 1 Berwick 2, Cowdenbeath 1 Dumbarton 2, 
East Stirling 3 Albion 1, Forfar 1 Montrose 2, 
Queens Park v East Fife (Postponed). 


P WODLFA Pts 
1, Berwick 32:17 8 7 4828 59 
2. Forfar 32 16 8 8 6137 56 
3. Queens Park 31 159 7 4635 54 
4. East Fife Ali eraifa eee) SEs 3) 
5. Dumbarton 32 14 6 12 50 48 48 
6. Cowdenbeath 32 13 8 11 50 37 47 
7. East Stirling 32 11 7 14 2742 40 
8. Montrose 32 9° 7 16 35°47 34 
9."Brechin 32 Be) iP or aTe ot 
10. Albion 32 5° 5 22 31 69 20 

ITALIAN SERIE A 

Bologna 0 Juventus 2, Cagliari ‘0 Verona 1, Lazio 1 
Perugia 0, Lecce 0 AS Roma 0, AC Milan f 
Fiorentina 1, Piacenza 2 Bari 1, Regyina 1, Venezia 0, 
Torino 2 Parma 2, Udinese 3 Inter Milan 0. 


DLFEA 

1. Juventus 8 3 42 16 

2. Lazio 2 178 4 5026 5 
3. AC Milan 2 13 115 55 36 50 
4, Parma 29 148 7 45 34 50 
5. Inter Milan 2 147 8 5029 49 
6. AS Roma 29 13.8 8 5231 47 
7. Udinese 29 128 9 5138 44 
8. Fiorentina # 29 10 118 35 34 41 
9. Verona 2 9 9 11 3138 36 
10. Reggina 29 8 129 2734 36 
11. Perugia 29 10 6 13 30 46 36 
12, Bologna 29 8 11 10 25 30 35 
13. Lecce 29 8 10 11 27.37 34 
14. Bari 2 8 7 14.2943 31 
15, Torino 29 6 1013 2841 28 
16. Venezia 29 6 7 16 25 48 25 
17. Piacenza 29 4 8 17:17:37 20 
18. Cagliari 29 3 11 15 25 46 20 
LEADING SCORERS 


21 - Andriy Shevchenko-(AC Milan) 

19 - Heman Crespo (Parma) 

16.- Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina), Vincenzo 
Montella (AS Roma) 

15 - Filippo Inzaghi (Juventus) 

14 - Cristiano Lucarelli (Lecce), Marco Ferrante 
(Torino) 

13 - Christian Vieri (Inter Milan) 

12 - Roberto Muzzi (Udinese) 

11 - Marcelo Salas (Lazio), Oliver Bierhoff (Milan), 
Marco Delvecchio (Roma) 

10 - Giuseppe Signori (Bologna), Mohamed Kallon 
(Reggina) 

9 - Alvaro Recoba (Inter), Filippo Maniero (Venezia) 
8 - Nicola Amoruso (Perugia) 

7 - Patrick Mboma (Cagliari), Alessandro Del Piero 
(Juventus), Francesco Totti (Roma), Stefano Fiore 
and Martin Joergensen (Udinese) 

6 - Daniele Berretta (Cagliari), Ivan Zamorano 
(Inter), Juan Veron (Lazio), Zvonimir Boban (Milan), 
Renato Olive (Perugia), Roberto Carlos Sosa 
(Udinese), Maurizio Ganz (Venezia), Domenico. 
Morfeo (Verona) 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Real Betis 2 Racing Santander 2, Real Madrid 1 Celta 
Vigo 0, Alaves 0 Espanyol 0, Athletic Bilbao 1 Rayo 
Vallecano 2, Barcelona 0 Real Mallorca 3, Malaga 3 
Sevilla 0, Numancia 1 Real Sociedad 2, Valencia 6 
Oviedo 2, Valladolid 1 Real Zaragoza 1, Deportivo 
Coruna 4 Atletico Madrid 1. 


P WODL FEA Pts 
1. Deportivo Coruna 32 19 4 9 59 38 61 
2. Barcelona 32 17 5 10 63 39 56 
3, Real Zaragoza Bap alea GES weS2eS2 55 
4, Real Madrid 32 13 145 51 42 53 
5. Alaves 32 1449 9 35 31 5) 
6. Valencia 32 13-9 10 46 36 48 
7. Celta Vigo 32.13 5 14 40 39 44 
8. Espanyol 32 J} 1011 48 41 43 
9. Rayo Vallecano 32 12 7 13 42 44 43 
10. Valladolid 32 11 10 11 31 38 43 
11. Malaga 32 10 12 10 47 42 42 
12. Real Mallorca 32 11 8 13 4041 41 
13, Athletic Bilbao 32:10:11 :11 41 50 41 
14. Real Sociedad 32 10 12 11 35 40 39 
15, Numancia 2 10 9 13 40 52 39 


16. Racing Santander 32 9 11 12 44 44 38 
17, Real Betis 32,9 

18. Real Oviedo 32 8 10 14 34 54 34 
19. Atletico Madrid 32 8 

20. Sevilla Bigs t2 153055227 
LEADING SCORERS 

23 - Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink (Atletico Madrid) 

22 - Catanha (Malaga), Salva Ballesta (Racing 
Santander) 

19 - Sayo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza), Roy Makaay - 
(Deportivo Corina) 

15 - Diego Tristan (Real Mallorca), Raul Gonzalez 
(Real Madrid) 

13 - Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona) 

12 - Rivaldo (Barcelona), Fernando Motientes (Real : 
Madrid), Juan. Carios-Gomez (Sevilla), Victor. 
Fernandez (Valladolid) 

10 - Dani Garcia (Barcelona), Gaizka Mendieta 


(Valencia), 

Joseba Etxeberria (Athletic Bilbao), Alfonso Perez 
(Real Madrid) 

9 - Vassilis Tsartas (Sevilla), Djalminha (Deportivo 
Conuna), 

Luis Figo (Barcelona), Dely Valdes (Oviedo), 
Manuel Canabal (Rayo Vallecano), Raul Tamudo 
(Espanyol) 

8 - Ruben Navarro (Numancia), Pauleta Resendes 
(Deportivo Coruna), Juanele Castano (Real 
Zaragoza), Claudio Lopez (Valencia) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Ajax Amsterdam 3 Sparta Rotterdam 2, RKC 
Waalwijk 0 Heerenveen 1, Feyenoord 1 Utrecht 2, 
Twente Enschede 1 MVV Maastricht 2, Willem {1 
Tilburg 0 Vitesse Arnhem 4, Cambuur Leeuwarden 1 
Den Bosch 2, AZ Alkmaar 2 Graafschap Doetinchem 
0, Fortuna Sittard 0 PSV Eindhoven 4, NEC 


Nijmegen 0 Roda JC Kerkrade 0. 

P WODL FA Pts 
1,PSVEindhoven 29 223 4 90 22 69 
2. Heerenveen Pf) TE SY ee SE) ake Gy 
3. Twente Enschede 29 15 113 48 26 56 
4, Ajax Amsterdam 28 16 5 7 64 42 53 
5. Feyenoord 291 T15 8 Gs S615Ti 53. 
6. Vitesse Amhem 29 15 8 6 57 39 53 
7. AZ Alkmaar 29 16 4 9 6146 52 
8. Roda JC Kerkrade 29 13 7 9 50 39 46 
9, Willem I Tilburg 29 11 7 11 43 53 40 
10. Utrecht 29:12 3 14 48 53. 39 
1}, RKC Waalwijk 29 10 5 14 38 57 35 
12, Sparta Rotterdam 29 10 4 15 43 59 34 
13. Graafschap 29 8 8 13 35 46 32 
14. Fortuna Sitard 29 8 7 14 39 47 31 
15.NEC Nijmegen 29 6 5 18 3355 23 
16.MVV Maastricht 29 5 6 18 35 64 21 
17, Den Bosch 28 3 7 (18 25 68 16 
18. Cambuur 22S e eet 2(MOUm a 


LEADING SCORERS 

14 - Ulf Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen) 

13 - Martin Max (TSV 1860 Munich), Ebbe Sand 
(Schalke 04) 

12 - Ailton (Werder Bremen), Jonathan Akpoborie 
(VEL Wolfsburg) 

11 - Marco Bode (Werder Bremen), Youri Djorkaeff 
(Kaiserslautern), Elber (Bayern Munich), Michael 
Preetz 

(Hertha Berlin) 

10 - Andrzej Juskowiak (VfL Wolfsburg), Paulo 
Sergio (Bayem 

Munich), Adel Sellimi (SC Freiburg) 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Werder Bremen 3 Arminia Bielefeld 1, MSV 
Duisburg 1 SC Freiburg 2, Bayern Munich 4 SSV 
Ulm 0, VfB Stuttgart 2 VfL. Wolfsburg 5, Schalke 04 
1 Kaiserslautern 2, Bayer Leverkusen 3 Borussia 
Dortmund 1, Hertha Berlin 1 Eintracht Frankfurt 0, 
SpVgg Unterhaching 1 TSV 1860 Munich 1, 


Hamburg SV 1 Hansa Rostock 0. 
P WDLFA Pts 
1, Bayer Leverkusen 28 17 9 2 6030 60 
2. Bayern Munich 2% 177 4 5923 58 
3. Hamburg SV 28 159 4 5930 54 
4. Werder Bremen 28127 9 59 44 43 
5. Kaiserslautern 28 13 4 11 42 49 43 
6. Hertha Berlin 28 119 8 3540 42 
7. TSV 1860 Munich 28 11 8 9 43 41 41 
8. VEL Wolfsburg 28 10 117 46 49 41 
9. VEB Stuttgart PYs fbles\ Sey kei oh) 
10. Schalke 04 28 8 119 38 37 35 
11. SpVgg Unter, 239 7 12 33 36 34 
12. SC Freiburg 288 9 11 39 43 33 
13. Borussia Dortmund 28 7 11 10 32 30 32 
14. Hansa Rostock 28 6 12 10 35 49 30 
15. SSV Ulm 2% 8 6 14 3052 30 
16. Eintracht Frankfurt 28 8 5 15 31 38 29 
17. MSV Duisburg 28 4 8 16 32 54 20 
4 8 16 2951 20 


18. Arminia Bielefeld 28 


LEADING SCORERS 
29 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 
21 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Amhem) 


ABSW £4) 


——| WORLD — 


Excludes Monday games 


16 - Anthony Lurling (Heerenveen) Amold Bruggink 
(PSV) Luc Nilis (PSV) 

15 - Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink (Twente Enschede) 
John Bosman (AZ Alkmaar) 

14 - Nikos Machlas (Ajax Amsterdam) 

13 - Richard Knopper (Ajax) Bob Peeters (Roda JC 
Kerkrade) 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 


Racing Lens 1 Metz 0, St-Etienne 1 Paris St Germain 
1, Nancy 2 Racing Strasbourg 3, AJ Auxerre 1 
Nantes 1, Le Havre 0 Olympique Lyon 1, Bastia 4 
Stade Rennes 2, Montpellier 2 Troyes s, Sedan 0 
Girondins Bordeaux 1, Olympique Marseille 4 
Monaco 2. 


P WODLE A Pts 
1. Monaco 0194 7 6029 61 
2,OlympiqueLyon 30 15 6 9 38 35 SI 
3. Paris StGermain 30 13 9 8 43 36 48 
4. Girondins Bordeaux 30 13 8 9 45 36 47 
5. Bastia 3 11 109 39 33 43 
6. Sedan 30:12 7 IL 38 39 43 
7. AJ Auxerre 30127 1 3L 33 43 
8. Racing Strasbourg 30 12 6 12 40 47 42 
9, St Etienne 30 11 8 11 41 44 41 
10. Stade Rennes 30 117 12 41 40 40 
11. Racing Lens 30 11 7 12 32 33 40 
12, Olympique 30 9 11 10 39 39 38 
13. Metz Bie ea See ai 
14, Nantes 30 10 6 14 36 38 36 
15. Troyes 30 11 3 16 30 47 36 
16. Nancy 30.9 7 14 35 40 34 
17. Le Havre 30 9 7 14 28 42 34 
18. Montpellier 30 6 9 15 34 43 27 
LEADING SCORERS 
20 - David Trezeguet (Monaco), Sonny Anderson 
(Olympique Lyon) 


16 - Marco Simone (Monaco) 

15 - Christian (Paris St Germain) 

14 - Shabani Nonda (Stade Rennes) 

13 - Alex (St Etienne), Lilian Laslandes (Girondins 
Bordeaux), Antoine Sibierski (Nantes) 

12 - Sylvain Wiltord (Girondins Bordeaux), Stephane 
Guivare’h (AJ Auxerre), Tony Cascarino (Nancy) 

10 - Frederic Nee (Bastia) 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Ghent 4 Eendracht Aalst 0, Mechelen 4 Harelbeke 0, 
Beveren 1 Lommel 0, Westerlo 5 Anderlecht 0, 
Charleroi 1 Sint-Truiden 1, Germinal Beerschot 3 
Genk 0, Standard Liege 1 Lokeren 2, Excelsior 
Mouscron 1 Club Bruges 2, Lierse 2 Verbroedering 
Geel 2, 


P WODL FA Pts 
1. Anderlecht 30 20 8 2 7832 68 
2. Club Bruges 30 18 4 8 6229 58 
3. Ghent 30 17 3 10 68 48 54 
4, Standard Liege 30 17 2 Il 62 44 53 
5. Excelsior Mouscron 30 15 6 9 65 44 51 
6. Lierse 30147 9 62 42 49 
7, Germinal Beerschot 30 14 7 9 50 40 49 
8. Westerlo 30 13.8 9 57 60 47 
9. Genk 30 13 6 11 5452 45 
10. Mechelen 30 12 5 13 46 61 41 
TL. Lokeren 30 10 9 11 48 54 39 
12, Eendracht Aalst 30 11 3 16 50 62 36 
13. Harelbeke 30 9 5 16 53 62 32 
14. Beveren 30 8 8 14 4259 32 
15. Sint-Truiden 30 8 6 16 3457 30 
16, Verbroedering 30 4 12 14 27 53 24 
17. Charleroi 30 5 8 17 34 60 23 
18. Lommel 30 3 -11 16 28 61 20 


NOTE: Belgian FA changed result of Harelbeke v 
Beveren match on January 23, wich Harelbeke had 
won 6-3, to a 5-0 win for Beveren as Harelbeke 
fielded an ineligible player. The decision is subject to 
appeal. 


LEADING SCORERS 

26 - Ole-Martin Aarst (Ghent) 

23- Toni Brogno (Westerlo) 

19 - Jan Koller (Anderlecht) 

17 --David Paas (Harelbeke) 

15 - Marcin Zewlakow (Excelsior Mouscron) Bric 


Van Meir (Lierse) 

13 - Par Zetterberg (Anderlecht) Sven Vermant (Club 
Bruges) 

12 - Tomasz Radzinski (Anderlecht) Gert Verheyen 
(Club Bruges) Jochen Janssen (Club Bruges) 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Partizan Belgrade 1 Zeleznik Belgrade 1, Vojvodina 
Novi Sad 0 Sartid Smederevo 1, Hajduk Kula 1 
Mogren Budva 0, Proleter Zrenjanin 3 Milicionar 
Belgrade 0, Hajduk Belgrade 3 Borac Cacak 0, 
Cukaricki Belgrade 0 Red Star Belgrade 1, Sutjeska 
Niksic 0 Zemun Belgrade 0, Radnicki Nis 1 
Buducnost Podgorica 0, Spartak Subotica 2 Rad 
Belgrade 3, Radnicki Kragujevac 0 OFK Beograd 
Belgrade 0, Cukaricki Belgrade 1 Buducnost 
Podgorica 1. 


P WODL FA Pts 
1, Red Star Belgrade 32 25 6 1 6617 81 
2. Partizan Belgrade 32 25 4 3 88 25 79 
3. Obilic Belgrade 32 24 5 3 58 22 77 
4. Rad Belgrade 32 14 8 10 48 36 50 
5, Sutjeska Niksic 33 13 8 12 41 43 47 
6, Radnicki Nis 33 14 4 «15 41 39 46 
7. Zelemik Belgrade 32 12 9 11 42 37 45 
8, Buducnost Podgorica32_ 13 5 14 39 34 44 
9. OFK Beograd 32 11 10 11 45 46 43 
10. Milicionar Belgrade33_ 12 7 16 43 44 43 
IL. Cukaricki Belgrade 32 11 9 12 30 34 42 
12, Zemun Belgrade 32 11 9 12 38 43 42 
13, Radnicki 33 10 11 12 26 34 41 
14, VojvodinaNovi 32 11 7 14 43 43 40 
15. Hajduk Kula 32 10 7 15 26 34 37 
16. Sartid Smederevo 33 10 7 16 29 40 37 
17, Proleter Zrenjanin 32 9 9 14 30 39 36 
18. Hajduk Belgrade 32 11 3 18 45 60 36 
19.MogrenBudva 33 10 5 18 30 58 35 
20. Spartak Subotica 33 7 5 21 26 63 26 
21. Borac Cacak 336 4 23 35 78 22 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Istra 1 Hajduk 1, Vukovar 91 0 Dinamo 3, Hrv. 
Dragovoljac 0 Slaven Belupo 2, Cibalia 1 Rijeka 1, 
Sibenik 1 Osijek 1, Zagreb 1 Varteks 2. 


P WODLE A Pts 
1, Dinamo 26 17 6 3 66 20 S7 
2. Hajduk AS Way Sh BAL YR Ge} 
3. Osijek 26 13 6 7 45 37 45 
4, Rijeka 2OMeLO Nae 9: 423511 637 
5. Cibalia 26 9 107 35 29 37 
6. Zagreb 26 8B 9 9 34 34 33 
7, Slaven Belupo GM ee 27) 22028133; 
8, Varteks 26 9 6 11 26 34 33 
9, Hrv. Dragovoljac 26 6 7 13 3050 25 
10. Istra 26 6 6 14 2748 24 
d1. Vukovar 91 26,5 8 13 20 41 23 
12, Sibenik 26 4 9 13 20 44 21 


PORTUGUESE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Belenenses 1 Maritimo 1, Braga 3 Santa Clara 1, 
Alverca 0 Vitoria Setubal 1, Gil Vicente 2 Estrela 
Amadora 2, Porto 2 Salgueiros 0, Campomaiorense 2 
Benfica 4, Rio Ave 1 Vitoria Guimaraes 1, Uniao 
Leiria 1 Sporting Lisbon 1, 


P WODL FA Pts 
1, Sporting Lisbon 29 19 8 2 48 20 65 
2. Porto 29:19 6 4 5419 63 
3, Benfica 29 18 6 5 4927 60 
4, VitoriaGuimaraes 29 14 5 10 43 31 47 
5. Gil Vicente 29 12 9 8 40 29 45 
6. Maritimo 29 IL 108 33 29 43 
7, Boavista 28 12 6 10 30 26 42 
8.EstrelaAmadora 29 9 137 31 28 38 
9. Alverca 29 7 13:34 42 34 
10. Uniao Leiria 29 8 10:11 26 29 34 
11. Belenenses 2 7 139 3031 34 
12. Braga 29 10 4 15 36 40 34 


13, Farense 28 7 10 11 28 50 31 
14, Rio Ave 29.7 9 13 29 41 30 
15. Vitoria Setubal 29 8 5 16 22 41 29 
16. Campomaiorense 29 7 6 16 26 45 27 
17. Salgueiros 2 7 6 16 22 40 27 
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ROMANIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Rocar Bucharest 2 National Bucharest 1, Steaua 
Bucharest 1 FCM Bacau 0, Brasov 2 Rapid Bucharest 
0, Dinamo Bucharest | Ceahlaul Piatra Neamt 1, 
Otelul Galati 1 Universitatea Craiova 0, Gloria 
Bistrita 2 CSM Resita 0, Arges Pitesti I Astra Ploiesti 
i, Extensiv Craiova 1 Farul Constanta 3, Petrolul 
Ploiesti 4 Onesti 1. 


18, Santa Clara 29 5 


P WOLFE A Pts 
1. Dinamo Bucharest 28 23 3 2 76 26 72 
2, Rapid Bucharest 28 17 5 6 49 33 56 
3. Ceahlaul Piatra 28 15 5 8 45 36 50 
4. Arges Pitesti 28 145 9 38 28 47 
5. Gloria Bistrita 28 14 2 12 41 37 44 
6. Astra Ploiesti 28 12 6 10 38 33 42 
7. Otelul Galati 28 13 3 12 44 39 42 
8. Steaua Bucharest 27 13 3 11 46 46 42 
9, National Bucharest 28 12 4 12 49 37 40 
10. FCM Bacau 2 if 6 th 30;31' 39 
11. Petrolul Ploiesti 28 11 5 12 40 43 38 
12. Brasov 28 113 «1442 40 36 
13. Farul Constanta 28 10 6 12 33 40 36 
14. Rocar Bucharest 27 11 1 15 37 44 34 
15, Universitatea 28 6) 13530832) 633. 
16. Onesti 28 8 3 17 3065 27 
17. CSM Resita 25 7 16 3258 2 
18. Extensiv Craiova 28 4 3 21 22 53 15 


HUNGARIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Diosgyor 1 Kispest Honved 3, MTK Budapest 0 
Vasas Budapest 0, Dunaferr 2 Szombathely 1, 
Tatabanya 1 Nagykanizsa 0, Vac 1 Pecs 2, Debrecen 
3 Perencvaros 0, Ujpest Budapest 2 Siofok 0, 


Zalaegerszeg 2 Gyor ETO 1, 

P WDLEA Pts 
1, Dunaferr 4167 «1 «53:20 55 
2. Vasas 24:15 4 5 4720 49 
3. MTK 24 138 3 46 19 47 
4, Debrecen 25 117 7 3730 40 
5. Tatabanya 25 10 105 25 28 40 
6. Ferencvaros 25 10 7 8 45 31 37 
7. Ujpest 25 10 7 8 44 33 37 
8. Zalaegerszeg de Si Ue S27 Tl #35 
9. Nyiregyhaza 24 105 9 28 33 35 
10. Gyor ETO 4% 8 7 «9 36 26 31 
11, Pecs 24.7 107 28 38 31 
12. Kispest Honved 25 8 6 11 24 33 30 
13. Nagykanizsa vai BY RE UP AUS) PS) 
14, Szombathely 246 3 15 25 42 21 
15. Diosgyor 23 5 6 14 2 44 21 
16. Siofok 25 6 5 14 20 40 20 
17. Vac 24.2 5 17 206 11 


JAPANESE LEAGUE 


Kashiwa Reysol 2 Kyoto Purple Sanga 1, Gamba 
Osaka 1 Sanfrecce Hiroshima 2, JEF United Ichihara 
1 Kawasaki Frontale 0, Vissel Kobe 1 Cerezo Osaka 
2, Jubilo Iwata 2 Avispa Fukuoka 1, Kashima Antlers 
2 FC Tokyo 1, Nagoya Grampus Eight 1 Shimizu S- 
Pulse 0, Verdy Kawasaki 1 Yokohama F Marinos 3. 


P WODL GFGAPs 
1, Iwata GSO) 2 led» 42 
2. Kashiwa oy 5 OE 106 12 
3. Yokohama 6402 1008 122 
4. Cerezo Osaka 640 2 151 il 
5. FC Tokyo 640218 UH 
6. Shimizu CYAN ST Ne oe ihety Ae bY 
7. Kashima C4052? 8 SG: IT 
8. Ichihara 6 3 12 110 10 
9. Hiroshima 1 ae arr Jes ce 
10. Kobe GO) Sle SO S6y 2 
11. Nagoya 6)..2 10:4 4)56> 16. 
12. Verdy Kawasaki 6 2 04 7 11 6 
13. Fukuoka 6) 2 105°45:5 39 -<S 
14. Kawasaki Frontale 6 1 1 447 «4 
15. Kyoto 6105 44 3 
16.GambaOsaka 6 0245 9 2 


(Note: winners in extra time are awarded 2 points) 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


P w D rE F A a Pp Ww D L EF A PW | D L F A 
PERTH GLORY 29 | 16 7 6 54 | 37 14 10 3 1 33 16 15 | 6 4 5 21 | 21 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 29° | 145 8 6 61 38 15 10 1 - 31 19 14 | 5 ve 2 30 | 19 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 29 | 14 6 9 | 49 | 34 14 7 | 5 2 31 45 15 | 7 1 7 18 | 19 
CARLTON SC 29 | 14 6 9 | 46 | 33 BRE 14 7 | 4 3 22 13 cn aA 2 6 24 | 20 
MARCONI STALLIONS 29) | 14 6 9 43 | 38 5 14 8 2 4 21 17 15 | 6 | 4 5 22 | 21 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 28 | 13 8 7 | 41 35 Ti 14 8 4 2 27 18 14 | 5 41-5} 14 STs, 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 29 | 11 8 10 a1 | 31 15 8 4 3 29 15 9 14 | 3 4 | 7 42. | 16 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 29. | 11 8 10. | 37_-| 33 Ee 14 6 5 S25 15 16_| 5 3 tf 12 | 18 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 28 | 12 5 1i1_| 48 | 49 Te 14 7 3 4 | 26 22 14 4 5 2 7 22 | 27 
PARRAMATTA POWER af} S| 14_=| 43) | 37 14 7 4 3 24 15 13_| 4 1 ] 49.222 
SOUTH MELBOURNE ZO dO> | 7 | 12. | 43 | 45 15 7 4 4 25 15. 14 | 3 3 8 17_ | 29° 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 20! | 44 3 15 | 38 | 48 15 8 a 2 5 21 +9 14 | 3 1 10 | 17_ | 29 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 29 | 40 1 6 13. | 30 |. 50 14 6 2 6 14 18 = |S ie Ig 16 | 32 
CANBERRA COSMOS 29. | 6 | 8 415. | 37__| 55 14 4 | 3 7 17 19 toe 5 8 | 20 | 36 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 29 6 | 8 15_ | 17 | 36 15 3 4 8 10 17 14 | 3 4 7 7 19 
SYDNEY UNITED 29 4 5 20 | 17 | 46 16 4 3 9 14 22 13 | 0 2 | 11 3 24 


(Vicelich 20, de Jang 55, Perry 85) 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
(Babic 11) 


Venue: Ericsson Stadium. Crowd: 4,877. Referee: P Mur. 
Cautions: Renaud (MS) 87. 

Teams: Auckland Kingz: Duke, Bunce, Jackson, Mova, Naata, 
Vicelich (Kenyon 80), Rufer, Campbell, Perry, de Jang (Hickey 70), 
Lammers (Siva 84). > 

Marconi Stallions: Tumbull, Gibson, Longo; Kim, Care (Zoric 62), 
Babic, Maloney, Invincibile, Farah (Di Gia $4), Awaratife (Trajanovski 
70), Renaud 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
STRIKERS 


(Grierson 94) 


Venue: Falcons Stadium, Crowd: 1,728. Referee: J Blaney, 
Cautions: McKain (BS) 47, McLaren (BS) 64. 

Teams: Gippsland Falcons: Jevdjevic, Fak, Gotis, Durakovic, 
Maenico}, Vargas (Robertson 75). Bell, Puca, Hutchinson, Sekulovski, 
Marcina, 

Brisbane Strikers: Bolton, Gwynne (Bell 57), Stetanutto, Foster. Srhoj, 
Hews, McLaren, North, Griersan, Meredith, McKain. 


(Lozanouski 65) 


(Edwards 2 & 91) 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. Crowd: 5,833, Referee: M. Shield 
Cautions: Harwell (PG) 70, Blatsis (SM) 88. 

Teams: South Melbourne: Jones, losifidis, DeAmicis, Orlic 
(Anastasiadis 83), Blatsis, Clarkson, Panopoulos, Coveny (Magnacca 57), 
Trimboli (Tsekinis 57), Curcija, Lozanovski. 

Perth Glory: Petkoyic, Trajkovski (Ergic 57), Miller, Naven, Harwell, 
Valle, Edgar, Halpin, Edwards, Aurelio (Despotoveki 83), Wehrman. 


OLYMPIC 
COSMOS 


(Cardozo 49) 


(Watkins 71) 


Venue: Belmore SG. Crowd: 4,862. Referee: S Micallef, 
Cautions: Winnie (CC) 36, Tsekenis (SO) 37. 

Red Card: Kalantzis (SO) 7. 

Teams: Sydney Olympic: Perosh: Baillie, Zoricich, Kohler (Sinozic 
78): Emerton, Tsekenis, Marusic, Goutzioulis (Tome 73rd), Kalantzis: 
Cardozo, Aramabasic (Zorbas 68). 

Canberra Cosmos: Barlow: Castro, Popovich, Hooker, Winnie: 
Hamilton, Polak, Roberts, Clark: De Jesus (Watkins 70), James. 


SPIRIT 
(Langdon 46, Griffiths 76, Bingiey 82) 
URNE 


Venue: North Sydney Oval. Crowd: 5,703. Referee: G Zetter. 
Cautions: Enes (NS) 64, Vukadin (MK) 67. 

Teams: Northern Spirit: Henderson, Bingley, Moss, Cunico, 
Langdon, Enes, Berti (Lyons), Slater (Crock), T Cranney, S Cranney, 
Perinich (Griffiths). 

Melbourne Knights: John, Nastevski, Rajher, Abbas, Vukadin, Silic, 
Kelic, Susa, Kiratzoglou, Cervinski, Vargas. Subs: Zald, Rados, Urlovic. 


SYDNEY UNITED ‘i 1 
(Genc 48) 


CARLTON SC 2 
(McPherson 7, Marth 55) 


Venue: Sydney United SC. Crowd: 2,938. Referee: C Diomis, 
Cautions: Genc (SU) 54, Lapsansky (C) 55, Marth (C) 59, Kupresak 
{SU) 67, Bozinovski (SU) 70. 

Teams: Sydney United: Hughes, Kupresak, Bosnar, Maric, 
Bazinovski, Rakic, Genc, Rastall, A Moric (Deur 62) Pondeljak, Bosevski 
(Usjjebrka 72}. 

Carlton SC: Anastasiadis, McPherson, Douglas, Marth (Terminello 80}, 
Atkinson, Lapsansisy, Thompson, Markovsid (Slater 74), Packer (Moriera 
63), Vasilevski, Horvet 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 1 
(Petrouski 34) 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 0 


Venue: Brandon Park. Crowd: 5.518. Referee: E Lennie. 

Cautions: Pogliacomi (WW) 6, Reid (WW) 60, Ceccali (WW) 62, Young 
{WW) 85, Sabljak (ACF) 93 

Teams: Wollongong Wolves: Pogliacomi, Ceccoli, Stanton, Cervinski, 
Horsley, Reid (Robertson 69}, Young, Chippertield, Spencer (Huxley 87), 
Petrovski (Souris 94), Mennillo. 

Adelaide City Force: Cagal), Mori, Veart, Sabljak, Vidmar, Cartwright 

(Legati 79}, Brain (Day 73), Kemp, Costanzo, Hassell (Kim 79), Pelos.. 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


Due to wet conditions at Breakers Stadium, this match was 
postponed on both Friday and Sunday. A new date is yet to 
be advised. 


(Adelaide City Force) 14 


{Perth Glory) 


(Carlton'SC) 


(Brisbane Strikers) 
(Wollongong Wolves) 1 


S Chipperfield (Wollongong Wolves) 10 


M Sterjovski 


(Parramatta Power) 


ABSW PLAYER 
OF THE YEAR 
(PROGRESSIVE POINTS) 


TURN TO PAGE 13 


ROUND THIRTY 


DEFERRED MATCH 


Wednesday Aprif 19: Auckland Kingz vs 


7.30pm. 


(All times provided are local times) 


